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of India, bearing differcnt surcharges for Cilch Statc,
which arc likely to incruse in scareity and value.
never been easily obtainable and the supply of some
exceedingly limited.

\VHY VESEtlJ ELAS H.\VI:: D KOi' P E IJ I ~ PRICE.
" Collec tors ," writes Mr. Crawford Capen in another por ticu

of his a rt icle on •• T he Market ," " will have ecnced a ccn­
siderable d rop in the prices of the s tam ps of Yeueauela .
This res ults from the large nu mber of remainders ...hich have
just now come on the market. T be great ad vance made at
the same nme in th e stam ps of the Fren ch offices In Ca nton
and Hoi Hac, partic ula rly the la tter, has come a bout from
the knowledge of th e extremely small numbers which have
been issued of so me of these variet ies. There ....ere only six
hu ndred copies ea ch of the one franc and five fran cs of Hie
Hao."

A Com ple te Collection of Aus tralians ,
A cor respo ndent of the ., Aust ralian Journ al of Phllately "

having asked how ma ll)' stamps were com prised in a complete
collection of Aust ralians, the Editor with great enterprise and
dilige nce has co unt ed up all the stamps of the six Aus tralian
Colonies and New Zealand lis ted in Gibbons' Ca ta logue.
T he results are as rct lcwsi-,

MARTIN, RAY & Co"
Stamp A4ct ioneers and
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South Austral ia departmemals , West Aust ralian officials
rpuncbed ho les). S.Z. Offic ia ls (8), Railway Newspaper l t6r.
and Iusurauce {q \, a re not incl uded in the ab ove ta ble. All
va riet ies of ebade, watermark an d per foration have bee n
included ,

LONSDALE CHAMBERS.

CHANC£RY LAN£, W.C. ,

STAM P AUCT ION SALES
- FORTNIGHTL Y.

Ocmmieeic n 10 %.

Th e Lit erature of Stamps.
Mr, Victo r "tanb bas our sincere good wishes for the

s uccess of his project ed " Director)' of Phila teli c Literature. "
Mr. Castle and many others have drawn attention to tile
" unwise neglect " <)£ the litera ture of ou r hobby. Mr.
Mu sh 's scheme, as we understand it , is to provide a directo ry
of philatelic period ical s and a guide book to stam p literature
generally. Th e names and addresses of collec tors, he
informs us, will De inser ted free.

On thls same subject of phila te lic lit era ture ... e mus t pay
tri bu te to tbe eoterpr ise of Mr. S. F. Biders. of Cork. who is
publishi ng, at interva ls, an interest ing litt le sheet known as
th e "City Pbilatelist, " which is devoted largely to the
subject of phi latelic litera ture. We have no doubt tha t Mr.
Bickers, will send a copy free to any For/nightly reader who
applies for it. \Vba t is especially calculated to make the
•• C. P." a welcome addition to philatelic bib liography is the
ser ial publication of an alpha bet ical list of a ll knowu British
ph ilat elic newspapers and magazines , past an d present .
Tbis is being spec ia lly com piled by Mess rs. H. Clark and
R. .H . Appl eby. who, as dealers in lite ra ture should know
their su bject well.

Con c:erning Aus tr.alian Stamps Perlorated "0.5,"
Mr. A. F. Basset Hull contributes a few interest ing notes

to th e " Australian Journal of Philately," modestly ent itling
them "Casual Remarks."

With regard to the decision of Messrs. Stanley Gibbons no t
to stock any Australian stam ps perforated with the leiters
0 .5. or any oth er letters. }oIl', Basset H ull 'Hi tes :-" I co r.
J ia lly agree " iUt their decision. Apart from the fact that the
pe rfora t ion disfigures the stam ps, the)' cannot he considered
m th e light of separate issues for official correspondence, such
as the overprinte d 0,5. st amps prio r to 1901 undoubtedlv
were. siuce all Australian postage stamps a re now, and have
been ever since the 1St }Ola rch, I90l, Commonwealth isssues.
and the various Sla tes using them on their official correspou ­
dence ha ve to purchase them from the Federal Governmen t
on a cash bas is. It is only for the ccnveuience of bookkeep ing
that each State is s upplied with separate typ es : t~e stamps
ar e sold by tbe Com mon wealth; th at Go vernm ent IS charged
with the cost of productio n, and it is only after all expenses
of administration have beeu paid th at the Commo nwealth
returns the small remaining balance (in fact there is IlO
ba lance ill some Sta tes! to the Sta te Governmen ts. The O.S.
pe rfora ted s tamps, therefore , a re exac tly on the sa llie level as
the pe rfora ted stamps used by a priva te firm."

Queen's Hea4s and Kln~'.s Heads .
;\h. C RAWf vR O CAPI:::; chats pleasantly on .. T he Xlarket "

in th e Febuary issue of the " American Journal of Philately."
A very natur~l question (he writes) is " Will the Queen's head

stamps of all the British Colonies become scarce ~ .. and this, in a
general way, is probably the fact. for the issues were 00 numerous,
and spt:(:ulatofS have so orten been caught and lost moneywhen they
h~ve attempted 10 lay aside large numbers of stamps that it is proo_
able that they will not nOWateernpe ilriything of the sort ilt any rate
to any very great extent. Some cctlectors h,we been desirous of
seeuring the stamps of the Queen's head type of Sierra Leone
inasmuch as the King's head stamps have been prepared. The post.
master of the c:olony, however, nales that he does not propose 10
issue King's head stamps untillhe Queen's head v~lues have been
sold out. Inasmuch as he ha~ On hand large numbers of Queen's
head stamps ilnd his postal requirements are exceedingly small, it is
likely to be some time before the high values at least are issued, and
it is probable that the Queen's head stamps will, most of them, go
into the bilnd.. of collectors and dealers so thilt they will not become
scarce .

It is a difficult thing to underst~nd why we continue to have what
may be called •. post mcrtems" thai is Queen's head stamps ac: tually
prepared and is~u,:d s!nce King Edward ascended the throne. Why
have stamps of thlSkInd been made for South and West AustnJia ~

Why does ~ seven cent st~m'l' appear in Canada ~ Wc might
undcrstand this if the heads a the grcat in England were placed
upon stamp' only after their deiltb, but the understanding being
that the place is for the living ruler we are puzzled by thcse
Colonial i..ces. While we are on the subject of Queen's Head
stamps it may be wcll to mention that those for the N~tive SI~te5
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