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Perfins publicity
Perfins and the Perfins Club got
some su per pu blicity in the May
11 is sue of Stamp Collector.
Barry Krause, in his Building on
Basics colu mn, wrote about our
ho bby under the headline "Perfins
make an affordable stamp spe­
cialty." The column covered al­
most a fu ll page in the newspaper
and included Kurt Ottenheimer's
address so interested collectors
cou ld get more information about
the Club. The only shortcoming
the article had was the artwork.
Out of four perfins illustrated,
three were partials and only one
was iden tified- and that with a
"probably."

The Club, the Bulletin, and the
Club 's web site also got some in k
in Linn 's on May II with an arti­
cle about the change in the editor
for the Bulletin. That information
was provided to Linn 's inciden­
tally, total ly electronically. Vice
president Rudy Roy submitted the
article bye-mail and it was pub­
lished within two weeks of its
submission.

The April 27 is sue of Linn 's
also had a note about perfin s in
the U.S . Notes column by John
M. Hotchner. The column illus­
t r ated a stamp wi t h t h e
"moose heart" pa ttern (#MI4) and
re fere nced the Balou gh catalog as
well a s directing readers to Kurt
Ottenheimer for more in formation
about the Perfins Club.

Oops! We goofed!
Our apologies to Gini Horn at the
APRL. We called her Gina in our
May article a bo ut re search
sources. We also compou nded
the error by giving her the wrong
e-mai l address. It should be
Gini@stamps.org.

E-mail addresses are tou gh to
get right, including our own. Be
sure you check the latest list of e­
mail addresses . We hope it is er­
ror-free , but if you spot a mis­
take, let the editor know so the
list can be corrected.

New England
perfinners to meet
on September 26

Perfin collec tors in New Eng­
land will have their fourth get­
together on Saturday, Septem­
ber 26 a t St. Paul's Episcopal
Church Parish Center in Millis,
MA. You can expect about a
dozen Perfins Club members to
enjoy a day of buying, selling,
viewing, swapping, and learning
about our favorite pastime. All
me mbers are welcome. At the
last meeting, Bob Schwerdt
traveled all the way from
Poughkeepsie, NY, with his
award-winn ing exhibit. Approxi­
mate times are 10 a .m. to
4 p.m. Anyone who needs direc­
tions or other information may
call Bob Szymanski a t (508)
478-73 03 evenings or weekends
or wri te him at 10 Clarridge Cir­
cle , Milford, MA 01757.

Far Eastern Republic
Dick Scheper (#3311) has added
a new country to the world per­
fins listing: the Far Eastern Re­
public.

The republic was formed in
the aftermath of
the Bolshevik Revo­
lution in Russia . It
was located in
northeastern Sibe­

....--_,.., ria just east of Lake
Baikal. The short­
lived repu blic is­
sued only 74 di ffer­
ent stamps (ac­
cording to Scott)

L.-""";=-_o.J before joining the
Soviet Union in 1923.

The Cyrillic letters X.K. in the
perfin , according to Scheper,
s tand for Kharbarovsk Kontora,
the post office in the Siberian
city of Khabarovsk. That appar­
ently makes it an official perfin,
but little more is known. Does
anybody have mo re informa ­
tion?

25 years ago
Vojtech Maxa's gold medal for h is
exhibit of Czec hoslovak perfins a t
ELPEX in El Paso, Texas, was the
headline story in the J uly/August
1973 issue of The Perfins Bu lletin.
Maxa was one of 15 exhibitors in
what was cal led "the largest per­
fins exhibit ever held in the U.S ."
Other award winners at the Per­
fins Club's na tional convention
were J ohn Zass, Joe Balough,
Dave Stump, Raymond Endres, L.
S. Ettre, Pauline Aska, Harry Zilli,
Lee Scamp, Dorothy Savage,
Eve rett R. Liebrich , Flora Clark,
James Milne, Bob Gray, and Ken­
neth Taylor. Dues in the Perfins
Club increa sed from $3 to $4 a
year effective July 1. Dick Me­
whinney was secretary at the
time. And a membership list
published in the July/August is ­
sue showed that we had 480
members.

Times have changed!
Among the items in the editor's
pe rsonal files is a copy of Perfins,
Volume 1, Number I , published
in May 1945 by Hallock Card, of
Otselic, New York , the foun der of
the Perfins Club. The issue is
only two pages, front and back,
and wa s mimeographed on cheap
paper . Later, Perfins would be
printed by letterpress (Card was a
printer) and issued in a smaller
(5Y, by 8) format. Included in that
firs t issue is this comment about
a fair price for perfins. "When
buying from an average collector
who is selling initialed stamps that
he picked fro m his duplicates, 10¢
per 100 is plenty, as all 1 got this
way run heavy to tom and designs
that run off the stamp. The aver­
age lot has showed about 10 dif­
ferent collectable items out of each
100. For entire envelopes the price
will run from 25¢ to 50 ¢ per 100,
depending on w ho you buy from. •
Th e issue also included an adver­
tisement offering 1000 different
perfins (presumably U.S.) for
$10.00.
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