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Chuck discovered two additional locations of
somewhat later usage. Figure 2, which illustrates
one of these has been photographically cropped to
tit the page. The company's Ohio address was
1904- 12 Carew Tower, Cincinnati and the Missouri
address illustrated in Figure 2 was 616 Security
Building, Saint Louis. If members will check the
coroer card of their copies of H170, we may be able
to determine all the cities in which this company
had offices.

If you have a special request for perfm covers or
simply want to add a few covers to dress up your
collection write to: Millard J . Driscoll, 301 Driver
Avenue, Summerville, SC 29483.

Photocopies of the three covers have been for­
warded to the US Catalog Editor, John Randall,
with the recomme ndation that Baltimore, MD;
Cincinnati, OH; Chicago, Illinois; Denver, Colorado;
and St. Louis, MO be listed in the supplementary
data section of the new catalog as additional offices
of usage.

The "Experimental" Schermack Perlin

John M. Randall (#1336)
US Catalog Editor

The one Schermack perfin pattern that has always
had a special allure fur pertin collectors is the
experimental diamond shaped pattern. This is
probably for two reasons: It is an elusive perfin,
but more important is the second reason, that it
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does not fit into either of the two "normal"
Schermack formats.

Recently, a couple of covers of this pattern have
come to light. One was sold in a Southern Califor­
nia auction, and the second came into my hands.
Both show that the user was the California Perfume
Company of New York City. The second cover
even had all the original contents inside. They are
quite interesting and illuminating. The first illustra­
tion is a letter to one of the sales representatives,
showing the way the company operated. Is this
familiar? In fact, when Dorothy Brunell saw the
brochure shown in the seco nd illustration, she
immediately screamed that it is the Avon lady (she
collects Avon material). Indeed, it turns out that
the California Perfume Company was the predeces­
sor to Avon and set up the familiar method of
personal selling of wares by calling on the customer.
The brochure pointed out how the certificates show
at the bottom of the second illustration were to be
given out. Customers would then give these certifi­
cates to their church or other charity; the certifi­
cates could only be redeemed by charitable organi­
zations,

This is interesting collateral information, but it is
of no great philatelic interest, except for the identity
of the user of the perfin pattern. The intere sting
aspect is that the diamond Schermack pattern used
on the cover shown on the top of the second illus­
tration is virtually identical to the pattern used by
the California Perfume Company on its regular
stamps, the diamond of Design 22.

(Continued on page 13)
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Moreover, Design 22 was used dur ing exactly the
same period as the Schcrrnack pattern, on the
stamps of the 1908 issue.

The obvious conclusion is that the Cal ifornia Perlin
Company specifically ordered the diamo nd pattern
to be placed on their Scherrnack stamp dispensing
mac hine , to correspo nd to the regular perfin or­
dered for shee t stamps. Thu s, the diamond Scher­
mack pattern was not an experimental patte rn afte r

all, in the context that the Scherrnack company tried
this patte rn before sett ling on the standard nine­
hole square.

Given this, when the new Catalog appears, the
diamond Schermack patt ern will probably be given
some designation other than "experimental", al­
though that should not mat erially alter the allure of
this pattern as one which is different from any other
Scherrnack patt ern .

rN;;·X:n/(~i . A i;!I I / / N ' ?(~:, ,
;"i ·-;1;0;: - . j~". f '0' .1/" 1'/1':

-,•.• -.:""J ~-
---'­'­.'-... :':-.-'".-

3 Ci:l li ~ ·.C Gr >Jerl,

I
I

The "e P C · Ce rtificate P lan

CALIFORNIA PERFUME CO.
NEW YORK

The Perfins Bulletin, January 1997

'~,)"~" -'r-.-..-"~""'~"""_~ ', 'a~ .,,..''","" a ' ,,>, ....."'""'''OCed'' '""',,, ,-'" I• ..,......t"'(~

{ nVE PER CENT.CERTiFICATE: . "
j' • r til '. ' u- lIne"'" hl P~1€.5n: Ts:._I O(E.NT P uRCfiASl Of lp.c
5 ,!'1 t ~ I{ ' ; C' ~U "'i.. 'T,( ·C~oos C~RT I F ICATES IN tors Of ~ I O O OO\.J ;· ~ t ·" l.~~r: f'l ,:, :·, r f H S50 0 1t;cr.S,",B," A!f( OW RCHOR CHARl TABl E

, ...' Hl, 1I'" I ~ " TIOh -c 01..,0, Q1JAlHlTl E~ CIl5 HEO CERTt FICAT( S r1U5T BE
":..! ~ : G ,r C r -..; H . r AS' s.n En P!JR::tW:;TRS V'l'lTH .t,Do "(S5,AN O RETURMEOTO

~~ I ..\i.I! 'llH:\I;\ l~m!UI,I :( ;mip~~,~~, .
;....... ' ' .." , ,. " .
l! 11~ · ' I ' '' I . I , ~ · ~ ."\ ' ~ . t'! 1 ;J , H~ m

. .~.~~""" ""..., !~

Page 13.



DAV ID H.Me CONNELL , Presi d ent A LE XANOER D. H E N()ER SO~ . rr ee s. W I L LI AM SC HE E L E .S c cy

~/ 7.9/ 10.

Ui s s Lillie Durrnnoe,
Bowline Green. Fln.

Dear 1U. s s Durranoa I -

Yours to hand with first "i1<l <lkly r epcr t on your order
e~closed, Rnd we are eratified to r eoeive i t , and place i t on
file. For th e tiroe Gi ven to t ho '/look ~'ou have done very wel l
i ndeed, and i f you conet nuo i n t hi" wny i t 'd11 not 11.'3 lone
before you have bui lt up a large , permanerrt ~11d ever -increasing
tradtt i n "rour to\'m w~i ch will a lways yield you a [';oed ennua'l
Lncoia in future .

We would impre ss upon ~rou th<l i mpor t ance of learnin~ well
t he se11ine talks ns (>iven in your DfSTRUCTION WJlUAL. so th~.t

you can CO forth t o oolloit buoineos wi t h n complete knowledL~

of t ho intrl.nsic me r its of the line, "-l1d t hus bel onrtb led t o
t alk i t up int elliCtmtly and convinoingly, and get eooh cust omer
interested in buying four or five different artioles i n t he
line each t i me you cn.lii on her. In that W8;I you will introduce
the full line into e"ery horne. and lares order" wi ~l alw~s be
obtn1llnble. llememl1el'. i t 1s the Inrge individlW orders t h at
help to bring your t otal order up to a bie !llIlount.

Do not be 1n n hurry to send for ~rcur GOods . but oall
on ever-<Jone in the t= for orders. and wh en you are oure yan
have taken a ll the business your toml will yield then send i n
your order fo r shipment. and we are sure i t wi lil be a large

"freiGht pr epai d" one. when it comes to hand.

Wishing you continued. suoce ss in t he work , nn<l a_it­
ine; :rotu' further f :wors to come to han d , we are,

Ver y si noer ely ym~s .
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