
Some months ago, your editor mailed a
request for precancels to a post office which
shall not be named. We had been told by the
postmaster himself that the office had two
precancel devices remaining. I sent a check
rather than cash. My check had not cleared
the bank, so I called the post office. When I
finally reached the person I needed to talk
with, he informed me that he was waiting for
the postmaster to show him how to use the
device and that I should receive the re­
quested precancels within a few weeks.

How much training is required to use a
hand stamp?

Auction Watch

Wild Rose Philatelics, Box 1442,
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2N5, Canada's
auction No. 49 closing June I, 1996,
contains several perfin auction lots. For
example: (Estimates in Canadian $)
238 USA perfins about 1000 mixed to

1940's Est. $75.
Note: Lots 239-241 are similar.
242 Germany about 500 mixed perfins

mostly Germania heads, Condovaries
Est. $75

243 WW setof9 perfin covers and USA
(4 diff), GR BR (3), Jamaica (2
United Fruit Co), mostly pre 1950's.
Est. $40-60.

244 USA set of4-2 cent Wash Standard
oil Company Cleveland, Ohio perfins
all tied by Cleveland Circuit RPO,
flag cancels 1910-1911. Most have
illustrated backs incl Raylo lamp (2
diffin black & blue) and MICA axle
grease, gen F. Est. $75.

245 USA One Cent Franklin with MW/A
perfin tied to official receipt, MW of
A Co on Publication Building Roch
Is. Ill, ppc, minor comer bends o/w
F. Est $30.
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Wild Rose invariably has bulk lots con­
taining perfins and precancels. For example
lot 123 is described as Canada Ancient
accumulation in ancient old envelopes rang
Adm/1940 's incl better values, noted some
cancels, perfins, precancels, appears to be
untouched for many years. Many 100's
INSPECT. Est. $150-200 .

P261 on First Flight of Graph Zepp elin

Jacob Kisner (#2 168)

The spectacular cover illustrated at the top
of page 106 was carried on the first flight of
the famous airship Graf Zeppelin (LZ 127)
poses an interesting enigma since two of the
eight stamps on the cover, the Scott Cat­
alogue number CI I just under the Air Mail
Label and the Scott Catalogue number 600
to the left of C I I both have perfin P261,
P/&/W. (Note arrow) Consulting my copy
of the Catalog of United States Perfins,
Balough & Balough, I was surprised to find
this pattern still unidentified.

Although a typed comer address gives the
sender as Walther M. Rauschrnayer, 25
Broad Street , Room I 10I, New York City,
there appears to be no apparent reason why
the other two copies of CII (and four of the
definitives) are unperfinned. The question
occurs: Was Mr. Rauschmayer using two
copies ofP261 legitimately, or is this a case
of illegitimate use of a yet unidentified pat­
tern? The address 25 Broad Street, New
York City offers some speculative sugges­
tions that Mr. Rauschrnayer may have work­
ed for a brokerage house or as an agent
representing some company.

A heavy tome in my personal library called
Acronyms, Initialisms & Abbreviations
Dictionary (Gale Research Company,
Detroit) which lists well over one thousand
pages of company abbreviations has only one
identification for the initials P &W, Pratt &
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the postage dues . Springfield, Mass­
achusetts received precancels of fourteen
different denominations.
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Reprinted from Illinois Precancel News,
September/October [994, pp. 280-1, with
permission of the editor, Earl M. Ratzer.

Whitney, the aircraft engine manufacturer.
Could Mr. Rauchmayer have been employed
in some capacity by Pratt & Whitney? ls our
mysterious P26 1 the perfin of this aircraft
pans manufacturer?

I offer here a few suggestions which may
lead one of our members into finally
discovering the true identity of the owner of
P251.

Bureau Experimental Plate # Single
Surfaces at Ottawa Meeting

Back in 1916, in connection with attempts
to develop a system of producing precancels,
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing was
awarded contracts to provide four million
stamps to each of three post offices. Agusta,
Maine received one denomination, New
Orleans, Louisiana received four denom­
inations of regular stamps and two of

Somewhere in print, one could probably
find how many of each of the twenty-one
Bureau Experimentals were printed for
orders for the 12,000,000 stamps . Inasmuch
as sixteen denominations were represented in
the Experimentals, sixteen different plate
numbers (with eight positions each) could be
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