
Bulletin 329 (Apr. 2004) Page 27 

ANOTHER IDEA FOR A PERFIN DISPLAY 
 

Graharn Fortey 
 

I have been giving perfin displays to Philatelic Societies in the 
Midlands for the last 5 years. I have 2 displays - a "Conventional" one (90 
+ sheets) and a "Fun" one (211 sheets and still growing). The 
"Conventional" display is the ideal starter to the evening covering all 
aspects of security markings from underprints on QV issues to modern 
Machins. 
 

Part of this display is a section which I call "Large Users of 
Perfins". Here I show material according to category: i.e. Department 
Stores; Banks; Insurance Companies; Maritime; Railways and Utilities.  
On each of these sheets 1 show loose perfins and perfins on identified 
cover of just one company. For example:- Great Western Railway - this 
sheet includes an identified cover, several loose perfins (different dies) and 
an overprint. This section of "Large Perfin Users" runs to about 30 sheets, 
and in my opinion adds a bit of variety to the display. The rest of this 
"Conventional" display covers line engraved examples, surface printed, 
provisionals, officials, perfined postal stationery, perfins for fiscal use and 
revenues etc. 
 

This "Conventional" display generally goes down quite well, but  
it is the "Fun" display which always generates the most interest. There are 
two reasons why I call it a "Fun" display - firstly it is easier going than the 
first display and makes people smile: secondly it's fun to prepare - 
especially "writing-up" the sheets. In fact I can write-up and print a sheet 
in less than a minute! The reason being that the only text on the sheet is the 
title. 
 

The main features of the display are:- Yellow Coloured Sheets  
and the perfin and overprint material arranged in business categories. The 
display was inspired by British Telecom- hence the title: 
 

A Yellow Pages of Perfin and Overprint Users. 
 

The first sheet starts off with "A for Ammunition" and  
commences through the  alphabet,  finishing  with  "Z  for  Zinc".   For  the 
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‘Ammunition’ sheet 1 display material from the company Eley Brothers 
(later Eley-Kynoch). 
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For ‘Zinc’ we have Frederick Braby of Glasgow. 
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I always try to include an advertisement or piece of company 

ephemera to prove the product. The material is arranged in random  
fashion - this allows more flexibility than arranging items square to each 
other. 1 have a good mix of different categories including "C for Coffins", 
"G for Gloves", "J for Jam", "T for Toys" etc. 
 

I have had to cheat on only one letter, "X for Exhibitions"- here  
I show the Shepherds Bush Exhibition perfin 'SB/EX' together with 
official postcards from the Latin-British Exhibition of 1912. 
 

During the display I try to encourage audience participation and  
very often get comments such as "I used to work at that firm" or "I 
remember those" (looking at a product advertisement). The usual  
comment I get when someone gives a vote of thanks at the end of the 
display is:- "Who said perfins were boring?" 
 

[Ed:- Graham has sent photocopies of other pages and if there is a 
shortage of material in future, I will add a page or two. I personally 
thought this a very good way for the layman to be introduced to perfins] 
 
MEMBERS' QUERIES 
 

FEEDING SPIKES OR GRIPS? 
 

Mick Penfold, 7 Ashdale Drive, Worlingham, Beecles, Suffolk 
NR34 7DU writes, "Throughout the German catalogue (Katalog der 
Firmenlochungen) there are to date about sixty examples of German 
perfins with a line of four holes above the perfin design. The hole size of 
the extra holes seems to be the same as the perfin holes and they appear to 
be punched at the same time. There are cases where the perfin appears 
with or without the extra four holes and originate from the same source. I 
have illustrated ‘GJ’ which is listed with two examples without the holes 
and one with, all during the same period and from Berlin S. 
 
As they all seem to he dated during the period 1911 and a few years later, I 
assumed they may be connected to the introduction of the POKO machines 
which were introduced at this time: but 1 have been in touch with friends 
in Germany who assured me that the POKO patents drawings have been 
inspected and drawn a blank, and they could help no further. 
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