
Four Items for the Catalog Ed
itor: 198, W23, V8, B165.7
Robert H. Szymanski (L I~5 )

I don't know if I am gelling luckier in

Although the perfin shown in Figure 2 chanics were lurking around the country
(see page 32) is missing some holes in the trying to make a quick buck. I can only
first two letters, there is no doubt that the wonder if nowadays anyone with such an
perfin is the WNW of pattern W23. The evil intent would go through all this trou
catalog lists a location of Hoosick Falls, ble to make a dishonest dollar? My expe-
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Figure I "B" Rate on Cover
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finding these or maybe I'm getting better
eyesight and/or insight to understand
what has come into my hands .
Figure I represents an on cover usage of a
"B" rate stamp (198). Since the present
catalog lists neither a user nor a location,
this cover may represent a beginning.
While the comer card lists the Occidental
Life Insurance Company's branch office
located in the First National Bank Build
ing in Boise. Idaho the two CDSs provide
conflicti ng data. The lighter one lists
"BOISE/MAR 11I1930/7 PMlIDAHO"
and the heavier one lists "THE DALESI
MAR 15/11 :30 AMI I93010 RE. " From
this it appears that the "The Dales" re
ceivi ng mark hit the wrong side of the
envelope. In any event, the comer card's
Occidental Life Insurance as a user does
not match the pattern's "ISL". But, at
least the Boise, Idaho location and the
first cancellation from Boise seem like
good possibilities . Maybe someone else
can help with this mystery while this
information is passed on to the catalog
editor for revi ew.
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NY which is clearly and beautifu lly
shown on the November 7, 1917 cancel.
Interesting to note; however, is the comer
card's return address of Walter A. Wood
Mowing & Reaping Machine Company,
Hoosick Falls, NY. Could the existing
catalog listing of W.A.Weed have been a
typographical error? This is another one
to make the catalog editor scratch his
head.
Figure 3 (also shown on page 32) con
firms the dilemma that must make our
catalog editor and, I suppose all inquisi
tive collectors, shake their heads when
ever we encounter a comer card identifi
cation so clearly marked, but yet so mys
terious. Someone must possess a cover
similar to this one because our catalog
lists the user of perfin pattern V8 as the
US Slicing Machine Company in La
Porte, IN. But, how do you make sense
out of this?
Interestingly enough, this cover (Figure ~

on page 33) was found wi th the contents
intact! Figure ~ shows a customer warn
ing letter stating that unauthorized me-

rience in the security field says -- NO!
Now check Figures 5 and 6. These show
both sides of a second insert, Voila!
Packed with the warning against un
scrupulous repairmen is an advertisement
for U.S. Slicing Machine's own product 
VEP oil! If you use our oil, instead of
some other brand. you will not have the
problems and won't need to have your
slicer fixed! Not only does the advertise
ment sound good to me, but the VEP
should prove that our Catalog has the
correct user.
However, I suggest, the catalog editor
should provide a note as to the meaning
ofVEP.

Figures 7 and 8 show both sides of a
cover I found recently. It is always fun to
find a cover that means something to a
collector, but finding one with many in
teresting facets makes that cover even
more prized . Mixed with a group of
covers, I pulled this cover out for only one
reason - its color - a yellowish orange! ...
not my choice for best color of the year!

(Continued on page 52)

Page 31



. '

After Ftve Days Retu rn to

W ALTER A. W OOD

)!OWI~G ok REAPI~G )IA CHl~E CO.

HOOSICK F A LLS. ~.Y .

U. S. A .

I-J CJSICKrxu,s
N2V 7 - 17

9- -- 3:1AM

N.Y.

-

. . ' .
0°.:-,:" .::0.

, . .
• ' 0 •...... .,

23 D

H. r ewel l & CO.•

She l burn e Fal l s .

'.la s s •

Figure 2 - Walter A. Wood

(ConNnuedjrompoge 31) surprise happened to be a perfin - BI67.7. a fun undertaking for another day.
According to the latest rating this is a "B" The final pleasant surprise is, that in

Being a potato lover, I could only imagine rate and since it is on a "two cent" red it checking the postmark, which confirms
what the chemicals the spray machinery is one of the early perfins. The usage also the catalog once again, I noted that the
was applying was doing to the little spuds matches the catalog listing. The cover is cancel is 7 o'clock, the l lth, day, the 7th
and later to the people who picked and ate addressed to an E.A. Adams in a neigh- month of the l Ith year. 7-11-7-11 should
the potatoes. But that is not a story for boring town which is now known merely make someone who is a craps player re-
The Perfins Bulletin. as Medway, so I now have a little re- ally want this cover.
I turned over the cover and immediately search to find out what happened to and
looked at the stamp, which to my pleasant where exactly West Medway was located

R ETUR N IN S O A.YS TO

U. S. SLICING MACHINE CO.
LA PO R TE . IN D .

/< ~ .,: ;:;.~':-....

(': c:: .,,<::::\
'\ , . ' . "~I

", i-.,.... .., ./
~.: , . --'"

"' ~. ,.

·· - • •C· "_ ._-

. I

..
. .:.::'.. " " .'" ..'

0 ' : ::..

c
Figure 3 U.S. Slicing Machine Company
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T o e.: u sers of the U . S. Slicin g; Mach ine:

It has come to our kno wl ed ge that a number of u nau tho rized parties have
been callin g upon u sers of ou r machine, representing themselves as A gents ,
Salesmen, Inspectors or Repairmen in the emplo y of th is Com pan y. In on e city
no less than six machines w ere pu t out of commiss ion by being "overhau led" by
an ine xper ienced mechanic w ho did not u nd ers tand the mach ine .

Th i s i~ t o ~iv t> n ot ice that any Representative or Repair man sent out
bv th is Compan y can at once identify h im self by documentary p roof and w e
~'n r n u l l users ot the U. S. Slicer to allo w no one u nder an y ci rcu m stances
to "adjust" h is machine u nless fuily satisfied that he is qualified to do so.

CO ll sidt> r u b l t· tl UIllU l1t· cu n h e dcne t t) t h e m a c h i n e h )' Ill 

C' lll ll'el<' n ~ })ar t i(' ~ or a u v-o rre 'w i t h rn i s c h i e vou s- i n t e rr t ,

This not ice is dis tributed on the advice of several of our customers.

u . S. SLICING MACHINE COMPANY
H ead Office and Fa ctor)" LAPO RT E, l ND .

Figure ~ - Contents of the cover in Figure ~
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Figure 5 Front and Back of Brochure
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U. S. SUCING MACHINE CO.

~achJnery'.~reate.tEJneD1yi.

F R ICTIONUSE . OIL

Would you att empt to ron an auto
mob ile witb out oil?

You r Slicing Machine require. the
same attention. Perfect results can only
be attained by using the "right oil ."

...An y tort" of machine oil will not do.
We have found thatV.B .P.Oil is the

belt be cause it i. eclorle.., ta lteleu
and odorless, W ill Dot gum or clog and
will not taint the mo,t delicate of
m eats.

Bright pam of the machine ebeuld
be wi ped over now and then with •
l of t d oth mcleteeed . 1i g h t Iy with
V. B. P. Oil .

Apply a few drops of oil to the
place. where marked. "Oil" once or
twice a week.

Do not expect the beat re.ulta from
your machine if you a re not using
V .. B. P.. Oil. Tear off .lip and mail
today with $1.25.
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Figure 6 • Inside of Brochure
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Figure 7 . Front of the Lucky Cover
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Figure 8 - Back of the Lucky Cover

081 Otto Thumauer
.chard L. Learn

Sweden•

44 Skeppsbron,

tion to be in the next version of the US
Catalog.
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copy has been forwarded to the US Cata
log Editor to permit the new identifica

~periaUirll

arompelliug 31uterut
<!J)u tIIIlerit

OTTO THURNAU ER
2 15-217-219 FOURTH AVENUE

NEW YORK

The illustrated August
26, 1913 cover to Swe
den had its postage
paid with three copies
of the 2¢ red Washing
ton head stamps
punched with perfin
pattern 081 -GTO
Until now, the user 's
name and location
were unknown.
Thanks to this cover to
Sweden we now know
the user and his ad
dress . The 215-21 7
219 Fourth Avenue ,
New York, NY ad
dress and the intricate
logo coupled with
"Specialties Com
pelling Interest On
Merit" make one won-
der what th is com-
nany's business line

isisted of. This il-
iustration is shown full size and a photo
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