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G132 - Great Northern Railway - Home
steading

Leland L. Huss (#3200)

The illustrated brochure was probably posted
sometime after the opening of homestead filing of
land in Montana. November 10, 1911. I selected
this date because of the statement in the brochure,

"All of this land was thrown open to me on No
vember 20, 1911, ...: The brochure hypes free land
_homesteads in Montana and Oregon. The Great
Northe rn Railroad with its eas tern terminus in

. Minneapolis - 51. Paul' and routes to Wisconsin, the
Dakotas, Montana. Oregon, and Washington sought
to build up the region as a method of developing
business. 1t is difficult to realize that less than 90
years ago there still was homestead land available in
the lower 48.

-- - _.- - -
"

"
D. W. Crawford -R2, In d ianola. , '

'"
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160 and 320 Acre Homesteads
in Montana and Oregoi,

Free

Find Out About lQeOpportunities lor Homemaking along the Great Northern Rv,
771e Perfins Bulletin , March 1996 Page 50.



I'P ORT UNITIES I N OREGON AND MONTANA

1.000,000 Acres Free Homestead
Land in Oregon

"hi-, ri/.:Ilr., n-prcsout e fn'(' homestead land in Orccon-e-rcadv to)
t vc-n :,way f" r p ravt icnll v the mere asking e-simplv fill' on tln
'11 pil'n' Y"" w.uu : '111 '.ll'I't, 'If cour....-. to the H omestead 1..1 \\, -;
u- Lniu-l Sta tl':-.

I" h; __ land i-: di\-j,h 'd ;n l0 320 nn.I 16() acre Ircc horn cstc-«!s. .\11
, 20 nc-rc- :L ll,1 most IJf tln- 1(,0 ac-re- free hom o-aonds a re located

''' l1l e d ;111, 1 S"u ll1l'askrl\ f)rl'j.,:oll . and arc ch iefly in the countics
'r(\ok , l~ l ;l1 11ath, 1.:1 k(' a nd Ha rn cv. In round numbers till' avrv
. .f tlu- 3111 .n-n- u ni t s nu l likd on {ulv 1. I' ll L in Ce ntral U n ·g'll ll .
111. IH III.' .OO, hil t new entries arc hcing made every day. (I f the

; ;11111111111 Ilr lh .flOIJ.(HI(l .u-n- s. '.;,unwlhi n g O\'C, 3 ,O(m,Ollll :tcn'''; are
: '"\"" \"I" \' 1'111 I hi..: bnd \'an hI,.' had bv 1< )l: :lt in~ a nd settlement and
,,1,-j;, 1.: wit h tlu- 1{ "1ll 1' '': 1 ~'a '' ('ol1<1it i·on" dcrrumdo l hv th ..' L'nit etl

.. 1 ; , -vctn n u-n t nft r-r tln- lnn. l i-, ~1Ir\.1,.' \' \ "1. l lf the to tnl lu um-.
1.1'1' I 111 Ilrq.::. lIl. al .. 'Il l I I.Unn.OOIl .un-s arc .ag:riel11tnra l :10"

':1:' 1:11101..: : lilt' n·"t n n- ti m b..-ro l . mountainous or desert land
· · IIIJ.:: irriJ.:::.li"n.
t, 110 '1 .1.-1 ;1\' , ,~. l"n!-:" -'YlluT chnno- fOT a In-c home i" rapidly

"" ' : ;1\\ : ' ~' .

, II " 1.:.. , ' "'" I '" l l' '''- ~ '1.\ l <lRH,""' .
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The Great Northwest Has a Place
for You

W it h the driving o f the golden spi ke at Ben.I . r Jrczon . by j ames
.T . H ill on Oc tober 5th. lQ11. the Oregon Trunk Ry. ma-t e a~:c:cs"ihh'
10 t he bomcscckc r millions of free acres of rich uaricultu ral lnnd in
C entra l (In.'goo . H ere is o ne of t he lurgcst t r-u-t.s e-mon- rha-r 16 .
Wlll .ClUO nc rcs-c-and p ractica lly the last of the In-r-lnn.I in the L nu c.l
Sta ll ' ... . \Y h ile this a crea ge mav appear la nrc- VI you. settlers :lrt'

·~ ("()m i ng into Central O regon ra p id ly. a nd it will be hut a short time
1H.·fon· these .Jl 0 and 160 acre .. homestead- will all he taken up. C cn-
Iml (In ..gon· la nd ie suit able for till' r:li ~ing of whcnt and other small
/.::raill<. the tock indll'.;try p layin/.:: an irupor taut pa r t in the hi s -
I'll!' of this dist rict-e-Ir uit de velopmen t is nl so co rn ing: into prom
incncv in certain parts. C en t ra l Oreg-on \ \ "01 1 t ho m njori t v of the
prizr-s at the Dry F a rm in g Congres s . h eld in Colo rado :-;pri n gs. C olo .•
d u ring Oc tol u-r. 191 1. When la k in/.:: in to IYlIlsid ,'ralinn t hat t he ex
hihit" fro m the old er ag-ricultura l states wcrv in com petition with
(l rl'gnn . this is certai n ly a marvelous record for new Ccnt rnl O rego n ,

Xlo n ta na . the " Treasu re Sta te. " still has a 1:\IlZl' undcvclopc..1
tcrrito rv - ncnrlv 20,nOn.onn acn-s - waiting: for the settler. C e r
tai n ly in'at opportunities arc held within the boundari es of this now
ia Olo llS agricultural state for t ho se wh o want to nvnil themselves of
" tint'. Exhibit .. of M o n ta n a pro ducts at the Unito l States Land
:lI1d Irrizntion Congress in ~e\\' York during ~<)n·I11 IK.·r. 19 11, not
'JI1ly attracted :1 grl,.·at deal o f a t ten tion frum the vi ...itors to the
"how. h u t won many p rizes - t he m ost notable hein.g the james j.
Hill " <: 1000.00" silver cu p for the lX'st 100 pounds ,)f wh eat exhihit 
('d . This cu p was \\"on hy j a m l,.'s T od d . of (~ ( 'y S('r . \font. . rig-ht
in the hC:lrt of so me of the homl'st~a,nand n ow IlJlt'n to tile. Othe r
lo t:alit ie:'O of \ht· " T re-:ls ure S t:l t e " f:lrl,.'t! just a s \\"(>11,

F or furth er infnrl11:ltilln r l'g-ard ing t he 0PP'lr l tlT1 i t.it::-: :llong the
li nt' of the' (~rl':l t ;":or thern R\·, in ). Io ntan a and (I reg,m . :lnd train
"v!Ticl' . ra ilro a d fa rl' . d e. • frO;)l your (·ity. a ol tl n ·...s,

w. M. ROMINE.
Dirtrict Plswn &!t Ac!nt.

315 Sfnnlh Strt'tt ,
D!s " ainn . II .
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F OR THE HOME SEEKER

t 9t I W!{ EAT F IELD :SEA R CUT B.\ :s"K. MO:" T.

New Homestead Land Opening
in Montana

Located ncar the th riving city of Cut Bank on th e main line of
th e Great Northern R \' . in Teton Cou nty, Montana . there hnvc been
restored to homcstcadcntrv 250.000 acre" of the cho icest of northern
Xlon tn na fa rm land. Result s of the 1911 crop in tha t vicinity. hav e
pr oven the rich condition of the soil-c-Oats funn ing flO bu s. per acre,
Sp ring Wheat. 2.1 bus. pe r ac re with Winter Wh ea t 4 j to .'50 bus. per
acre . Rye 20 bus . pe r ac re. and F la x about 15 bus. per ac re.

All t his b url was th rown open to fi le on Novem ber 20th , tct t .
and is th ere wait ing- for the homesteader . There is no lotte ry con
nected with th is lan d opening-yo u sim ply file on the piece of va
ca nt land you p ick out as the best . an d it is yours-c-subjcct to th e
conditions of the Homestead Law s of the United States Gov ern 
me nt. The: soi l in the di strict just th rown open to entry is mostly
of a rich yellow sandy loam with a stiff sod. having a heavy clay
subsoil wit h .1 large pe rcentage of lime in its composition. T he la 
test Gove rn ment rain fall maps show an nvcmgc yearly precipitation
of twenty inches in th is vicinit y being considerably more than the
nvc mgc for t he sta te.

There is an op po rt unity here for you-look in to it .

F ill i n atil t , sid e of poswl card IJnJ mail to
-------.- .-- -~--- . - . ~

"' - ..- of

I n ,", I
! BEl[ I
...- - --\

W. M. ROMINE,
Dis trict Passenger Agent, Great Northern Ry.

315 Seventh Street,

DES MOINES, IA.

The Perfins Bulletin, March 1996

A urr O~· Ck:N TRAL O It EGON SC F.NId I.Y

CLI NE FALLS IN rue OES CHl lT ES IU\'ER

Fill out and tear off attucked postal card and mail 10

W . st, ROJIISE
District Pa ssenger .,1gent

Great tr orthen : Ry.
Des .Ifcines , I owa

Please send me the Jl t W publications on .1fontana and
Oregon, "iJ.'lzie!z )'Oll are gir"; llg f ree distribution.

1Yame ._

T OU' 1l ._. _

S tate J . . _

R. F. D. _

Page 52.



>.

"~
"c:.:
e 1"..
~

~
~..
0

z Z
~, "~.., o

"..c
~-0
c,

"~
":::

-.::
::l
c

- "0

".,:::
€ ""0
j :::

0
U

The Perfins Bulletin , March 1996

SII1te Comptroller of Tt!J:IlS - CIO

Gene Hirscbfelt (#2452)

The State Comptroller of Texas punches some of
the stamps issued to various state agencies. The
Comptroller uses a five pointed star with a "C'
inside it. This is identified in The Catalog of
United States Perfins, Balough, 1979, as perfin
pattern ClO. The user is identified as Comptroller,
State of Texas, austin Texas. The illustration shows
its use on a 1991 mailing from the Texas House of
Representatives.

There is a tale that the Comptroller's Office
started this a few years ago when a "lame duck"
State Legislator bought a pickup truck witb postage
stamps. The legislator had not used his full allow
ance of postage stamps for some time. He asked
for his full allotment of postage stamps and pur
chased the truck shortly thereafter.

It was never proven that the stamps he used were
the ones the State had issued and thus a new perfin
came into existence and it is still in use today.

.. --_ ...~ -_. .
- - -',

25 JUL

I S s\

ROBERT JUNELL
r.o. OOl: 291lJ

Ausuu, Tc:'X lI ~ 78768-2910

%xas
'House of I@preseTLtatives
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