
Personal perfins sometimes just vanish without a trace
Part3 of a series on personal, vanity, and philatelic perfins by Floyd A. Walker
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M
agnu s Werner, th e
"dean" of Swedish
perfin co llectors-and
the editor of the ca ta
log of the Perfiris of

India- -has a personal perfin , It
wa s featured in the .------,
Bulletin in 1996,
but newer mem 
bers m ay n ot h a ve
seen that article.
The pattern is a
W/ ER/N arranged 1- --"

in such a way that the ER does
double d uty to spell out the last
name of the owner. Werner says
th e perforator is an old emboss ing
machin e bought at a n antique
fair which h e had rebu ilt to perfo
rate stamps to his specifications.
He uses it on ly sparingly to perfo
rate s tamps for use on mail to
other perfin co llectors, but h e
says he will be glad to provid e
copies of h is perfin on cove r to
members who send him a self
add ressed envelope accom panied
by an International Reply Cou
pon. Write h im at Klosterva gen
26, 196 3 1 Kungsange n, SWE-

ingue that Walsh's attorney had
removed all the philatelic mate
rial and arranged for its sale.
She had no knowledge of the
purchaser. Subsequent efforts
to trace the material proved
fruitless . Does anyone have any
information that might help lo
ca ted the perforator?

Domin gue vis ited with Walsh's
widow in 1979 , all tha t re 
mained were the printing press
on which h e printed the cachets
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and a few covers
. .

the pa t tern. .' . .. ·Masonic- tacked to the . .. . .
d designed wall nearby. The
orative Ma- widow told Dom-

The "square and co mpass"
logo (Des48) has a s pe
cial m eaning to mem bers
of the Masonic Lodge,

and it had a special
meanin g to stamp
dealer Ed Walsh of
Lexington , MA. He
used the logo as a
perfin pattern. The
perforator was ac
quired from Bad
deley Brothers of
London in 1978 and
Ed issued special
covers on Friday,
April 7 , 1978 , to
mark the first use of
Walsh specialized in
related philately an
and printed commem
son ic covers. He used the perfin
on m ailings to h is customers, but
a pparently not many of the per
fins were made . I tried to find out
wh a t h a ppened to the perforator
and correspo n ded recen tly with
Robert A. Domingue, a Masonic
collecto r in Boston. Domingue
says Walsh died shortly after he
acquired h is perforato r. When

mington, North Carolina. Harris was an automobile
dealer in Wilmington a n d was also very active in

civic affairs and in local politics.
The three perfins are not

scarce . Like other officers of th e
Perfins Club , h e u sed h is perfin
on a lot of correspondence, so
copies should be fairly easy to
com e by. However, I have no
idea what h a ppened to any of the

three perfora tors-or actually two perfo rators
following Harris' death.
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J ames P. Harris wa s the sixth president of
the Perfins Club. He served from 1967 to
1972 and he wa s instru
men tal in getting the first

illustrated U. S. perfins catalog
pu blish ed in 1968.

Harris had three perso nal per
fin s . The fir st, I believe , was the
JH pa ttern, listed as J55.7 in the
U.S . catalog. The second . and
third patterns were together , the HAR (H21.5) and
the RIS (R94. 5) which were cre ated from a bank per 
fora tor Harris a cquired in his h ome town of Wil-
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F ormer Bulletin editor Joh n Lyding has a personal perfin, the anchor

(he's ex-Navy) wh ich wa s written u p some time ago in the Bulletin. But
if you've gotten m ail from him recently , you may have noticed another
perfin: a single numeral. John says h e started using the number 1 as a

perfin in 1997. This year he is using the number 2. He11 switch to a 3 in 1999
and so on until 2006 wh en h e will use the O. The perfins are clearly philatelic
or a clever way J oh n has of kee ping tra ck of h ow much postage he u ses . Write L - - - - 
him (at Box 3342, Crofton, MD 2 1116-3342) if you'd like to know more about his num ber series.
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