
the registration fee. Both stamps are splits, but the
letters "Po and OS" are un-mistakenly the pattern of
the Provence of Saskatchewan (P14) as listed in
Canadian Stamps with Perforated Initials fourth
edition, Johnson and Tomasson, 1985.

The postmark is a clear hammer strike of "REGI­
NA, SASK, DE 27 34, with a purple register hand
stamp. On the reverse we note the Regina CDS
and a Winnipeg, Manitoba December 28, 1934
receiving mark.

N1295 Used in Alaska

Dave Cooper (# 1773)

Figure 1 - Post Card's Stamps and Postmarks

Unfortunately, the quality of the reproduction
does not permit reproduction in the Bulletin.

The Bettendorf Company - 881
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Figure 1 - The Bettendorf Company

The Catalog of United States Perfins, 1979,
identifies the owner of perfm pattern B81 as Micro
Div of Pomona Pump Co. Davenport, IA, A supple­
mentary location of Bettendorf, IA is listed in the
Appendix. Since the B81 pattern is BI Co, the
Pomona Pump Co. is hardly a match. An exact
match is shown in the photographically reduced
(65%) cover shown in Figure 1. The November 20,
1937 mailing's corner card lists the user as The
Bettendorf Company, Bettendorf, Iowa.

,)

129 V" " D 129.5 E

The CDS is clear . 1t is an October 15, 1953,
posting from Ketchikan, Alaska. In a similar vein,
the perfm pattern is clearly the "NP" with serfs of
the Northern Pacific Railway. By measuring the
height of the letter "P" it is easy to determine that
the pattern is Nl29.5 in which the letter "Po is 7mm
high. But why the Alaskan cancel on a picture post
card of Prince Rupert , British Columbia? The
answer is on the message side of the card which is
not repr oducible here.

Dated 10-14-53, the message reads, "Hello dear ­
Spent the day here. It is Mrs. Ryan's birthday. The
steward made her a birthday cake and we all sang
"Happy Birthday: We will be in Alaska tomorrow.
Love. Mother & Dad: Mystery solved. Tourist
purchases US postage stamps on train or ship
operated by the Northern Pacific Railroad and uses
these to mail a picture post card that she purchased
during the Canadian portion of the trip.
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Figure 2 - Micro Westco, Inc.

Another cover using the same perfm pattern is
pictured photographically reduced (65%) in Figure
2. In this instance, the corner card reads Micro­
Westco, Inc., Bettendorf, Iowa. Also of interest is
the fact that botb letters were addressed to the
Norton Company of Worcester , Mass and they were
both posted on the same day.

It appears that the next revision of the catalog
should list the Bettendorf Company of Bettendorf,
Iowa as the prime user of perfm pattern B81 with
supplemental usages being credited to Micro-Wes­
teo, Inc. and Micro Div of Pomona Pump Company.
To this end, full-sized photocopies have been
forwarded to the US Catalog Editor.

Al34A - New York State College of
Agriculture at Cornell University

John Lyding (L116)

In The Catalog of United States Petfins, J. & D.
Balough, The Perfms Club, 1979, perfm patterns
AI34A and AI34 B are listed with the confirmed
user "Agr. Dept. Cornell Un., Ithaca, NY." The
Glossary lists "Agr - Agriculture; "Dept - Depart ­
ment; and "UN - United." The use of "Un." in this
instance was certainly meant to be taken as "Univer­
sity." Abbreviated entries, such as those used for
these two patterns, were dictated by the limitations
of paper width and a manual typewriter. All in all,
the Baloughs did a marvelous job using the equip­
ment that was available in 1979. However, the
stamp on cover illustrated at the top of page 91 was
posted on August 20, 1918. It is punched with
perfm pattern AI34A. The corner card lists the
user as Information Service, New York State Col-
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lege of Agriculture at Cornell University, Ithaca,
N.Y.

There are several probable reasons for the differ­
ence in user title. For example, the Agriculture
Department at Cornell may have been upgraded to
a college or the confirming cover may have had an
incomplete return address. For example, this
cover's corner card might as well have simply listed
Agriculture Information Services, Cornell Universi­
ty, etc.

No doubt, colleges at Cornell like other colleges
shift their orientation and names from time to time.
This is born out in Education and Agriculture: A
History of the New Yorl<: State College of Agricul­
ture at Cornell University (Gould Colman, 1963, p.
98) states that the Department of Agriculture was
combined with five other depart ments in 1888 to
form "The College of Agriculture".

According to Marty Schlabach, a research librarian
at Cornell, "It appear s that at that time (1888) it
was referred to as "Cornell University, College of
Agriculture". Gould Colman reports that this name
held until May 9, 1904 when it changed to "New
York State College of Agriculture". According to
Cornell University Library Catalog authority re­
cords, the college changed its name to "New York
State College of Agriculture and Life Sciences" in
1971. The word "State" has since been dropped out
of the title as a result of a reduction in State funds.

A photocopy of this cover has been forwarded to
John M. Randall, US Catalog editor with the
request that New York State College of Agriculture
be listed as the primary user of perfm pattern

Page 91.
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