
Bulletin 332 (Oct 2004) Page 19 

COMPANIES USING PERFINS – RALLI BROTHERS 
By Dave Hill 

 
This history is taken from an obituary in the Daily Telegraph for Lucas  
Ralli who died on 10 December 2003, aged 83. 
 
The family is thought to be able to trace it's ancestry back to a Norman 
Knight who was sent to Constantinople by a French Duke in 1081. In the 
15th century the family moved to the Aegean island of Chios. Turkish 
persecution forced them to migrate in 1822. Ralli Bros., merchants, was 
established in London and Odessa importing grain and textiles and  
exporting cotton piece goods from Lancashire, back to the Levant. They 
expanded into banking and trading throughout British India and the Far  
East. 
 
In 1961 Ralli Bros was taken over and later 
sold to Slater Walker. Ralli Bros used perfin 
R03-30.02 - R.B. - from 1870 to 1918 on GB 
stamps. I have seen similar perfins on India 
stamps; do other countries have Ralli Bros 
perfins?   

o0O0o 
GUINESS BREWERY  From Rosemary Smith 
This would seem to be as good a place as any to include this information 
which 1 cut from the Daily Mail earlier this year. 
 
Guiness will no longer be brewed in Britain from next summer. The  
plant which has made the stout for nearly 70 years is to close. Guiness  
for British drinkers will be produced instead at the Dublin brewery where 
founder Arthur Guiness first made his stout in 1759. 
 
The Dublin plant - one of 50 brewing locations worldwide - makes eight 
million kegs a year for markets including Europe and the US. Some 90  
jobs will be lost when the PARK ROYAL brewery in North-West  
London closes. 
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5 perfins are associated with Guiness Breweries - the earliest being 
A.G.S/&Co (A2625.01) in 1870 at their St James's Gate Brewery,  
Dublin.  The latest AG/S (A2610.01 M) 1959-1990. 

 
My covers for A2610.01M, have the legend "Arthur Guiness Son & Co. 
(Park Royal) Ltd" on the back of the covers. These are dated 1959 but 
posted in Manchester. 
 
However, the perfins "PR" (P3760.01 - .05a) are mostly identified as  
coming from companies with works at Park Royal, London NW10. So  
from the newspaper cutting it would seem that Arthur Guiness Brewery  
was also at the same location. 
 

o0O0o 
 
GUATEMALA 'OFFICIAL' PERFORATIONS & OVERPRINTS 
 

MIKE HEMPSALL has sent this article which he found in Gibbons  
Stamp Monthly July 1936 

 

The perforating/overprinting with 'Oficial' was done in 1912/27 and  
used exclusively for official correspondence of the Government ("el  
Supremo Gobierno de la Republica") and the perforating/overprinting was 
only done at the General Post Office. The first perforation was done  
in 1912/17 by means of suitable machines which perforated blocks of 4  
at a time. The stamps so treated were SG 116-125, 133 and small  
quantities of 141-151 and 155. 
 
At the end of 1917, due to earthquakes, the perforator was damaged and  
a rubber stamp was made to take its place with which the word 'oficial'  
was handstamped indiscriminately in violet, blue or black. Stamps seen -
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