
PERFINS
(PERFORATED INITI ALED STAMPS)

T hi s exh ib it \\ ill tell t he story of t he use of perfo rated ini tialed stamps (pe rfins) from its
precu rso rs and its various uses.

TO PR EVE"T THE ,'T

S. W
In 1859, The Oxford Union Society adopted the practi ce of printing it" initials on the fac e of stamps it provided free to its
members. This was done unofflclally and permitted until 1869. At that time, The Society was told to conform wi th the
official procedure of printing pr-otective initials on the backs of its stamps. This practice having been init iated in 1867.

Unofficial overprint
(narrow spacing.)

Unofficial overprint
(wide spacing.)

Official underprint
(narrow spacing.)

Official underprint
(wide spacing.)

*** * **** • ••• *• ••

Editor 's Note : This page and the next three pages are from the award winning exhibition of Dr. Harvey G.
Tilles. In addition to collecting perfins and security markings, Dr. Tilles is an accredited APS
Judge and was the compiler and editor of the Tilles Catalog whieh was the first illustrated
catalog of the perfins of Great Britain. The entire exhibit will be presented in serial fashion
in future editions.
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THIE F-STAMP DETECTO R
TO PR E\' E:"T TII EFT

In Jllll. the British Post Office gave the \V.H. Everett &
Son permission to utilize its concept of thief protection.
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12 proof impressions,

w. ij. EVERETT & SON, LTD.,
Bell's Buildings, Sallsburu Square, london, E.C.

Block of 9 complete imprc-vion... .

"THE NEWSAGENT A N D BOOKSELLERS' REVI E W " a a )'a

TO CHECK THE POSTAGE.STAMP THI E F. < :
,. Not eat iafied with having done so much " (secured the con sent of t he Post-mas te r General too print on the becks of postage atemps]•

.. M~ra. Everett have gone &. step further , and made it possible for everyone to print hi e initials on the postage sta mps himself. They have
cont~ved a..handy and clever little apparatus , which they call the • Evere tt I Thief -stamp Detector, by means of which ha lf 8. sheet of stamps can
be p!,1Dted in So few seconds. Tbis t hey are pr epa red to supply at the extrernelv r eesone ble price of £1. Messrs. E ve rett will be pleased to
Iurnieh th e ' t rade ' wi th pa rti cula rs as to price s, &c ." - 1"h~' S etN agellt awl Bcwk,,;lltr, ' R~d(, IL
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O FFIC IAL AND UNO FFIC IAL UNDER PRINTS O F GREAT BRITIAN

T O I'RE\'E:"T T H l·T I

ISli7, th e Br itish Post O ffice offe red th e scr vicc of priniinu the company's name under the gum. T hese
" .. rcia l underprint st a mps were pri nted in the color ofthe stam p bei ng issued by Perkins. Bacon, and
Co mpa ny, Five d ifferen t com panies availed th emselves of the service until ISSn,
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Private co mpanies printed their na mes over the gum with black or blue ink, The applica tion of th e
stam p by licking the stamp and washi ng th e st amp from the envelope, makes the legibilty of these under
prints extremely difficu lt.
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Pho tograph of the stam ps take n
thro ugh the rever se of the cov er.
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UNDERPRINTS AND OVERPRINTS OF FR ANCE, BELGIUM & SWITZER LAND
AS PRECURSORSTO PERFINS

TO I' RE \ 'E '\T TII EFT

Belgiu m -'G' overprint for
bank ing hou...c of Mons , the
Banq ue Paternostro
Guillochin. Emile Siraut &.
Cie In use for abou t 1.
years.

LANC fR
C. L . h . P.H.

et C·.

i Cbadeville.
. \

. ".-

France 187: - 'LAl\ GEP '
und erprint.

France 1872-'C.L.h.P.M. et Co. a
Charleville' .

France IS I-;l';-'Impri11l 01
·K.JOl·R :"EL ct Cie· .
Bank er of Chauncy.

Th e French Post Office authorized the usc of control underprin ts in the late 1800 ' s. HOWl' \'l~L the unofficia l usc orUK' S': undcrpriut 

were utilized by companies printing their names over t..he gum.

Switzerla nd 1870-1872-Purple
ove rprint of Messrs. Geilinger &
Blum. Wint erhur.

Switzerla nd 1933-CuSlom5 control 'BuxlOrf & o, Switzerland 1882-"E. K. s: C'
E. Kalin &. Cic .. Einsicdcin.

The private cancellations we re recog nized by the Swis s Post O ffice and used between 185~ and 1 8 ~ 2

.... ............ . .
Tilles' Exhibit Page 4.

77,e Perfins Bulletin, October 1997 Page 172.




