
Foreign perfins report

Fake perfins reported on stamps of at least 22 countries
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Werner believes the forge r c rea tes the
fakes by tracing a perfin pat te rn on the back
of a stamp and using that a s a pattern. He
then clam ps a num ber of stamps together
and punches the holes . The result is often a
pa ttern in exactly the same position on a
number of stamps of various denominations
and most often with di fferent cancella tion s .
The method sugges ted by Werner also ac
cou n t s for the fact that a numbe r of the fakes
reponed so far are incomplete patterns or
have poorly pu nched holes .

A good indication of the forger 's ignorance
of perfins is his tendency to create perfins
tha t violate the size requiremen t t raditionally
imposed on perfins in most coun tries.

Even worse , some~o~f~""IIII!I.
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P
er fin s must have "arrived ." Crooks
are trying to rip us off. Fake perfins
have begun to show up on the in ter
na tional market and they are obvi

ou s ly des igned to cheat perfin s collecto rs .
We have had reports of, or seen copies of,

fake pe rfin s on the s ta mps of 22 countries,
includin g Germany , Austria , Hon g Kong,
Canada, France , Belgium, Czechoslovakia ,
Gu a temala, Pola nd, Schleswig, Danzig, Aden,
Tasmania, Jamaica, St. Vincent, Bri tis h Hon
d u ras, New Sou th Wales, Mau ritius , the
Stra it s Se ttlemen ts , Western Au stralia , Fin
land , and the Netherlands. Th ere may be
ot hers that haven 't been reponed yet.

Magnus Werner of Sweden was one of
the firs t to spot the new fakes and s ta rt
investigating them. Werner says he belie ves
the creator of the fakes is opera ting ou"t.O.f"~(IIII"'lII'I
Poland . Reports from other col - •
lectors suggest the
fakes

Continued on the next page.
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Collector warning:
Be wary of "previously unreported" perfins offered at high prices

Spotting the
fakes

Some fakes are easy to
spot, but others are tough to
catch. Significantly oversize or
overly elaborate designs can
be a giveaway. As noted by
Werner, several stamps with
the perfin in exactly the same
position-and with different
postmarks can be a warning
signal. Irregulary punched
holes, or irregular pattern de
signs can also be an indication
that the pattern was punched
by hand rather than by a perfo
rating machine. Patterns that
are unlisted in current catalogs
or differ from current catalog
listings should be regarded
with caution.

Floyd A Walker
Foreign Catalog Chairman.

P. O. Box 82
Grandview, MO 64030

edit200 l @lol.com

Counterfe its, forgeries, and fakes: the terms clarified

Som e terminology clarification is nec
es sary when we talk about counter
feit , faked , and forged pe rfins .

I re ly on the defi ni tions inclu ded in th e
Scott standard catalogs.

A counter fe it is a reproduction of a
stamp intended to defraud the government of
revenue.

A forgery is a reprodu ction of a genuine
stamp created to defraud a collector.
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A fake is a genuine stamp altered in some
way to make it more desirable to a collector.
Trimm in g perforations to create an imperf or
a dding an overprin t or a postmark are com
man ways of faking stamps.

Given these definitions, fa ke is th e appli
ca b le term for th e perfins we have been
discu ssing. As far a s we know, genuine
stamps are always u sed and the perfi n is
added to m a ke th e stam p m ore desirable to a
perfin collector.
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