
to 6106 Linwood Avenue" below the
original address.

Because of the similarity of these cov­
ers, I believe that they should be ac­
cepted as proof that they were prepared
by the Barnum Works and are not
some chance happening. In addition, to
validating the catalog location these
covers, present us with two additional
company names, and also provide us
with a listing of the company's prod­
ucts.
With a magnifying glass and a good
light source the cancel date of March 4.
1920, can be made out partially on the
envelope and partially on the 1908 se­
ries 2¢ Washington head stamp on Fig­
ure 3. That stamp is perforated with
pattern E123 . In this case, the printed
address is "E .T.Barnum, Iron Works.
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Figure I Cover Front

Detroit, Michigan. Posted on August
17, 1932 from Laurenceburg, North
Carolina, the envelope is franked with
I¢ and 2¢ stamps which are punched
with the "ETB" ofperfin pattern EI23.

Perfin pattern EI23 is listed in The
Catalog ofUnited States Perfins.
(Balough and Balough, 1979. The
Perfins Club) as being used by the ad­
dressee, but with the words "Wire &
Iron" rather than "Iron & Wire"
Figure 3 is another return cover ad­
dressed to the "E.T. Barnum Iron
Works, 51I Cass Avenue, Detroit,
Michigan."
The envelope of Figure l.has a
preprinted address of "50 1-523 Cass
Avenue" which has been overstamped
with a bar and a new address of "6 100

E.T. Barnum - E 123
John Lyding (L 106)

Figures I and 2 show both sides of a
return cover addressed to the E.T.

Barnum Iron &. Wire Works in

• Railroad Perfins afthe Railroads of
the United States and Canada. 1966,
Murray, 40 pages.

• Catalogus van de Perfins van Ned­
erland en OG. 1991. Verhoven, 304
pages. (Available from the Perfins
Club Catalog and Sales Division for
$27.50).

• G.B. Perfins - Hospital Dies. Great
Britain. 1993, Hamill, Parhill, Steere
& Gault, 28 pages.

• .IJ1ustratedBook ofStamps with
Perforated Symbols. undated,
Adachi. 92 pages (in Japanese).

• Victorian Government Punctures,
5th ed., 1993, Scott & Troops, 54
pages. (Australia, available from
the Perfins Club Catalog and Sales
Division for $17.50).

• (Three articles), "Perfins on the
Stamps of the Building Series (1948­
53) 1995, Steveling, 25 pages
(GermanlEnglish Contains mostly
tables Also two related articles of one
page by Whitsel).

• "Railroad Company Perfins", 1971.
Ferguson, 6 pages mimeo

• "Check His Perfins", undated, Still ,
2 pages.

• Svenska Skyddsperforeringer, 1981.
Bergman, Lagerwall & Swenson, 70
pages (Swedish).

• "Japanese Navy Perfins", 1958-9, 16
pages (2 articles, JapaneselEnglish).

• "Check List of Canadian Stamps
Perforated 'O.RM.S.', ca 1946.
Maple Leafs Booklet No. J, 5 pages.

• Supplement 3, Perfins from the Ter­
ritory Czechoslovakia, 1972. Maxa,
3 pages.

(Five articles) "Sin-Kian Official
Perfins, 1937. Colby, 5 pages (China).
"An Interesting 56 Cent "Hanging
Hair' Young Queen", 1995. Rehm, I
page, (Netherlands). "Tunisia 'T' Per­
forations", I page. "Phi lippine Educa­
tion Company Perfins", undated.
Oliver & Coughlin, 3 pages. "Perfins
of China", Addendum 2, I 995, Davey,
2 pages.
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Figure 2 Reverse of cover shownin Figure I

511 CassAve., Detroit, Michigan. The
reverseof lhe cover lists Jail Cells and
Jail Work as lhe company's products.
In summary, it appears that in lhe time
spanof 1920 lhrough 1932 lhe com­
pany has two or possiblylhree names
and after starting in one location (511
CassStreel) it expanded (501-523 Cass
Streel) and lhen moved (6100-{)106
Linwwood Avenue).
In my opinion, all of lhese events

should be acknowledgedin lhe next
version of lhe caIalog. Since, I have
not seen lhe positive identification"
coveror the precancel listed in lhe cur­
renl version oflhe catalog, I can only
suggest that unless that corporate name
can be validated elsewhere, perfin pal­
tern EI23 should be listed as follows:
I Main caIalog enlrY-E.T.Barnum

Iron Works, 511 Cass Ave., Detroit,
MI (until about 1932)
Supplementaryentries
o After 1920until about 1932,
E.T.Barnum Iron Works, 501-523
CassAve., Detroit, MI
o From about 1932- E.T.Barnum
Iron & Wire Works, 6100-{)106
Linwood Avenue,Detroit, MI.

Copiesof lhe covers and this article
have been provided to lhe US CaIalog
Editor for his opinion. If received
his comments will be provided in a fu­
ture issue of The Perfins Bulletin.
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