
Vanity and philatelic perfins aren't used just in the USA
Personal, vanity, and philatelic perfins-second in a series by Floyd A. Walker

· .

A
u s tralia has a new per
fin, and in time so will
New Zealand . They 're
the same perfin, in fact.

February II , 1998 , marked
the first day of use of the new
PCI NZA pattern of the Perfins
Club of New Zealand & Australia .

Club secretary John Mathews
says the PCNZA was founded in
1987 and members started think
ing about their own pe rfin pattern
two years la ter .
Unfortuna tely "an
advers e rel a tion -
ship" be tween Club . ..•.• .•
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funds and the price . . ..... -
of a pe rforator ke pt
the subject on the back burner
until recently. Th e perforator was
fin a lly acquired from Chain
s t ream Ltd. of the UK.

that everyo ne was trea ted
equally.

Th e resulting pattern is sim
ple and easy to connect with the
organization it represen ts , a l
though one does wish the group
had opted for a kangaroo or a
kiwi or even the Syd ney Har
bour bridge and to heck wit h
those who are sy mbolically chal
lenged .

By the way, the Perfins Club
of New Zealand and Australia
wa s founded , we are told , by
David Dell , a New Zealande r.
Today, the club probably has
more Australian members but it
hasn 't change d its name a nd
the cu rr en t presiden t , Robe rt
Samuel, is a New Zealander.

According to the Perfin Soci-

ety Bulletin of the UK, th e PCI NZA
pattern has so far been u sed on ly
on Australian stamps, although
its use on the stamps of New Zea
la nd is bound to come sooner or
later. It is interesting to note that
the PCNZA has its own newslet
te r-ealled The South Pacific Per
fi n Bulletin. Clearly the group
wa s wa lki ng the tight rope of na
tional sensitivities when they
named their publication.

Perfin s Club members who
would like an example of the
PC/ NZA pattern for their collec
tion can write to John Mathews ,
2 1 McConnel Crescent, Kambah ,
ACT 2902 , Australia. Send along
two US $1 bills to cover the cost
of the return postage-which " i ll
come with the new perfin .

Mathews says the perfin pa t
tern had to meet s trict condition s
in ac cordance with regu la t ions in
Australia Posts' Pos tal Guide, in
particular that it mu st not inter
fere with the name of the coun try
nor the denomina tion of the
stamp. This, he sa id , elimi na ted
several of the suggested design s
which could no t have been re
duced sufficiently wit hout becom
ing unrecognizable . Others in
volved too many pin s to be a real
istic engineering problem. An
other group of de signs (as op
posed to letter com bination s)
would have been meaningfu l only
to someone from Australia or New
Zealand. And then there was a lso
the problem of the fr iendly rival ry
between New Zealand a nd Austra 
lia a nd the need to make sure
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F erfins Club life member Ellen M. We isz (34-L)
caught the perfins collecting bug from her good
friends Dave and Dorothy Stump. Dave was the

Club's long time ed itor, secretary, and president.
Weisz and hus band Bob, a sta mp dealer, were

schedu led to attend an internationa l stamp s how in London
in 1980, so Ellen wrote ahead to Badde ley Brothers, or-
de red a perforator with he r initials (EMIW), and as ked them
to have it ready when she a rrived.

Ellen sa ys one of the highlights of the London stamp show was a vis it by
Queen Elizabeth. Ellen couldn't get in a good position to see the arrival of

· the Queen so s he gave up and went back to her husband's booth. Mo-
· ments later, the Queen showed up directly in front of the booth and Ellen
: was ab le to get a picture as the Queen passed less than two fee t away.

Husband Bob is semi-retired from the stamp bus iness (he was the
Stamp King in Arlington Heights , IL) and the two of them divide their time
between their Arlington Heights home , a Florida condo, and a cabin in Can
ada. Bob st ill has a booth at s tamp shows under his own name and helps
run stamp shows around the country. Ellen admits s he hasn 't bee n very
active with perfins co llecting recently, but the inte rest is still the re .

She's back in Ill inois now and says she will be glad to perforate current
U.S. stamps with her EMIW patte rn for members who send a long current
stamps plus an SASE.

You can reach her by writing Mrs . Ellen M. Weisz, P. O. Box 430,
Arlington Heights , IL 60006. You can also reach her by e-ma il at
FeiI34@aoLcom.

Ellen Weisz picked up her personal perforator
and saw the Queen of England the same week
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