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Schwerdt (#505-L). The second
earliest perfin on cover, a BFC (B-110) pattern of the B. F.

Cummings Company of Chicago, is postmarked May 26, 1908 . That
cover is owned by Paul Gault (#744).

But there are perhaps a thousand or more 1908-1909 cover s in ex
istence that identify other perfin pioneers. Richard L. Learn (#3265)
has undertaken a project to list these pioneers: those who put their
perforators into service during 1908 and 1909. So far he has compiled
a list of 3 10 covers with 190 8 and 1909 postmarks, but he is con
vinced that there are hundreds of other patterns that were used dur
ing perfins' first two years in the United States.

Perfins were authorized for use on U.S. stamps as of May 8, 1908,
j ust over 90 years ago. So far, no covers have shown up with a May 8
date on them but one may be lurkin g in a collection or dealer's stock
somewhere. It is also possible, suggests Schwerdt, that a perfin user
may have j umped the gun and used a perfin before the first authorized
date. Postal clerk s would be unlikely to notice.

Learn's list is on page 124. See if you can add something to it.
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J u st when were perfins first used in the United States? Some
of the early history of U.S. perfins has yet to be written, but
we do know that there were at least 310 firms using perfins
before the end of 1909.

The earliest known use of a U.S. perfin so far confirmed by cover is
May 22 , 1908. That cover, bearing pattern WFS /Co rJJ-91) of the Wil
liam Filene's Sons Company of Boston, is
owned by Robert J.

T
he long-awaited revi
sion to the Catalog of
United States Perfins
is scheduled to make

its official debut at the July 22
meeting of Perfins Club mem
bers in Springfield, Illinois.

Club president Kurt Otten
heimer says copies of the cata
log are scheduled to be on hand
for review and Catalog Sales
Manager Jackie Ryan will be
prepared to take orders for im
mediate shipment.

Along with everyone else,
the Bulletin editor will get his
first look at the catalog in
Springfield. A full review of the
catalog will be in the September
Bulletin.

As the Bulletin goes to press
(in early July), little is known
about the catalog except that it
is reported to contain more than
400 pages illustrating more than
6,400 U.S. perfin types. We've
been told that numerous ratings
have been changed, that an
earliest known usage date is
shown for most patterns, and
that some patterns have been
dropped from the catalog.

The catalog may be ordered
from the Catalog Sales Man
ager for $50.00 a copy in loose
leaf format (8Y. by 11 page size)
punched for 3-ring binder.

A limited number of library
bound copies will be made
available. They are $75.00
each and are personally signed
by the catalog editor John Ran
dall.

In both cases, the price in
cludes postage to points in the
United States and Canada.
Shipping charges are added to
foreign orders.

Orders should be sent to
Jackie Ryan, 301 South Hine
Avenue, Waukesha, WI 53188.
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