
to come up with a tentative list of "first usages" of
perfins in several countries. This list is provided
below.

Country
Australian States
Austro-Hungarian Empire
Belgium
Canada
Ceylon
Czechoslovakia
Denmark
France
Germany
Ireland
Italy
Malaya
Netherlands
New Zealand
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Russia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
United States

First Use of PerfIns
1877
Authorized April 4, 1877
1872
Authorized 1887; known use 1895
1870s
1918
1878
Authorized 1878; known use March 15, 1876
Authorized 1877; known use 1878
1922
1878
1870s
1875
1883
Known use April 26, 1892
1884
Authorized 1891; first used 1892
1894
Known use January 11, 1889
1907
Authorized 1876 or 1878 (conflicting sources)
First known use May 26, 1908

My correspondent's question introduces a need for
additional research into the topie. Early in 1997, we
willbe asking Perfins Club members to take part in
a worldwide "census" which will include a question
abo ut the earliest known usage in each country. In
the inte rim, I would appreciate hearing from mem­
bers who have examples of early known usage in
any country.

Suggested Catalog Additions and Correc­
tions

Jo hn Lyding (L116)

The following three additions and corrections to
The Catalog of United States Perfins were first
brought to my attention by Joe Laura (#1238). It
was necessary to write to Joe to ohtain additional
inform ation on some of the covers. Joe reported
that he had sold the covers to Richard Learn
(# 3265) who provided the additional details re­
quired. My thanks to both members for their assis­
tance in preparing this arti cle. For convenience, the
perfins are reported in catalog order and the word
"catalog" means The Catalog of United States
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Petfins , Balough and Balough (1979), The Perfms
Club, Ine.

There are two "AM" patterns listed in the catalog,
A176 and AI76.5. Both perfins are listed as being
used by "Amn Mutual Liability Ins Co, Hartford,
IT It is easy to distinguish between the patterns
as the lelter "A" is 9mm on A176 and 9'hmm on
A176.5. The cover illustrated on the top of page 99
(Figure 1) is a two cent embossed envelope with the
additional one cent postage paid with a Franklin
head stamp punched with paltern A176. The cover
was postmarked September 1, 1934 at Albany, NY.
The main catalog entry indicates that supplementary
data is provided in the Appendix. The supple mental
data are: "American Policyholders Insurance, Co:
(PC) Boston, MA". However ; the corner card
address : American Mutual Liability Insurance
Company, 11 North Pearl Street, Albany, NY is not
listed in the catalog. It is recommended that the
US Catalog Editor include this additi onal data in
the next catalog revision.

Arbuthnot-Stephenson Company, a dry goods and
notions wholesaler, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania is
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Figure 1 - American Mutual Liability Insurance Company

Figure 2 - Arbuthnot-Stephenson Company

the user of the October 11, 1913 cover shown as
Figure 2. That cover is franked with a two cents
red Washington-head punched with perfin pattern
A250 . The ASIC(0) pattern matches the company's
name. This is a new identification the catalog
simply lists the perfin 's letters and size.

The Atlas Powder Company of Wilmington,
Delaware is listed as the user of perfinpattern A271
in the current catalog. No supplementary data are
provided. Since the perfin spells AT/LAS I expect
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that Atlas was the primary user. The com er card
on the illustrated cover (see Figure 3, page 1(0)
-- The Zapon Company, Stamford, Connecticut -­

conjures up an image of a fireworks company. The
3c purple Washington stamp is punched with perfin
pattern A271 on the illustrated December 5, 1934
posting. If any member has access to a 1934
Stamford, Connecticut city directory I should appre­
ciate a letter providing the Zapon Company's street
address and business.
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Is this Perfins Bulletin Correctly Addressed?
Eaeh copy of The Perfins Bulletin that isn't delivered because of an incorrect address costs the Club so. plus

postage to the member. If you are moving permanently, please notify the Club Secretary, Robert W. Russ, of
your new address, one month in advance, if possible. If the address on this copy of The Petfins Bulletin is
incorrect, please clip it and mail it along with the correct address to:

Robe rt Russ
PO Box 3005
Alexandria, VA 22302
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