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New York Central Lines Use of B252.5

Joseph Laura, Jr (#1238) and John Lyding (L116)

The New York Central Freight Traffic Department, Room 308 Trust Company Building, 205 Church Street,
New Haven, Connecticut is the corner card on this July 16, 1930, envelope which is franked with a 2.
Massachusetts Bay commemorative punched with perfm pattern B252.5 -- B&A. Please note, the #10 envelope's
illustration has been photographically cropped to fit these pages. According to The Catalog of United States
Perfins the pattern was used only by the Boston and Albany Railroad. This cover indicates a need for a
supplementary Appendix entry listing the Freight Traffic Department of New York Central Lines.

Upon receiving a full-sized photocopy of the cover from the Bulletin Editor, John Randall , the US Catalog
Editor commented: "I ... hesitate to give this an Appendix listing, for railroads were notorious for merging, using
other railroads perfins, etc."

C167 - Railway's Full Name

Joseph Laura, Jr. (#1238)

One of the problems associated with production of the various editions of The Catalog of United States Perfins
has been the rigid format used on identification pages required frequent use of abbreviations. While there is
a listing of the abbreviations used, it is often inconvenient to be flipping back and forth in the catalog. The next
edition of the catalog -- now in preparation -- will have fewer entries on a page and through the use of computer
set type abbreviations will be uncommon, if not eliminated. Pattern C167 user's entry currently is listed as
"Chicago & IL Midland Rwy," Reference to this December 8, 1961 posting (shown at the top of page 177
photographically cropped in order to fit our pages) enables us to provided the full name of, "Chicago & Illinois
Midland Railway Company." The 4c Lincoln is punched with the railway's CIM -- perfm pattern C167.

The Perfins Bulletin, October 1997 Page 176.
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