
U.S. perfins fall victim to fakers: five forgeries reported so far
spacin g of the holes in the other
patterns in dica te that th e pa t­
te rns are the product of some­
thing other than a perforating
machine.

Two of the fakes (th e N.Y.
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creates his ow n patterns-and
then punches th e h oles by hand.
What motivates the forger re­
mains a mystery. He (or she) can­
not be making much money from
the creation s since nobody has

paid high
prices for any
of the items.

Members
who are offered
perfins that are
said to be "new

iiliIIl......... discoveries.. or
which do not exactly match listed
varieties should be cautious.
Questions about suspect pe rfins
should be directed to the appro­
priate catalog editor.
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and the P) are on Scott 335, the
M is on 250, the 0 is on 249,
and the C is on Scot t 281.

Speculat ion is that th e forg er
traces parts of real perfins onto
randomly-chosen stamps-or

U
.S . perfins have fa llen
victim to the forgers­
apparently the same
ones who have been

grinding out fake perfins from
other countries .

Kurt 0 t te n - """'11III"''''''''''
heimer came
across five suspect
U.S . perfins in a
mixture. He
brought them to
the Perfins Club
m eeting in Spring­
field where U.S . catalog editor
John Randall declared them for­
genes.

Once again, the fakes are rea­
sonably easy to spot, particu larly
the lop -sided M. The uneven

Task force to look at use of Internet as member service

T
he Internet has m ade
an incredible im pact on
stamp collectors in the
last few years. More

and more collectors are turning to
the Internet to buy and sell
stamps, searc h for informa­
tion, and keep in to uch with
other coll ectors through
electronic m ail.

J ust how m uch impact h a s
the Internet had on perfins collec­
to rs?

Thanks largely to the efforts
of Joe Coulbourne, the Perfins
Club has an Internet web site
which includes a history of per­
fins, a directory of club services
and officers, links to other per­
fins-related sites, a summary of
each issue of the Bulletin, and,
as an experiment, the latest
auction list.

J u s t how many Perfin s Club
members h a ve visited the site?
How many h ave the capability to
use the Internet? J u st h ow
"computer literate" are we as per­
fin ners? Tha t's what we'd like to
know.

Clu b presiden t Kurt Otten ­
heimer has asked Bulletin editor

Floyd Walker to help formulate
guidelines for usin g the Internet
to su pport th e Perfins Club's
goals. Just what im pact will the
Internet ha ve on the Club, its
membership, and the delivery of
Club services?

Th e first ques tion tha t
needs to be answered is just

Ple ase respond with a
Yes or No to these three

statements.

1 I have Internet access.
2 I have visited the Perfins Club

web site.
3 I plan to get Internet access in

the near future.

how many members are now us­
ing the Internet .

The e-mail address list on
page 144 lists 33 members.
That 's on ly about 5% of the
membersh ip . It's proba ble, h ow­
ever, that others h a ve an e- mail
address, but don't want to pub­
licize it . Some mem bers may
have Internet access through a
public library, a friend or rela-

tive , a commu n ity computer ce n­
ter , or some other resou rce.

We'd like to hear from you if
you do have Internet access so
we can get a better feel for just
how many members are cur­
rently " on line ." Please take a
moment to answer yes or no to
three statements.
1. I have In ternet access .
2 . I have visited the Perfin s Club

web site.
3 . I plan to get Internet access in

the near fu ture.
You can e-m ail yo u r re sponses

to Walker a t edit2001@aol.com or
you can m ail him a letter or pos t­
card. It is important that yo u re­
spond by October 30 at the lat­
est.

Your answers will help de ­
termine just how the Perfin s Club
approaches the subject of Inter­
n et communication a n d what
t im etable we set to bring addi­
t iona l Internet services to mem­
bers.

Your other comments will be
appreciated as well.
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