
The
An interview with

Kurt Ottenheimer

Perfins Bulletin
June 19 9 8

Volume 52, Number 6 Whole Number 510

Club president says
perfin supplies,

member involvement,
and growth are major

issues facing Clu b

(Continued on page 105)

Inside the Perfins Bulletin this month

(Continued on page 106)

K urt Ottenheimer is the 11th

presiden t in the 55-year history
of the Perfins Club. He 's been a
member of the Pertins Club since
1976. He 's 67 yea rs old , German­
born , a retired school district ad­
ministra tor who holds a doctor­
a te in education . He and h is wife
have three daughters, one so n
and five grandch ild ren .

Bulletin editor Floyd Walker
recently interviewed Ottenheimer
about h is ph ilatelic interests, his
perfins collec tion, and his work
as president of the Perfins Club.
FW: What are you r pertins col­
lecting interests?
K O: [ collect worldwide. I have
yet to meet a pertin I didn't want
to own. I've been collecting pe r­
tins s ince 1975 and hate to part
with anything.
FW: What do you collect besides
perfins?
KO: [ focus on Spain, Brazil, Ger­
many, a nd Nica ragua .
FW: Are you as active in those
a reas as you a re in perfins?
KO: ['m secretary I treasurer of
the Brazil Ph ilatelic Association,
director of auction s for the Span­
ish Philatelic Society , and auc­
tion manger of the Nicaragua
Study Grou p.
FW: So wha t do you do in you r
spa re time?
K O: Actually , I restore antique
furn itu re when I can find the
time. I love do ing that sort of
th ing.
FW: Do you r collecting interests
reflect the traveling you have
done?
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This pair of Schrmack Type 111 coils car ries the perfin of the
International Silver Company of Meriden, CT, but the

ragged edge suggests it was not applied
by the Schermack machine .
From the collection of Sal Guarini

A Chicago cover takes a long, unsuccessful, trip

A railroad perfin gets a new identity

Bosnia & Herzegovina identifications needed

Libraries hold treasures for perfin researchers

Vanity perfins not restricted to U.S.

Twelve commercial perfins now known
on Schermack Type III coils

Robert J. Schwerdt
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' Re porte d by sal Guarini
" Re porte d by the author

''' u nco nfirme d identificatio n

Did the commercial patterns predate the Schermack control-holes?

logo. Or did the company logo
get perforated into the stamps
first a nd then the stamps get fed

.

(Continuedfr om page 101) ~atalog

clearly indicated by the rough Number Pattern Company Identification
edges of known examples. B15 B in star Burroughs Adding Machine Co., Detro it

Bear in m in d that the Scher- B30 BAI&Co 'B, Altman & Company, New York
mack slotting and the applying of
the company perfin both involved C4 C Mutual Rubber Refining Co., Chicago
imperforate sheets of stamps
made by the companies into ro lls C46' C(&R) Beckley Ralston Co " Chica go

of im perforate coil sta mps. If you D92 DR Devoe & Reynolds Co., Chicago
a re u nfamilia r with the stamps
produced by Schermack a n d F84 FHL F. H. Liggett, New York

other automated stamp perforat- 191' ISC(o) Inte rna tiona l Silver Co., Me ride n, CT
ing and a ffixing machines, check
the Scott Specialized Catalog of ~J29" ~D P/Co J ohn Deere Plow Co, Moline , IL'"

U.S. Stamps . L130 LOW David Low & Company, Salem, MA
Tha t brin gs us to an interest-

in g question: which happened N54 NCS Nationa l Cloa k & Su it Co., New York

fir st? Did the Schermack slots 5 70" SC C(o) S impson Crawford Co., New York
get s liced into the stamps a n d
perhaps the leftovers then get 5234 PS in large S Southern Pacific SS Lines , New York
perforated with the co m pany looos

?

This unusual strip of five perfinned Schennack Type III coils has full gum.
(From the collection of Sal Guarini)

into th e Scherma ck affixing ma­
chines?

The Sc h erm a c k machines
(Schermack became Mail-om-eter
and later Ma il-o -mete r while all
th is was going on) were in use
until 1927. However, all the
known examples of the logos on
the Schermacks are on the early
Franklin a n d Washington is su es.

Cou ld it be th a t the logo per­
fins are the forerunners of the
Schermack geometric ty pes?

Is it possible th a t the company
logo perfins caused th e Sch er­
mack apparatus to jam?

Could that have caused the
'logo perforations to be discontin­
ued-and paved the way for the

who was involved in the process,
whatever it mi gh t have been.

Th e twelve known types of logo
perfins on Schermack Type I1l
coils a re listed at the top of this
page . Eight of them were in­
clu ded in the previous Bulletin ar­
ticle and are in clu ded here for the
ben efit of new members.

There a re likely other Scher­
mack logo perfins lurking in col­
lec t ion s a n d dealers' stocks.
Please report any a dditional types
you find to me so they can be
added to th e lis t .

All Schermack perfins are
scarce a nd des irable items; it
might be said that the logo Scher­
macks are in h erently scarcer
than the geom et ric patterns.

Robert J. Schwerdt, who retired in
1996 as foreign catalog chairman, Is

the author of the tour-pert
World Perlins Catalog.

He also has an extensive collection of
Schermack Type 11/ pertins.
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B. Straigh t adapter which
punched in th e coded holes?
Straight's geometric designs
concentrated the holes near the
cen te r of th e sta mp a n d thus
provided le ss cha nce for the ma­
chinery to malfunction.

It should be noted that none
of the logo stamps were used by
the same co m panies that proc­
essed the geo metric patterns.
The unused strip of five shown
above-probably the length to fit
a com mercia l perfin machine­
has full gum.

Unfortu n a tely, the which
came first question rnav remain
forever unanswered. There is
probably no one living today
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