
Official punches on the 1929-1943 Pegasus airmails of Uruguay
By Robert J , Schwerdt (#505-L)
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Uruguay 's official punches took severa l fonns, f rom top left, diamonds, arrows,
stars, tulips, crowns, and clubs. At lower right is one of the

Pegasus ainnails wi th an official punch.
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to learn if other members have
examples of t h e s e airmail
punches and on which Scott
numbers they are found.

I have never seen a commer
cial perfin on any of the Pegasus
set. Does anyone have an exam
ple? Another concern is the
au thenticity of the pu nched air
mails. The holes are such tha t
counterfeiting would not be hard
to do.

If you have additional informa
tion to share, please contact me
at 9 Memory Lane, Poughkeepsie ,
NY 12603. I1l keep everyone in 
formed through the Bulletin.
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1943 Pegasu s airmails (Scott
C27-C60A) .

This set gets my vote for be
ing one of the most attractive
ever issued. Sanabria Air Post
Ca talog indicates that the 14
val ues of this set were punched
for official use-some in very
limited nu mbe rs-with two stars
or two clubs (qu a trefoils). Only
50 copies of the 30c value
(Scott C41 ) bu t more than 7 ,000
copies of the $1 value (Scott
C52) were punched.

I have nine cancelled values
of the stamps and naturally I
wou ld like to fill in the five mi ss
ing items.

More impor tantly I wou ld like

• Design #2 5 (the lyre ) was used by the Brambach Piano Company
• of New York, according to the U.S . ca talog. It wa s la ter used by
• the Francis Bacon Piano Company. Still later , a
•• " " note in the Bulletin indicated that a cover had sur-
• :::':';':',: faced showing that the pattern was used by The
• :,":: :::.: Autopiano Company of New York. Does anyone
• ': :';':;' know if these three companies are the result of
• name changes or mergers or did the perforator get
• passed around from company to company? Can
• anyone produce a cover verifying use by either the Brambach or
• Francis Bacon companies? Please contact Albert E. Spencer
: (#126 1), Box 6, Angelus Oaks, CA 92305, if you can help.

•

•• Did music compan ies share perfin pattern?
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O fficial s tamps can ta ke
several forms: they may
have the word official in

the design, they may be over
printed, they may be perlinned
(we are a ll familiar with the G.N
pattern of Venezuela), or they
may be hole-punched.

Uruguay's officia l punches a re
the concern of this article. In ad
dition to overprinting regula r
postal issues for official u se , Uru
guay issu ed a set of seven stamps
in 1911 with OF/CIAL a s part of
the design and then continued to
overprint regular postal issues
until 1928.

The Scott catalog ha s two ref
erences rega rding punched offi
cial s.
o Most of the used officia l

stamps of 1901- 1928 were
punched with holes of various
shapes in addition to receiving
postal cancellations .

DAfter 1928 , official stamps
were d iscontinued and
starnps of many issues were
punched for use by officials.

Some interesting observa t ion s
can be made abaut the punches.

My only used example on piece
shows tha t the hole punch wa s
made befo re the s tam p was af
fixed . 1 also have a mint block
with punched holes.

Generally one punch hole wa s
used on postal issues and two
punch holes were used on airmail
starnps. An exception to this is
that my two copie s of the 2c of
the 1930 peace design each have
two holes . All my other examples
of po stal is su es show only one
hole . All my examples of officia l
issues have double punches.

Another anomaly concerns the
newspaper stamps. All 1922 is
sues tha t I have seen have two
holes, yet all my copies of the
19 24 and 1926 issues are single
punched.

My main reason for writing
about these punches is the 1929-
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