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Who else has a n ominee for the

world 's prettiest perfin ?

II't.rltl'"
.-rettie"t
.-erfi••"

•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•

•
•

•

•

•
•

•

•
•

•
•

•

F o ...... )101
SHEET 4

. 7.

; , :-1.1 •

H. BIER ~V. :'O

Off i,," o f
CENERAL FR EICHT CUI~l AG f..~T

Ca ll• •. Tn..

MISSOL'RI-KANSAS-TE.XA 5 R. R. CO.
or IT.XAS

Cla!m.t

Tntllt II(I:art3eI f I l lUtf

.... - :;-2t1-26

1;:1J_ II. I

• D- !or:y_I. ...~ .......
... ,...1 .. .-....... Io-G&:l' 104'.10.
. .. abbr ed. Y_ will h.
....., .,,__ .Jo.Jl .

• ...,4... .~ Shou ld,
_tco • .,«o..-_ ina: I·
,.a_ ...__ .... .1 tJU._,
.......... ?tl~ 1l

y ....'b;,:"
w. ...d-

•

• for an interesting ='1~10
• and attractive
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• Steve Grabowski (#3409) •
• •
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •·T he use of picture post cards with perfins as an advertising •
• medium was prevalent dur ing the early period of perfins use •
• when postage on a post card was only 1¢, half that of a let- •
• ter . Rudy Roy shares the card shown here as an example of that usage . •
• The card is from by W. Atlee Burpee and carries the WAB perfin (W13 ). •
• One side acknowledges a customer's order and the other shows a scene •
• from the company's Fordhook Farms. Similar cards were used to pro- •
• mote the com- •• 1pany's products . •

. Roy says post •
cards showing a •
tie between the

.....--. perfins and the ••picture makes •

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •·F erfin pattern M151 (MK&T) is not identified in the new U.S.
• catalog. This claims form postcard dated March 26, 1926,
• however , does confirm that the pattern was used by the Mis-
• souri-
• Kansas-
• Texas R.R.
• Company of
• Texas.
• The post

card identifi­• cation does• not exactly
• match the
• MK/&T pat-
• tern. How-
• ever, the Mis- Ac k_[cdii inli Cl a, m P.~ .. lo r InVU\"IlU IOn I. K P " l'?O OU.• soun, ansas .', P Ica • • r.. kc Record o f Ou r S".,.b~ .

• & Texas Rail- L...-:-~--:-:-=--~'::=:::::=---=--L J-:-----~~..J

• road was reorganized in 1923 as the M-K-T after a period of insolvency.
• The name change was typical for many of the reorganized railroad com-
• panies . The new railroad was probably just using existing stamp stocks.

The "of Texas" in the name is the result of the Texas legislature pass-• •ing a law that all railroads operating in Texas had to maintain their main
• office in Texas. Since the MK&T had only a third of their system in
• Texas, it was prudent to incorporate a new company in Texas- the M-K-
• T of Texas-with its main office in Dallas.
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R ob ert J. Schwerdt (#505L)
offer s fOUT nomin ees for the
ti tle of most attractive pe r­
fin , Two ,-...._ ...............,1

of them h e cites
for beauty of
tech nical
a chievement.

The Austrian
lyre a nd the Ger­
man F-fla g both 1-_...._ ....--'"1
employ holes of three different sizes.
Schwerdt sa 5 the pa tt erns a re true

tes tam en ts to the
designer's and die­
maker's skills.

Another favo rite
of Schwe rd t' s is the
Aus trian double­
headed eagle coa t

of arms . Too many holes in a pat­
tern ca n sometimes clu tter and con ­
fuse, but
Schwerdt says
that "from crown
to tail ju st the
right number of
holes were used
to convince the
viewer of the de­
signer 's in ten t."

Schwerdt 's fina l nomin ee for
most beautiful is tha t of th e Czec ho­
slovakian lion rampant . Althou gh
the example shown he re may lack
some ho les and is not com pletely
a ccu rate for a he raldic coat of arms,
th e vigor of thelion 's a t tack pos itio n
and the size of the pa ttern qualify it
a s most a ttractive. The pa tt ern is
even more attractive, says Schwerdt,

because he doesn't
h ave a co py!

Now all he has to
do is choose his on e
favorite from these
fou r- and h e says

'--- --..J he's not certain he
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