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Crisp illustrations on page s
suitable for use as an album is a
welcome feature of the new U.S.

Perfins Catalog.
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I
've spent most of my life dealing with words-as a writer,
teacher, editor, a n d of cou rse , talker, but WOW is the on ly word
I can come u p with right now to summarize my reaction to the
new U.S . perfins catalog.

I'm not sure my unqualified endorsement of the catalog will be
shared by everyone who sees it. It will r-r- ,

take a bit of getting u sed to . Some pa t­
te rns a ren 't listed a ny m ore. Some h a ve
been moved , like the International Ha r­
vester Com pany from C to I a n d Arm ou r &
Company from C to A. The pe rsonal per­
fins have be en m oved out of the main
catalog and in to the appendices. All those
things a re going to dis tu rb some members
comfortable with the Balough Catalog.

Improvements far offse t any inconven ­
ien ces , ho wever.

John Ra ndall, who shepherded the
new catalog to completion over th e last six
and a half years , has in corporated some
remarkable additions a nd changes.

There a re 45 1 more patterns than were
in the old catalog: more than 500 new L.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::...!
patterns we re added and a bout a hundred
old patterns were tossed out in the editing
process.

The catalog's layou t is vastly improved .
Basic catalog pages are set up five spaces -----------­
wide and six spaces deep, but the left space on each row is left blank
for la ter add ition s, notes or whatever , lea vin g only 24 illust rations per
page . The illustrations th emselves a re crisp black a n d show only the
pattern, thus eliminating the a n n oya nce of illus trated stamps with
straight edges or missing perfs .

The ratings system h a s been expa n ded to include a 0 +, C+ and B+
and there are numerou s ratings ch a nges.

Each listing includes the range of stamps on which the pattern is
known to have been used and, if the pattern was u sed on revenues,
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One of the biggest changes
in the new U.S. pe rfins catalog
is in the rat ings of individual pa t­
tern s . The basi c system has
re ma ined unchanged: A for the
scarcest patterns and F for the
most common. But there are
three additional rat ings: B+, C+,
and 0+ .

The criteria for some ratings
has a lso changed. In the past a
pattern was rated A if there
we re five or fewer cop ies
known. In the new system, the A
rating has been extended to ten
copies . In like fash ion, the num­
be r of stamps known for a pat­
tern to be rated B+ has been set
at 11 through 20, the B rating
has been set at 21 through 40,
and C+ from 41 throug h 80.
Other changes to the rating sys­
tem are explained in the intro­
duction to the catalog.

A cursory sampling of new
versus old ratings suggests that
a bout ha lf the ratings in the

cata log have
.A: ...947·· ·.. :cha nged . .

: An Interesting
B+ 522 : feature of the

: catalog is a
: breakdown of the
: commercial pat-
: tern s by rating­
: shown a t left.
: It is inte res ting
: to note that rela-
: tive ly few U.S.
: pe rfins a re con­
: s idered really

F 126 : common (the F
.... .. . . . . . .... : rating) while

there are nearly a
thousand perfin patterns for
which there are ten or fewer
copies known.

Ratings of individua l perfins
a re shown below the illust ra tion
of each pattern in the new cata­
log.

(Continued on page 140)
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