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Si amI' Collectors' Fortll ;~htlJ' That journal, a lt hough nnw in
a state of suspended animation , app ears to be still a power in
the land !

T HE G UM S OF ALL N ATIOSS.

A most interest ing, bec a use the most n ovel, arti cle in the
Bazaar's su pp lem ent is t hat head ed "Gum," wherein the
writer t re at s of .. the enormous di ffe renc e in quantity and
quali ty that exists in the ad he sives employed in va rious
count ri es:' \\'e qu ot e the followin g pa ssa ges :

For those who live in d am p plac es, the vc ry wo rs t gum of all, in
our humble opinion, from a co llector 's point of view, is that used b)'
th e United St ares. Probably mo st o f our rea ders h a ve noticed itt;
ext raordina ry hygro scopic nat ure : so that stamps with original ru m,
properly mounted with h i nge~ , af ter a \'e r~' sho rt soj ourn in a d amp
place . will absorb su fficient moistu re fro m t he air to ca us e th em to
gu m themselves firmly do wn to t he page. On the ot h er ha nd. the
se ns it iveness to damp of the U. S. adhesive m ater ial renders it a n
easy matter . as a rule. to peel the stamps otT th e envelope !" to which
thev are at t ached. And th us th e sa id materia l has t wo bad an d
opposite qual ities : ( t) T he stamp s stic k wh en they arc 110t
required to do so, and (2) they ca n be peeled off wh en they ought 10
hold fast !

In som e hot cl imates- Japan, for in stan ce- a n a lt o t::ether
d ifferent adh es ive is employed. Th is st uR, wh ateve r it is , on heing
wett ed . Fwdl!> up enormously, aft er th e m an ner of gehlt in c, wi th out
becomi ng part icularl y st ick y , a nd we hav e of ten won dered wh at this
a dhesive ca n be if it is not gel at ine.

The ot her day, in remo ving so me na tiv e Ind ia ns from th e r aper
to wh ich they were attached , we were st ruc k by Ire fillh y nature of
the gum and the qua nt ity of foreig n mat ter in it. In this case,
however, we came to the co n clusi on t hat possi bly the gum may have
bee n all r ight, but that the person wh o st uck t he m on the let ters
must h av e been employed in the delectable ha bit of betel -chewin g,
or someth ing similar.

As to th e fault of non -adhesive ness , wh ich keep !'! cropping up
from time to t ime in various coun tr ies . as in the ins tan ce referred
to in the co mm encement of th is a rticle, it m us t n ot be forgotten
tha t very often it is V IC' i' aper wh ich is at fault , rather th an t he gu m.
In Austr ia , for instance, so me of the !"tamps o f 189° -91 are 0:1 \'t r)·
th ick and h ard t ranspar ent pa per, h a,-ing a st rrtng- te nde n cy 10 cu rl
up . so th at it was \'I;: ry d ifficult to g:et the m to 't ick. The th ick­
paper stamps of r8s o, o n th e contr ary we re fa ir ly tracta ble, bu t it
wa s a differe nt st yle o f paper, and th e g um was abu ndant. 'Ve
fancy th at if a good cl as s of g um wer e em ploy ed (two coat s bei n~

gi ven), and th e stamps wer e p rinted on decidedly th in raper , we
should heat no more complairus as to b e lt. of adhesiven es s.

A B O A RU O F T RADE S T A!.IP !
I n t he same excellent publication we find a photograph of

a :z t d. Brit ish stamp per for a ted. (afte r t he man ner of t he
Office of Works officia l) with a large cro wn and the lette rs
"B.T. " "The cut," (writes the Editor of th e s up plement}.
"represents a sta mp that has been in our possession SO lJl ~

nin e years , and we illu strate it in the hop e of elicit ing SO IllC

informa tion from En glish speci alists . It is th e curren t c jd.,
perforated with a large crown an d B.T ., and is on an official
le tt er to H . B.~L Consul-General in Berl in. We ha ve
received (in England ) one or t wo let te rs from th e Board of
T rade, b ut so far as we remember they bore no sta mps : so
we presum e tbat t he official stamps (if t hey may be thus
named) are only used for foreign correspondence. Has an y
one seen othe r va lues so perforated ?

Mess rs. 'Whitfield King & Co. inform us th at they re ceived
specimens som e years ago from the Br iti sh Consul in
Tangier s, an d t hey bel ieve the stamps are still in use for
letters from tbe Boa rd of T rade to Britis h Consuls abroad .

~-~...,

MORE " PUNOTURED" UNPAID·LETTER STAMPS.
A ne ws-n ote in the Philatelic Chronicle record s the fact that

the post al authori t ies of the Argent ine Republic a re" pu nc­
turing " their ord ina ry pos tage-stamps in the Tu nisian rnan ­
ner as a mea ns of convert ing- t hem into un paid -le tter labels.
The amoun t to be collec ted on unpai d or insu fficie ntly paid
letters is now indica te d by the use of sta mps perfor-ated
" C.Y. T .," which means II Correos y Telegr afos."
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FO R T il E F I RS T TIME.

(CclII tilllled (r om page 8, .

., D OS Y MEDEO'S " next ventur e was th e I peso
Colombia . What a n easy thing to do ~-pay

1/6 for one of the illustrati ng blo ck s of C\ sta mp
c a ta log ue , t ake im pression s [rom thi s a nd there )'011

a re (or t here you were. You co uldn 't do it now).
Th is stamp would be so ld a t £1 6 p er 1 0 00.

Anot her success tha t soon followed was t h e 1 0 pesos.
T hou sand s of th ese passed throu gh t he d eal e rs ' ha nds.
The '" L itt le Toff " did th is (we sam e as t he other.
H e g ot a dealer's illn s tr a t ing b lock for eig htecnpence
and made the ten pe sos by the th ousand . Colombia
st a m ps were more hked then t ha n the present t ime.

H Dos y Medeo " was getting mi ght)' p ro ud of his
success. He becan.e much more in dependen t in his
business, too. H e wouldn' t sell Jess tha n a g ro ss (144)
of the 1 0 pesos, a nd hi s p rofi t on each orde r was _very
good-namely , as following :-

Sell ing prices, per g ross
Co st of Mantfecture

Profit £i 3 9

Ob, good I saac Gord on! \\'hat a p ercentage, ma tears!
T he same lit tl e swell m a de the 20C. b la ck. 18 8 1 ,

Colombi a-c-another eight een penn y ill us t r a ti ng' · block.
The gam e w en t o n for months. he was never fou nd out
and it seemed as if he never w ould he. E very thing
.. D os y Medeo " put his hands on turned i nto gol d.
H e now d ress-ed like a regul a r nobleman. His h a t
came fr om Bond St reet , and the gloss o n it would
h ave ma de one of Dunn 's 3/9 t ur n pale. H is tailor
was lucky, for II Dos y 7\1e-deo .. wo uld always p ay d o wn
on th e nai l and stand drinks and smokes. On e thing
in his praise , he always looke d a gent leman , an d
alw ay s. behaved as such, haviug a ba nking account a nd
sti ll hol di ng an importan t office. H e was so sh ar p in
b usiness tha t h is m aste rs a lways looked on him as a
regular w o nde r, aud he worked hard fo r the fi rm . At
ui gh t he wo rk e d h a rd for the stamp collector.

Abou t t hi s t ime a lo t of prov isional Ceylons were
comi ng out. Mu ch to the delight of " D os y Medea"
he obt a ined some genuine unused stamps, hefore they
we nt out to Cey lon , ma de all th e va lues rcuerscd, and
p a cked t h e m off to Ceylo n to be posted back on
em-d opes to d ea r old E ng la nd , the land of th e free.
A nd it came to pass that t he st am ps d id a r r ive safe to
sever-a l deale rs who cou ld swea r they go t th e m from
Cevlon firs t m ail. N ow was the time to st rik e - wot
ho"-! It was many a month be fore the stamp s were
p roved wrong , and " Dos y Med eo " made a great pile.

I< Xc xt please! .. 5ays h e, and u p comes t he Victoria
and Xew Z ealand fisca l postals .

T he small sch oolmaster, mas te r of t hem all in the
stamp cleanin g line, now made his a ppeara nce on the
scene, a nd soon a grea t mixture of smells a rose. Oh ,
t he acids! All th e cats and rats d rop ped a p art ing
lear and fled from th e fake r 's ma ns ion.

T he aci ds played Old H a rry with every thi ng­
Candles tic ks went black. n ng s turned blur, and all the .
massive fu rniture in th e faker's d rawi ng room wore a~

worried look . --)
(To be continued in our next ). 1
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