
STAMP.- COLLECTORS' GUARDIAN.

Side-Lights on Canada.
~lR. Mui.oc«. Postm as ter-General of Canada , has

more than onc e been ac cus ed of working the postal affairs
of the Domini on for philatelic profit; and now the Stll;J.;estion
Crops up again. .. When Mr. Mulock su ddenly decided upon
two cen t Canadian postage (says the T oronto Dai ly Mail) , it
w as pointed out that he had to come to it aga inst his will,
o wing t o the ridicule that was poured up on his proposal to
charge three cents for a local letter and two cents for a letter
to Cape Col ony. • Nothing of the kin d ,' was the prompt
repl y. Mr. Mulock intend ed it long ago, as witness his
d iscon t in ua nce of t he purch ase of three cent s ta mps . All
the three cent s ta mps had been used; there were no stamps
other tha n two cen t stamps in the dep art ment. It was clea r
th en th at two cent post age was 10Ilg ag o determined lIpon .
Now we are getting three cent sta mps wit h the t wo cent rate
printed over t hem. Some body has said tha t the Postmaster
has permitted ph ila te lis ts tu cor-ner these surcharged issues.
T he reply comes promptly and un hes ita t in gly that no ' corne r '
co uld be effected. \Vhy? Because the department w hich,
ac cording to the st or y of nine months ago, had got rid of all
it s three cen t s tum ps, has "t ill 9,co o,000 of them in st oc k."

The Changes in British Stamps.
ON t h e su bject of the projec ted colour.changes in

British Stamps, a representa tive of the S un re cently we nt to
Messr-s. S ta nley Gibbon s, Li mit ed -c the Mecca of a ll news­
paper men in "q ues t of p hilatelic ligh t- a nd politely asked
wily we coul d not h ave a mo re up -to -da te port ra it of H er
Majesty on the British sta mp s. It was not a matter tha t
Messrs Stanley Gibbons, Limited , could control or even
influence; bu t tbe ma n ger of their fir m, ne ver kn own to be
at a Joss, repl ied as follows:

"The reas on is a ver-y si mple one . Her Majesty obj ects
to any chang e Leiu h ma de , and there is a n end of it. Ther e
is a very wid e desire-almost a nati onal on e, probably-a-for a
portrait which v cu ld live wit h us du rin g the years t o co m e,
sh owing he r as we know ber best , but , of course, the re is no
appeal from her expres sed wish."

" Has a specific request been made to H er Majesty ? "
.. Oh, yes- That is to sa y, a numb er of uew des igns have

been submitted, but she has rejected th em a ll in fav our of
th e old ."

i:\ .. " There is to be a ch a nge in the colou r? ..
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"In seve ral of the stamps, not th e penny one only. T ha t
will be di stin ct ly red , reverti ng to the old colour; the half.
penny iss ue will be"greenqand th at for twopence.hal fpenny
blue. T h e ehilfine will also be a new colour. but it is not yc~t
settl ed what it shall be."

" Some of the Colon ial or dependencies ' st a mps have a
mere up -to-da te portrait, have they not? ..

" Ma ny of them. Newfoundland , for in st an ce "-and so
On, so for th.

Readers (If th e G U ARDJ AK, being philatel ists , ca n fini sh
tha t little lecture for themselves.

Death of Mrs. St an ley Gibbon s.
\ YE hear, \vith gr eat regret, th at the found e r of th e

big firm in the Strand susta ined this se ve- re loss o n Xover uber
ajrd. Mr . Stan ley Gibbons will have the sincere sympa thy
of his numerous ph ilat elic friends in his bereavement.

Mr. Bacon on Reprints :
\VE have received from Messr s . S t an ley Gibbons ,

Limited . thelatest addition to their useful library of Philatelic
H a nd books, namely, Mr. E. D. Bacon 's very carefully
com pi led volume on ," The Reprin ts of Adhesive Post age
Stamps" price four shillings. From co ver to cover thi s is a
book full of information valuable to everyone associating
himself with the philatelic hobby. 1t is m ore than mcrclv
desirable j ' it is almost a necessity. Reprints play arl
important p art in Ph ilately. At a lmost everv j un} the
buyer of stamps is baunted by the fear tha t one or more of
t he specimens he is acquiring may be either a Government
or a priva t e re print. At such moment s of d oubt Me. Bacon 's
book is a friend indeed. Therein we find the re prints of a ll
n ations fully bu t succinctly described. as to paper, pe rfor a ­
tion a nd sha de. So far it is p oss ible to obtain finali ty in
such a p ursuit as Philately . Mr . Bacon's work on " Reprints '
is certainly " the last word." We have called it a work of
compilation, but it is but just to the author to sta te th a t in
many cou nt ries, and nota bly in the case of the Native Stat es
of In dia th er e is a quantity of matter never hitherto published .

The .. Great Unused Question. "
\ VI!: feel th at eY~IY l ea de r of the GUARD I.\:-: will be

deeply interest ed in the series of art icl es w e a re publishing
unde r the heading of" T he Great Unused Question ," and that,
consequently, there will be Jess occasion {or the a polog y we
now present for th e grea t proportion of space accorded to
this feat ure in the present issue of the GUARDIAK. W e regret
!lavln g- ~o hold over to No. +a mass of other al most equally
inte resting ma tter.

A Score for London th is Time.
A YOUNG provincial dealer recently a rr ived in toy.n

and whilst handling some envel opes of st a mps in the sho p of
a dealer whom we will call" :S," was o bs erved to "pouch "
some of them. Said N- -," That is a fine overc oat lOU are
wearing, all ow me to see how it would suit me. " After som e
demur the Y.P .D. conse nted . ' <Ra t h e r bulgy" said :K-- .
" let take these things out of the p oc ket s- wh y, bless me!
these are my stamps ! l l" E xit Y.P.D.

The Board of Trade Stamps.
THE Rev. P. E . R aynor w rite s t -c-

Referring to your note on p. 16, I beg" to say th at I have
the following Board of Trade Stamps (perfor a ted cro wn
ov er B.T.)

id. tw o sp ecimens-c-one beari ng L ondon postmar k. Feb . 1896
](1., postmarked Loudon, Oct . 30, 96
Sd ., p ostmarked L ondon, Fe b. 96
ed.
All are, ofcourse, of th e J ubilee issue.

I h a ve often wondered why these stamps a re not catalogued
a nd collected. Surely they a re as collectible as any of the
other departmental stamps of the British Govern ment?

l .

Dec. I . 1899.

~:
~.
t-' on with out a break ever since . com piling a monthly chro nicle
if· of new issues, h ead ed a s a r ule by a note of some len gth npon
~ top ics of ph ilatelic interest. From December, 1885, to J une,
~~. : J890, and again from J an ua ry, I Sg2, to Decem ber. 1895, a
~, period of ten ye a rs with a brea k of eighteen months, he

edited TIl( Pbilatetic R ecord with most conspi cuo us success.
But it is hy his studi es of the posta l issues of OIlT own

country th at Mr. Westoby's Dame will be m os t co nstant ly
brought to the remembrance of ph ilatel ists of all countries.
T he " Great Brittan " book of IHSl, whi ch we all refer to as
v Ph ilbric k and Westcby;' was the firs t work of auy impor t .
ance published by the L ond on Philatelic Society, and
although as a book of reference it has no doubt been s uper­
seded by th e more re cent work of Messrs. \ \'ri ght an d Creeke,
it remains unsurpassed in its method of arrangement and as
a piece of philatelic literature , r eflecting the very greates t
cred it upon bo th of its auth ors . Sin ce the appearance of
that book Mr. Westoby has not ceased accum ulating in form­
ation upon th e su bject of British postage stamps of all
classes. In 1890 he produced, in cele bration of th e Penny
Postage j ubilee , A Descriptive Catalogue of all the Postage
Stamps of the Uni ted Kingdom of Great B ritiaw and l relavd ,
issued durinff F if ty l 'e({J's, a m ost useful handbook, if we m "y
so term it , to our pos ta l iSSllCS down to th at date ; a nd be was
engaged to th e ve ry la st, iu collabor ation with h is friend
Judge Philbri ck, up on the work of a secon d edit ion of their
earlier book, bringing it lip to date and containing, we believe,
a grea t am ount of fre sh information, no t only UpOll the adhe­
siv e stamps, bu t also up on the stamped envelopes and ot he r
stationery, wh ich are so neglecte d by the phi latelists of the
present day.
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