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The September 1995 issue of
The Perfins Bulle tin contai ned
a photocopy of a New York
Central Railroad cover with a
NYC perlin pa ttern NI82
(RRI 18), and struck with a
Vanderbilt Michigan CDS post­
mark. My January 1961 copy of
The Official Guide lists Van­
derbilt as a flag stop between
Detroit and Mackinaw City, just
north of Gaylord . (please see
Figure I - New York Central
System Schedule, and Figure 2,
Map of the New York Central
System.) Should Vanderbilt be
added to the listed locations for
the NYC perfin?

Wh ere Did They Originate?
Reflections on Railroad Covers

John G. Pearson (#3 172)

The Secretary's Report
The Secretary is Bob Russ, P.O. Box 3005

Alexandria, VA 22302.{)302

NEW YORK CENTRAL SYSTEM
The Water L evel Route-You Can Sleep

NEW MEMBERS:
3462 Jack Sackett, 56 I Lisa Dr., Lexington, KY 40505

Beginner: US By: Jackie Ryan
3463 Ira Rubin, 10 East End Ave., #21C, New York, NY 10021

Beginner: US & Foreign
3464 Levern Potchie, 2850 N. Beverly Dr ., Beverly Hills, CA 90210

Beginner: Worldwide
3465 Martin Kintish, Box 757, Middletown, NY 10940

All
SUMMARY:

Members as of December 31, 1997 623
New Members + 4
Members as of January 3I, 1998 627

Notice from the Secretary:
Membership renewal is due by June 30, 1998. It's not to early to send in your re­
newal . Fees listed below:

USA Canada Other Countries
Annual Dues S15.OO S18.OO S25.OO
The Perfins Bulletin is mailed bulk rate printed matter. If faster delivery is desired,
please add additi onal postage as indicated.

US Canada
For first class mail S5.OO S7.oo
Non-member subcriptionS20.oo S23.oo

I recently purchased several Pennsylva­
nia Railroad covers from the Club's
Cover Sales Department. All three are
postmarked in Corry, Pennsylvania.
These raise a similar question even
though they lack a manuscript locati on
in their comer cards . Corry is located
in northwestern Pennsylvania between
Harrisburg and Erie. See the Pennsyl­
vania Railroad schedule which is
shown at Figure 3 and the system's
map at Figure 4. The February 10,
1915 , cover has perfin pattern PI99
(RR146) for the Pennsylvania Railroad
See Figure 5. The June 21, 1917 cover
is struck with a nice flag cancel with
perfin pattern P200 , See Figure 6. This
particular cover contains a notice of
delivery of a shipment of tal low and
hides for the Berliner Company in
Corry from F.R. Main in Brocton, New
York.

The August 21, 1922, cover addressed
to Berliner & Company probably con­
tained a similar fre ight arrival notice.
It has patt ern P 119 which is listed for
Pennsylvania Company, See Figure 7.
Railroad Perfins of the Rai lroads of the
United States and Canada lists the
perlin as RR I3 9 and identifies this
pattern as Pennsylvania Lines West.
This was the des ignation the Pennsyl­
vania Railroad used for its lines west of

rr.:=============::===================~~=ji.. Pittsburgh, PA for many

•

' . I years. Could a different
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Figure I • New York Central Schedule
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northeastern roads (i.e., the Reading
Company, the Erie-Lackawanna, the
Lehigh Valley, the New Jersey Central,
and the Lehigh and Hudson River).
Now wouldn't a collection of railroad
perfins of Conrails's predecessors make a

fine exhibit?

Figure 2 -New York Central System

(Continued from page <1<1)

main offices would be well represented,
but it might be difficult to find covers for
all the agency offices on the system, if
we add the complexity of systems like the
New York Central's whose subsidiaries
such as the Michigan Central and Boston
and Albany had their own perfin patterns,
and you have some real challenges ! In
any event listing all locations for all rail- Ed's Notes:
road perfins may be impossible in the John Randall and I discussed this prob­
general catalog. lem at some length during the Wilming­
It is interesting to note that the Pennsyl- ton, DE annual meeting several years
vania and New York Central merged as ago. At that time, John was of a mind to
the Penn Central in 1968 oniy to fall into not include locations for railroads with
bankruptcy. By 1976 the Penn Central the possible exception of Main Offices.

became a pan of Conrail along with other

The Perfins Eulletin, March 1998

Notes from the past
In April 1972 The Perjins Bulletin re­
poned

The largest known collection of
Vnited States perfins - that of cat­
alog chairman K.F. Lougee - con­
tains 5030 of the 5950 known pat­
terns. That's just one of the statis­
tics uncovered by Ray Snow in his
third census ofV.S. perfins. Snow
made the first survey of V.S.
perfins in 196I, the second in
1966, and the third one late last
year (1971).

The article went on to report that ap­
proximately 20 percent of the members
participated and the average collection
had 1882 patterns
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PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD
Servin g tne Na tion
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(Continued on page 47)

Figure 3 - Pennsylvania Railroad Schedule

(ConNnuedfrom page 45)

The Bulletin for April 1972 contained 9
sheets printed both sides - for a total of

1017 through 1034. Of these newcomers, 1028 Howard R. Foster
5 have remained with the Chlb. At least 1033Philip S. Jones
one, has~ away. She ~ a close Roy Ware has converted to Life Member­

I~ pages. The first 3 sheets were personal friend, LCDR Lowse Pollock, ship and is LM37, Strange, but 1 lost a
numeographed and the last 6 sheets were USN Ret. She was better known as Polly. [ nal fri d, P 11 d . ed., c ose perso en 0 y, an gam
offset pnn~ed worksheets of .forelgn pat- The long timers are: one in this group. Roy and I are both
~ms ~roV1ded by the Foreign Catalog 1018 Benram B. Grollman members of the Bowie Stamp Club, the

. mnuttee . . .. 1020 Roy C.Ware, Jr Richard Byrd Chapter of uses , APS,
Eighteen new members Jomed m Apnl. PSS and the Perfins Club
They were assigned membership numbers 1022 Fred Jeffery
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and
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Figure ~ - Pensylvania Railroad System
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.JFigure 5 - PRR Cover February 10, 1915
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Pennsyl van ia Railroad Company
Phila. Batte. & Wash. R. R. Co.
Northern Central Railway Co.

W"t Jersey & Seashore R. R. Co.
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Figure 6 - June 21, 1917 Pennsylvania Railroad Company Cover from Corry, PA
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Figure 7 - August 21, 1922 Pensylvania System Cover from Corry, PA
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