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"The Finnperforations of Cuba" was
awa rded gilt-silve r at two recent ex­
hibits. The exhibit won its first award
prese nted by the Du tch Federation of
Philatelic Associations for display at
Globe Post 100 in Arnheim, Nether­
lands, on 26-28 September 1997. The
second award was given at Rigerpost
1997 in Heerhugowaard, Netherlan ds,
1 ~-16 Nove mber 1997 . That award was
also awa rded by the Dutch Federation
of Philatelic Associations.
We congratulate member Rutgers who
has offered thanks to members of the
Perfins Club, Inc. who assisted him in
completing his collection.

The President's New
Year Message
Dear Members:
As the year 1997 has passd, a review of
some of the Club 's activi ties are appro ­
praite:
I An outstanding show at NAPEX 97

with seven members exhibiting and
winning awards

2 Ten issues of The Perfins Bulletin
with Editor John Lyding continues
to be a major source of information
and correspondence. The Bulletin
won awards at two national shows in
1996.

3 Establishment of an awards commit­
tee to work with APS judges. Ken
Rehfeld has been appointed Chair­
man of this committee.

~ An outstanding auc tion every two
months due to the major efforts of
Acting Auction Chairman Rudy
Roy.

5 Our Foreign Catalog Edi tor, Floyd
Walker has prepared the new supple­
ment to the Bavaria Catalog. In ad­
dition, he has started to prepare a
new catalog for Romania. With John
Nussbickel the Club is preparing a
new catalog for Austria.

6 We have maintained a balanced fis­
cal operation: income vs. expendi­
tures, for the year 1997 . This is due
to the income support of the auction ,
sales circuits, library , advertising,
publi cations sales. and donations.

7 In a few months into 1998, our US

Catalog Editor, John Randall will
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have the new US Perfin Catalog
ready for printing. The new cata log
will be an exiciting change from the
previous editions. It is loaded wi th
information and is easier to usc.

8 Our Sales Circuit Chairmen, Sal
Guarini and Bill Driscoll have con­
tinued to produce material for the
members.

9 Our Publication Sales and Distri ­
bution Chairma n, Jackie Ryan , has
manta ined a steady supp ly of new
material. She has been able to es­
tablish a n "on demand printing
program," in order to avoid stock ­
ing large quantities of publ ications.

10 Our new Secretary, Bob Russ has
been able to take over from the late
Sylvia Ger sch, and main tain a
recordkeeping system that is
exrernely useful.

• The one unha ppy news to report, is
that we have experienced a drop in
membe rship. Analysis of these lost
membe rs shows that the reasons
were:

• Age, eyesight, etc.,
• Deceased, and
• Tried it for a year an d lost interest .
Eac h of us can be a publ ic relations
person for the Perfins Club. If you be­
long to a local stamp club, encourage
membership from your peers . Ifyour
loca l newspaper has a stamp column, lc
me know the name of the columist and
the address. I will send them some ma­
terial to put in s coumn about perfins.
Should there be a local stamp show,
how about getting a table at the show
and staff it for the Perfi ns Club? I can
send you the materi al for that activity.
We have several members doing this
activity at the present time .
Lstely, only becau se I am runnin g out
of space, we are in need ofan Auction
Chairman . Rudy has agreed to do it in
order to help out the Club. His generos­
ity is terrific, but he has to be relieved
of the position in order to function as
our Vice President.
We are looking for someone with
knowledge of perfi ns of the world, hav­
ing the appropraite catalogs and com ­
puter ski lls. I feel certain that one of
you can do the task, but has been reti ­
cent to volun teer. Rudy will help the

Bogus German Perfins
Reported
Dr. Hans D. Hilmann
Since the completion of the German
pcrfins catalog , I have been receiving
pcrfins from various collectors who
could not find the pattern in the cata­
log. Such reports are very welcome for
catalog improvement.
I recent ly received ~ I unlisted patterns
from an American friend who had re­
ceived the m from a collector in the
United States. Most of these patterns
looked like they had been clumsily and
poorly counterfeited by hand. A de­
tai led analysis by two collectors in HoI­
land proved beyond doubt that 38 of the
4 1 pcrfins are counterfeits. TIle exact
method of analysis should not be publi­
cized in order to prevent the cou nter­
feiter from using that information to
improve the quality of his work.
I have registered these coun terfeits, but
they will not be published in additions
to the Germa n catalog. The patte rns are
shown on the acco mpanying figu re on
pagc s . The Numbers under each illus­
tration are of no significance.
This information is publ ished to warn
other collectors. T he sta mps were pur­
chased by the owner from a source in
Rum ania. The identity of the counter­
feiter has not yet been dete rmined.
Both collectors and counterfeiters
should be aware that the posit ive iden­
tification of such count erfei ts is reliabl y
possible.
Editors note : This article also appea red
in the December edition of the German
Club's Rundbreif and will appear in
The Bulletin alThe Perfins Society
(GB) .
We are indeed indebted to Dr. Hilmann
and Gerald E Soutar (LM 68 ), who
provided the English translation of thi s
article, for thi s information. Dr.
Hilmann's catalog Katalog der
Deutschen Finnen.lochungen recently
was awarded a gold medal in a
philatelic literature competition (see
page 1.)

New Price List We received

Bob Murrrin's price list No. 89 the
other day. T he pcrfins part of the list

(Continued on page 5)
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