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QUEEN VICTORIA
1884 & 1888 £1 BROWN-LILAC

Compiled by William Hall



Introduction

This study paper seeks to record all known surviving perfinned copies of the 1884 & 1888
Queen Victoria £1 brown-lilac.

It is both a record of the different perfin dies known on that stamp and of the individual
copies for which scans have been recorded and so build a list of the corner letter
combinations for each die.

The £1 brown-Lilac watermark three Imperial Crowns SG185 (Scott #110) was issued on 1%
April 1884, during its period of use 4,502 sheets of 80 were issued amounting to 360,160
stamps issued.

In February 1888 the £1m Brown-Lilac SG186 (Scott #123) was erroneously issued on fiscal
paper bearing the watermark Three Orbs. Before it was withdrawn 1,010 sheets were issued
amounting to 80,800 stamps, of which some 10,000 were overprinted “I.R. Official” for official
use.

Preceding its cousin, the postage stamp was the Telegraph £1 Brown-Lilac SGT17 watermark
three Shamrocks issued on 1% March 1877.

The stamps on each sheet have corner letters running from AA to TD.

The following listing has two pages for each die. On the first page is a grid replicating the sheet
of 80 stamps with those where a scan has been recorded shown shaded in green. On the
second page are scans of the known stamps which | have compiled from copies sent to me by
members (many thanks to all members who have already helped contribute to this study), my
own collection, online auction sites and by searching the internet.

If any members can add examples to this study paper, | would be pleased to receive details,
and ideally scans, of them. Please email me at w.hall13@ntlworld.com.

Below is a torn part of a Registered linen packet/envelope bearing an 1888 £1 brown-lilac plus two copies of
the 1883-84 10/- (one badly torn in half and a possible third copy missing), a 1883-84 2/6d, a strip of four
Jubilee 1/- dull green and a Jubilee 4d green & purple-brown stamp all perfin A/B&Co (A0630.01M) used by A
Biederman & Co, Stockbrokers, 4 Angel Court, London EC, postmark Throgmorton Avenue 2 January 1889.

I wonder what was in that packet which demanded a possible total of £2 16s 10d postage!




Master List

Perfin Die Gault Cat. No.

A/B&Co A0630.01M

BNZ B5220.01

C.I.H/&S C3730.02

CL C4210.06M

User

A Bierdermann & Co

Bank of New Zealand

Charles J Hambro & Son

Credit Lyonnaise

SG No.

185
185
185
185

186
186
186

185

185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185

186
186a
186
186
186
186
186
186

186
186
186

Corner
Letters

BK KB
CN NC
DM MD
DN ND

ACCA
DI'ID
DJJD

DP PD

AA AA
BB BB
BE EB
BF FB
BK KB
BN NB
CB BC
CD DC
CF FCx2
CGGC
CP PC
DE ED
DH HD
DK KD
DS SD

AM MA
AT TA
BA AB
BQ QB
CCcCC

ClIC
CP PC
DQ Qb

BG GB
BR RB
ClIC




Perfin Die

HSB

HUTH

K in circle

Gault Cat. No.

H6420.01

H7490.02

K0010.03

K0020.02a

User

Hong Kong & Shanghai Banking
Corporation

Federick Huth & Co

Archibald Kenrick & Sons Ltd

Archibald Kenrick & Sons Ltd

SG No.

185
185
185
185a
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185

186a
186
186
186
186
186
186
186
186
186
186

186

186

185

Corner
Letters

AA AA x2
AM MA x2
AQ QA x2
AT TA x2
BA AB x2
BB BB
BC CB x2
BM MB
BN NB
BP PB
BS SB
CEEC
CoOOC
caQcC
CRRC
CTTC
DE ED
DG GD
DI ID
DJJD x2
DM MD
DN ND x2
DR RD

AT TA
BI'IB
BLLB
CB BC
CCcC
CD DC
CEEC
CM MC
DF FD
DP PD
DR RD

BQ QB

DTTD

BLLB




Perfin Die

L/C&S

RALLI

W.B/SCo

Totals

Gault Cat. No.

L1320.01M

R0135.01

W0790.02

Dies=11

User

Louis Cohen & Sons

Ralli Brothers

Wm Brandt’s Sons & Co

Examples =115

185

185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185
185

186

186

186
Telegraph
Telegraph
Telegraph

185

186

Corner
Letters

AC CA x2
AE EA
AF FA x2
AH HA
AN NA
BA AB x2
BCCB
Bl IB
BJ JB
BO OB
BT TB
alc
CKKC
cQ QCx2
CRRC
DA AD
DB BD x2
DCCD
DD DD
DE ED
DK KD
DTTD

AO OA
BG GB
CM MC

AT

BG
BR

@03/05/2025







0630.01M

A/B&Co

A0630.01M

A Biedermann & Co

4 Angel Court, London EC
Die in use 1874-1893

SG 185




A/B&CO

5G185




0630.01M

A/B&Co

A0630.01M

A Biedermann & Co

4 Angel Court, London EC
Die in use 1874-1893

SG 186




A/B&CO

5G186
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5220.01

BNZ

B5220.01

Bank of New Zealand

1 Queen Victoria Street, London EC

Die in use 1890-1892

SG 185
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SG 185
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3730.0

C.ILH/&S

C3730.02

Chas J Hambro & Son

70 Old Broad Street, London EC
Die in use 1868-1910

SG 185
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C.I.H/&S
SG 185
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3730.0

CI.LH/&S

C0370.02

Chas J Hambro & Son

70 Old Broad Street, London EC
Die in use 1868-1910

SG 186
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C.I.H/&S

5G186
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4210.06M

CL

C4210.06M

Credit Lyonnais

40 Lombard Street, London EC3
Die in use 1885-1960
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HSB
SG 185
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6420.01

HSB

H6420.01

Hong Kong & Shanghai Banking Corporation

31 Lombard Street, London EC
Die in use: 1870-1900

SG 186




HSB

SG 186
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7490.0

HUTH

H7490.02

Frederick Huth & Co,

12 Tokenhouse Yard, London EC

Die in use: 1885-1936

SG 186
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0010.03

K0010.03

Henry S King & Co

65 Cornhill, London EC
Die in use: 1882-1925
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K in circle

K0020.02a

Archibald Kenrick & Sons Ltd

West Bromwich

Die in use: 1883-1936
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K in circle

SG 185
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1320.01M

L/C&S

L1320.01M

Louis Cohen & Sons

31 Throgmorton Street, London EC

Die in use 1875-1895
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(efa)]

[alef

g v

o g

g o

et

g <

< O




L/C&S L1320.01M
SG 185
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L/C&S L1320.01M
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1320.01M

L/C&S

L1320.01M

Louis Cohen & Sons

31 Throgmorton Street, London EC

Die in use 1875-1895

SG 186
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L/C&S L1320.1M

SG 186
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0135.01

RALLI

R1350.01

Ralli Brothers

Peter Street, Manchester
Die in use 1875-1879

SG T17 — Telegraph stamp




RALLI

SGT17




0790.02

W.B/SCo

W0790.02

Wm Brandt’s Sons & Co

4 Fenchurch St, London EC
Die in use 1879-1915

SG 185




W.B/SCo

SG 185

Reported sold at auction in 2006 — no scan available




0790.02

W.B/SCo

W0790.02

Wm Brandt’s Sons & Co

4 Fenchurch St, London EC
Die in use 1879-1915

SG 186




W.B/SCo

SG 186

Reported sold at auction in 2000 — no scan available




