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For many years there has been a perfora
tor sitting in our garage. We do not know
how it came to be there, but apparently my
father, a stationer, acquired it originally. It
was then used by my nephews as a toy.

The device is heavy, weighing 30 pounds. It is 15"
long by 9" high by 5" wide. It is operated by a lever
(see illustration). Just below the lever there are six
adjustable wheels (or rather they were adjustable).
The device perforates six number in date format
(i.e., DD.MM.YY).

Similar types of cancellations are often seen on
revenue stamps, but I am not sure that this device
has the same purpose. Our editor, John Lyding,has
informed me that perforators of this nature were
often used to punch the date of receipt into incom
ing mail and/or to date invoices.
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