
Catalogus van de Pofins van Netherland
en OG, by Jan L Verhoeven.

A Naval Malter
Gl04 used aboard ship

PERF/POST Nederland, 1987·1991. David A. Kent (# 1901)

Perfins of Netherlands, by Enschede, 1985.

A New Illinois I?

Correspondence:

Billigs Philatelic Handbook, Vol. 19. KJMR
Co.
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The postcard shown above is
from the USS San Francisco
mailed with a 1912 1 cent Wash
ington -Franklin head stamp
punched ~G1NN". The perlin is
pattern G I04 according to The
Catalog of United States Pafins,
1979, by Balough and Balough.
The user is Ginn & Company of
Cambridge, MA.
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The question, of course, is why a perfin being used
on a Navy ship? Tbe San Francisco was an At lantic
Fleet ship at the time, and the postcard is a view of
Newport, RI, then a major naval base.
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Shown to the left is a photograph
of a letter I perfin which is not
listed in The Catalog of United
States Perfins, 1979 by Balough
and Balough. In general appear 
ance the perfln resembles perfin
pattern lo5 which is also shown to
the left for purposes of compari
son. However, this perlin is 7.5
mm high whereas perfin pattern
1.5 is only 6 mm. In addition, the
holes in the larger ~I~ appear to be
of greater diameter.

Th is particular perfin was found
on tbe thr ee nags 29t postage
stamp indicating recent usage. A
copy of the photograph bas bee n
forwarded to John Rand all, US
Catalog Editor. If you are able to
provide a confirmation copy or
copy on an enve lope, please notify
John Randall.

Marvin Mech (#2431)

D

Postal Traffic by Mailboat, by J .P. Tr aan
berg.

"Netherlands & Colonies (Marit ime Mark
ings), booklet 12, by P. Cockrill.

Larry Rebm, Ben Eves, M. Verkuil, M.
Hardjasudarma, Han Kremer .

Ed's Note: This pertin has been reported by several
members. I have forwarded the reports to
Jo hn Randall. If you have covers with an
I perfin, please check the vertical height to
see if you have an identifying cover.
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A little more information on the
Lansing Company perfin pattern
1.52. The Lansing Company goes
back to the 1880s and perhaps
even earlier. The company was
located in Lansing, Michigan and
manufactured excellent wheelbar
rows. I have correspondence to
and from them in my collection.

Most of the correspondence is on postcards used in
the 188O-90s.

52

Does anyone have a better suggestion?

Without going to the National Archives and
checking the ship's Log, I can not tell if she was in
Newport at the time of posting. Consider that
sailors often bought pictures postcards when in port
only to use them long after leaving that port.

It is my opinion that a sailor on-board San Fran
cisco acquired the stamp on a piece of mail or as a
small refund and used the perfin on his own mail.

Lansing Company - 1.52

Bill Allen (#629)

The cover illustrated in the left hand column
shows their Lansing, Michigan location. It was
posted in Lansing on April 3, 1914 using a 2 cent
Washington head with perfin pattern L52.

,;:;
The items shown by Don Haynes (The Perfins

Bulletin, January 1955, pp. 12-14) are very nice and
show the June 1916 address of the corporate office
after the company's move to New York, NY. I am
certain that the Ideal Engine Company, Lansing
Company, and R.E. Olds had a lot in common.
The next time that I am in Lansing, I will attempt
to obtain additional information.

The Larkin Company - L60
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Bill Allen (#629)

At first glance, the post card, illustrated on page
33, with perfin L60 might be construed as a person
al use of a perfin. Read the message -- this is a
double post card with the Larkin Company factories
pictured. It appears that the company supplied the
card and the perfmned 2 cent Washington head
stamp to visitors. Why a two cent stamp when the
post card rate was one cent? The two cent stamp
paid the required first class rate due to the size of
the postcard when opened.

The opened postcard shows a pictorial spread of
the Larkin Company factories at Buffalo, NY.
Unfortunate ly, the entire background and left hand
side of the card are printed in shades of brown and
are not reproducible in the Bulletin.

NOTICE

It is not too early to pay your dues for 1996-97.
Dues are $15.00 per year ($17.00 in Canada - $20.00
elsewhere). While you are at it, why not include an
extra dollar for a family membership for your
spouse. Send payments to the Secretary, Sylvia M.
Gersch, PO Box 13292, Scottsdale, AZ 85267-3292.
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