
Discoveries add to story of Panama-Pacific perfin
Further notes on P1 88 (PPI/ECO) by David Savadge (#43-L)
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P188
The Panama

Pacific
Internationa l

Expositio n
Company

A S a researcher and histo
rian dedicated to all aspects of the
1915 San Francisco World's Fair,
known as the Panama-Pacific In
ternational Exposition (PPl E),
fin ding th ree new cover s and one
cu t piece was a special treat .

The first cover, initially ca n
celed twice by a San Francisco
mute double-ring oval of wh ich
only th e lower portion is visible,
was additionally canceled with a

business a n d a d- Ir;:;;:;;;;:;;:;;;~
ministrative of-
fices continu ed to
fu nction th rough
at least Ma rch
19 16 to han d le
matters relati ng
to the return of~====~
displays, distribu
tion of awa rds
a nd prizes and
shipment of expo
sition co in s and
medals . J o in ed

m u ltiples of pattern PI 8 8 a re
sca rce . I own an off-cover s trip of
three on the 2¢ PPIE co mmemora
tive s tamp and knew previously of
a cover bearing a perfinned pair of
the I ¢ PPIE stamps.

The fou r cen ts po s tage u sed
indicates a double we ight first
class rate. The cover s hows signs
of once holding somethin g thicker
th a n a n ormal letter , probably a
souvenir medal in a cardboard
h older. The third cover (Figure 3)
s h ows a n ew earlies t known usage
of perfin pattern P 188. This dis
covery m oves the earliest known
u sage date fro m November 14 ,
1912 , to March 4, 191 2 , a j u mp
backwards of more than eight
mon ths.

For the final discovery, in stead
(Continued on page 94)

Figure 1 (left) shows
th e first known use of the
PPI/ECO patte rn on a
special delivery stamp.
(Enlarged)

Figure 2 shows (above , reduced) a cove r bearing the first known use of the
PPIIECO patte rn in block form .
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duplex of the San Francisco,
Newark, and Santa Cruz RPO on
June 19 , 19 14 , as a transit m ark
ing. Figure 1 is an enlargement
showing these details .

This is the first example known
to me of the PPI / ECO perfin on a
special delivery stamp. A Berke
ley I California , receiving mark
(J u n e 19 , 19 14 - 6 :30 PM) a p pears
on the reverse .

The next cover (Figure 2) is the
first example known to me of the
PPI / ECO pattern in block format ,
either on or off cover. The cover
illustrates post-fair usage, h aving
been po s tmarked by a San Fran
cisco, California , du plex at 7 :00
PM on January 27 , 1916. Th e fair
clo se d to the public on December
4 th of the previous year, but the
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Earliest PPIIECO use is March 4, 1912
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What happened
to this
Schermack?

AI Glass (#2840) wonders
what caused the strange
Schermack illustrated here.

The control perfin
(pattern 19)
on the
Schermack
III (Scott
344) had se
rious prob
lems in the
Kabo Corset
Compan y af
fixing ma
chine,

The
Schermack
slot perfo ra
tion is prop
erly cen
tered . The
contro l perforating device
put one set of perfins cor
rectly in relation to the cut
stamp but then something
went wrong and three addi
tional sets of perfins were
applied almost one on the
other! In addition to being
seriously miscut there are
several small internal tears
around the perfin which may
have occurred at the same
time.

If you can explain what
might have caused this to
happen, drop AI a note . He
promises to share the an
swer with Bulletin readers.

AI Glass
383 Banbury Road

Mundelein , IL 60060-1108

Members may write Sauadge at
the address below.

Please include an SASE.
Dave Sa vadg e

POBox 580
L ivermore, CA 9 4 5 5 0

chance to examine this unique
item .

I a m a lways interes ted in any
information relating to the
Panama-Pacific International
Exposition , be it perfins, stamp s,
cover s, or general history .

Eve ry li t tl e pi ece of data
helps . Photo copies a re especially
helpfu l.

I will a lso try to answer a ny
questions th a t m embers m ay
have on th is world 's fair.

Share information
about your special interest
with oth er members of the

Perf ins Club.
They may be able

to help you w it h t he addit iona l
data you need,

Your articles, notes, and
queries are alwa ys w elcome in

The Perf ins Bulletin.
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(Continued/ rom page 93)

of a photo copy I have a sketch
that I drew with the ow n er 's
permission .

The item is a two-by-four
piece , con ta ini n g a ve rtical pa ir

of the 2 ¢ Panama
Pacific commemora
tive with pattern P
188 ca n celed Novem 
ber 6, 1915, by the
Exposition's Model
Post Office In terna
t ion a l Machine. Wh at

'--__--' is interesting about
this pair is the fact

that the two perfins are mi rror
im ages,

This pa ir proves that the PPIE
business office simultaneously
punched multiple s t r ips of
stamps after fold ing them along
a line of perforation s .

We s till do n ot know the ac
tual layou t of the perfin device,
that is , how many patterns co u ld
be punched at once ,

Many thanks to Frederick
Langford for allowing m e the

Figure 3 (above) show s th e earliest
known usage of th e PPIIECO perfi n:
March 4, 1912,
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