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What’s in a User’s Name for Perfin L164 
Steve Grabowski (#3409) 

 
The verification of a perfin user is usually made 
by a cover with the return address of the user, as 
in the case of the perfin L164. However there 
are some complications with railroads due to the 
flux of the railroad business, mergers, 
acquisitions, bankruptcy, and the other financial 
manipulations of the ‘railroad barons’. The 

Louisiana & Arkansas Railway Co. is one of the 
many interesting user identifications. 
 
The confirmed user of perfin L164 is the 
Louisiana & Arkansas Railway Co. and it is the 
correct perfin design for the user (L&A). A 
good example of this verification is the cover 
strip shown below: 

 

 
 
The CDS shows the date as 1933 which is five 
years after the formation of the L&A Railway 
Co. Prior to this time it was the Louisiana & 
Arkansas Railroad.  The change from railroad 
to railway was a means to differentiate a 
reorganized company from the previous 
company; this was a common practice with 

railroads when they merged or when they 
reorganized after bankruptcy. The new railroad 
was a merger of the original L&A RR and the 
Louisiana Railway & Navigation Co. In 1930, 
LR&N was renamed the Louisiana Arkansas & 
Texas Railway Co and continued to operate as a 
separate entity. 

 

 
 
The above cover strip, dated 1935, shows dual 
use by the merged companies. It also shows that 
the LA&T operated independently, evidenced 
by need for the dual return address on the cover 
strip. This cover was probably sent by the 
LA&T using the L&A perfin. The Milwaukee, 
Wis. CDS shows that the LA&T probably had 
an agent in Milwaukee. 
 

In 1939, the Kansas City Southern, concerned 
about their system and the Louisville & 
Nashville’s expansion ambitions, decided to 
purchase the L&A to solidify their system in the 
mid-south. Despite the legal maneuvering, the 
L&A continued to operate independently until 
1992 when it was finally completely absorbed 
into the KCS system. The 1943 cover strip 
following is an example of the post-merger,  
independent operation of the L&A. 
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This cover strip is for the L&A, but if one 
carefully looks at the logo at the left, one can 
see both KCS and the L&A. The strip is franked 
with the L164 perfin. This has been a very 
interesting study for me, with a lot of 
enjoyment. 
 
On a personal note, the first two cover strips 
were provided by the late Chuck Spaulding, 

who was my mentor, critic, and advisor for the 
last 10 years. He piqued my curiosity by 
providing these and other similar strips to 
research. I will miss him and I’m sure the Perfin 
Club will as well. Since my source of interesting 
usages of railroad perfins is no longer available, 
can anyone fill in the gap. I would be appreciate 
any and all assistance. 

 
Spotted on Exhibit 

Stephen Tauber (#2949) 
 
At the Philatelic Show 2004 of the Northeastern 
Federation of Stamp Clubs (April 30 — May 2, 
2004) there were several interesting sightings: 
 
Among the youth exhibits there was a two-page 
display on U.S. commercial perfins.  This was 
presented by Crystal Haring and Andrea Atkins 
under the guidance of Robert Welt of the Fitch 
Middle School, 61 Fort Hill Road, Groton, CT 
06340. 
 
In a competitive exhibit by Howard Lee, entitled 
"Usage of the 7-Cent McKinley — U.S. 4th Bureau 
Issue", there was a cover from The Travelers, 100 
Main Street, Hartford, Conn. with three of the 7-cent 
McKinleys and one 10-cent Prexie, each perfinned 
'TRAV'. (This was probably pattern T81C, but 
without the U.S. perfins catalogue at hand for 
comparison, I cannot be sure.)  The cover was 
registered with the handstamp "Personal Delivery 
Requested".  (The modern equivalent would be 
"Restricted Delivery".) This cover had the mute 
cancellations usual for registered mail. The reverse 
was not illustrated, but there was a notation on the 
front by the letter carrier (when the piece was 
forwarded within Detroit) dated 3-7-42. 

And, in a competitive exhibit entitled "Chile 1900 
Surcharges" (5 centavos on 30 centavos rose 
carmine, Scott no. 50) there was an example of a 
forerunner that consisted of the same stamp perfined 
with a large '5' instead of being surcharged by 
overprinting. The exhibit stated that the perforator 
punched a row of 10 stamps at a time. 
 
I do not have a catalogue for Chile perfins, so do not 
know whether this has been recorded there. I should 
love to have a copy of this stamp for my collection 
of officially prepared perfins.  It is only the fourth 
type of officially prepared perfin (as opposed to 
commercial or vanity perfins) that I have seen which 
was NOT intended for use on official mail. [Editor’s 
Note: This pattern is not shown in the Chile section 
of Schwerdt’s catalog Perfins of the Americas, nor is 
it to be found listed in either Scott’s or Michel even 
as a footnote. So here’s something else to pursue.] 
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