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O ne of the lessons I lea rned from the
1997 foreign perfins cen su s is tha t
we don 't always agree when it co me s

to definin g the term perfin .
I know I'm get ti ng in to deep water

wh en I sta rt t ry in g to define anything
ph ilatelic, so let me empha size that I am no t
trying to define what anybody collec ts. We a ll
have the right to collec t a nyth ing we wan t.

Bu t when it comes to cata loging perfins, it
is important to have so me guidelines a bou t
what is and what is no t a perfin .

J oh n Randall, the U. S. ca talog ed itor, and
h is predecessors cro ssed the defin ition bridge
a long time ago. Basically , they have followed
these criteria:

A perjin is a perforated d esign, sym 
bol, ins ignia , letter, or group of letters in
a postage stamp p laced there by a n indi
vidua l, organization, or government
agency for the purpose of controlling the
stamp's postal use.

I propose that we adopt these same crite
ria for foreign perfin s .

Wha t that defin ition does is remove from
consideration-for catalog purpo ses-perfo
rations on fiscals, labels , and other non
posta l "stamps." It a lso eliminates- for
catalog pu rposes-the PAID, Kodak con trol
number, and other m is cellaneous pe rfora
tions that only wound up on a s tam p because
one got in the way.

What it does not elim inate a re the SPECI
MEN, star punches , and other pe rfora tio ns
which were designed to control a s tamp's
use.

Postal stationery is not expressly cove red
in the definition beca u se , with rare excep
tion , the perfins used on postal stationery a re
a lso u sed on postage stamps.

Some of the members with whom I have
shared this defin it ion have warned me that
there a re surely going to be exceptions to any
definition . I understand that and I've aske d
two distinguished senior members of the
Perfins Club, former preside nt Richard Me
whinney and former fore ign catalog edito r
Bob Schwerdt, to serve as advisors to help
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me make th e approp r ia te de cision when
those quest ions arise .

I suspect tha t a number of the "perfins"
reported in the most recen t ce n su s fall out
side this definition . While most members
were carefu l not to report perfins on fisca l or
revenue issues in th e ce nsu s , many did in 
clude PAlO or control n u mber pu nches a s
pa rt of the count.

So what ,----------- -,
about the rev
enues and other
pe r fo r a te d
ite ms? I sug
ge st they be
identified for
wha t they a re
and catalogued L- --'

separately.
Our first cha llenge should be to catalog a s

completely a s po ssible tho se pe rfins that a p
pear on po stage stamps and were put there to
control their use.

At the same time, we can begin cataloging
the foreign (and U. S.) perfins that were u sed
to cancel or control the u se of fiscal stamps-
and the perforations tha t we re used for other
purposes if there is su fficient in te rest.

Counterfeit Alert!
Counterfeit perfins have begun appearing

on the market in Europe in recent months
and are causing considerable concern in
Europe, Asia. and North America. We are
gathering information now about these
counterfeits and hope to have a detailed
report on them in the next issue of the
Bulletin. The counterfeits apparently are
coming out of Eastern Europe and are
sometimes bringing good money from un
suspecting collectors. Counterfeit Austrian,
German, Czech. Polish, and French perfins
have been reported. If you have information
which may be of help in isolating and alerting
collectors to this problem, please let me
know.
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