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Figure 2 - Micro Westco, Inc.

Another cover using the same perfm pattern is
pictured photographically reduced (65%) in Figure
2. In this instance, the corner card reads Micro­
Westco, Inc., Bettendorf, Iowa. Also of interest is
the fact that botb letters were addressed to the
Norton Company of Worcester , Mass and they were
both posted on the same day.

It appears that the next revision of the catalog
should list the Bettendorf Company of Bettendorf,
Iowa as the prime user of perfm pattern B81 with
supplemental usages being credited to Micro-Wes­
teo, Inc. and Micro Div of Pomona Pump Company.
To this end, full-sized photocopies have been
forwarded to the US Catalog Editor.

Al34A - New York State College of
Agriculture at Cornell University

John Lyding (L116)

In The Catalog of United States Petfins, J. & D.
Balough, The Perfms Club, 1979, perfm patterns
AI34A and AI34 B are listed with the confirmed
user "Agr. Dept. Cornell Un., Ithaca, NY." The
Glossary lists "Agr - Agriculture; "Dept - Depart ­
ment; and "UN - United." The use of "Un." in this
instance was certainly meant to be taken as "Univer­
sity." Abbreviated entries, such as those used for
these two patterns, were dictated by the limitations
of paper width and a manual typewriter. All in all,
the Baloughs did a marvelous job using the equip­
ment that was available in 1979. However, the
stamp on cover illustrated at the top of page 91 was
posted on August 20, 1918. It is punched with
perfm pattern AI34A. The corner card lists the
user as Information Service, New York State Col-
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lege of Agriculture at Cornell University, Ithaca,
N.Y.

There are several probable reasons for the differ­
ence in user title. For example, the Agriculture
Department at Cornell may have been upgraded to
a college or the confirming cover may have had an
incomplete return address. For example, this
cover's corner card might as well have simply listed
Agriculture Information Services, Cornell Universi­
ty, etc.

No doubt, colleges at Cornell like other colleges
shift their orientation and names from time to time.
This is born out in Education and Agriculture: A
History of the New Yorl<: State College of Agricul­
ture at Cornell University (Gould Colman, 1963, p.
98) states that the Department of Agriculture was
combined with five other depart ments in 1888 to
form "The College of Agriculture".

According to Marty Schlabach, a research librarian
at Cornell, "It appear s that at that time (1888) it
was referred to as "Cornell University, College of
Agriculture". Gould Colman reports that this name
held until May 9, 1904 when it changed to "New
York State College of Agriculture". According to
Cornell University Library Catalog authority re­
cords, the college changed its name to "New York
State College of Agriculture and Life Sciences" in
1971. The word "State" has since been dropped out
of the title as a result of a reduction in State funds.

A photocopy of this cover has been forwarded to
John M. Randall, US Catalog editor with the
request that New York State College of Agriculture
be listed as the primary user of perfm pattern

Page 91.
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A134A. If the Agriculture Cornell University entry
it should he relegated to the supplementary data
Appendix with the notation that the school was
renamed "College of Agriculture" in 1888which was
long before the introduction of perfins in the United
States.

Mr. Colman reported that there are, or were in
1994, several embossers in the University archives,
but he does not recall a perforator.

B12.6 - The Barrett Company - Minne­
apolis, MN

John F. Lyding (L116) .

The number 6 window envelope shown below was
mailed prior to the advent of automatic facing

equipment which not only places an envelope in the
proper position to cancel the stamp but which also
scuffs the stamp. Having been stacked incorrectly
it was postmarked on the bottom left at 3pm Octo­
ber 5, 1918, and at the correct location at 4:30pm
on the same day. The stamp is punched with perfin
pattern B12.6. The single code hole on the lower­
left of the leller "B" enclosed in a diamond would
be hard to miss.

This mailing has a corner card reading "The
Barrell Company, No. 1 - 10th Avenue South,
Minneapolis, Minn." Currently, The Catalog of
United States Perfins, lists the user as The Barrell
Company; however, no location is given. A photo­
copy of the cover has been forwarded to the US
Catalog Editor in the interests of having Minneapo­
lis, MN added to the listing of perfin pallern 12.6
when the new catalog is produced.
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