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And the cover below suggests that the company name was Plankinton rather than Plankington as 
reflected for pattern P181. 
 

 
 

Counting the Catalogs – And the Total is... 
Paul A. Mistretta (LM-111) 

 
Some concluding notes: 
 

• Totals of zero (0) in the A&C section reflect 
names removed from the original listing as 
duplicating another form of the name for an 
identical geopolitical unit, With the removal of 
the name the duplicated count also was deleted. 

 
• British local stamps from Canna, Les Ecronous, 

Les Minquiers, Lundy, Puffin Peculiar Post, and 
Steep Holm all exist perfinned with a single 
pattern - that of the British Perfins Society. 
These cinderellas occurred only in the collection 
of Jack Brandt, and do not appear to have been 
general issue usage. These cinderellas have been 
deleted from recent World Censuses. 

 
• Countries or Territories listed in previous 

surveys for which no stamps were reported:  
o German private local posts: Berlin, 

Bromberg, Dresden, Hamburg, Hannover, 
Koln, Leipzig, M. Gladbach, Mulhausen, 
Strassburg, & Wuppertal 

o Portugese related: Cape Verde, Inhambane, 
Kionga, Macao, Mozambique Co., Nyassa 
Co., Portugese Congo, Quelimane, Tete, & 
Zambezia 

o Other: Bussahir (India), Tehran Regional 
(Iran), Israel, Malmedy (German Occ.), & 
Switzerland locals 

 
• The total, while impressive, is subject to almost 

daily change – and is greatly influenced by the 
varied interpretations of individual catalog 
authors. 

 
• One obvious  gap has already been reflected 

in a previous note: there are still many areas 
not formally cataloged and I did not go back 
into the various journalls and bulletins of 
worldwide perfin collector groups to 
identify all of the smaller worksheet-type 
information not otherrwise published. 

 
• Another gap (obvious to collectors of US 

patterns) is that at the present time the Rev-
Perfs catalog is in process – and when 
published should add an additional 2,00+ 
patterns/uses to the list overnight. 

 
• And, one last comment. The list is clearly 

influenced by catalogs reflecting – or not – 
the presence of variation in patterns punched 
by multi-die heads. 

 
The first conclusion I drew from this count is that 
there is plenty of confusion to go around! Cataloging 
is an art (not a science) so discrepancies between 
catalogs and cataloging processes are to be expected. 
 
However, the single most important conclusion I 
came to while essentially playing with the catalogs 
is that, through an incredible amount of research, 
perfins literature has come a very long way in the 
last (give or take) 60 years and that body of 
literature documents a hobby that has huge potential 
for collecting fun while collecting the 66,000+ 
patterns to be found in the world of perfins (and that 
without even considering the possibility of a 
worldwide issues collection!!!) 












