
Such a simple cover, but oh the story it might tell
Ken Stewart (#3245) finds more questions than answers
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F Sales department F
~ r

F needs better quality F
~ r

F U.S. and foreign F
r rfi rR pe Ins F
r rF r
r r
~ Don Carringer, who recently F
ptook over the Club's perfin s F
F sales department, says he F

R
n needs better-quality m a terial to F

; r'Fm eet the demands of m embers. R
F: The sa les de partmen t is a P
r , d ' rFgreat way to ispose of yo u r r
RU.S. and foreign duplicates. F
RThere is a co ntinuing demand F
r . rFfor D-rated and be t ter U.S. rna- r-

Rterial and for all foreign perfins. F
r-' Stamps should be mou nted F
Fin books of 100 a n d individually F
Ppri ced . Carrin ger says the F
Fbooks are availa ble through the F
Fsales department for 50 ¢ each F
For five for $2.00. F
,.. S r

~
U. . stamps rated D or bet- F

te r should be mounted m F
, books . E and F ra ted U.S . per- F

Rfins sho u ld be submitted in r
~ r'Ppackets of 100. F
r Packets shou ld be limited to F
r . r
F a smgle country. Books may be r-

Fsu bm itted with on ly one coun- F
~ try or with several re lated coun- F
~ tries included. F
r r
,.. Ca rri n ge r says collec tors F
13 should use the ir own ju dge- F
~ me nt when pricing material. F
F They shou ld consider wh at they F
Fwou ld be com fortable paying F
Pa nd price accordi n gly. F
F At the present, Carringer F
Rsays he has a supply of British F
Fperfins available in packets a t FF$10.00 for a packet of 100. He F
Falso has a limited su pply of F
FFren ch and Australian perfins F
Favailable . F
F Members interested in buy- F
p in g or selling pe rfins should F
F contact the sales manager for F
~ more information. He can be Fr-Freached at P. O. Box 14487 , Co- F
p u m bu s , OH 4 32 14 -0487 . He F
Falso has a to ll-free te lephone F
Flin e 1-888-807-6902 . F
r r
r r
r r
r r
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lette r

ery and does n ot have a com
pany comer card but does have
a company perfin ned stamp, we
can assume th a t this letter was
written on board a ship and that
the lette r wa s placed in the Bel
giu m postal system on arrival in
Antwer p . The purple h a n d
s tam p, if it is genuine, indicates
that th e

was po sted a t sea on the Red
more . Star Line's ship GothLan d . The

On the back (Figure 2) is a red purple hand s tamp also in di-
seal of a type common to ship- cates that the GothLand is not
board stationery. It says "Red an important ship with a lot of
Star Line/Antwerpen ." passengers' m a il as the cover

On the front is a purple hand- does not have a pacquet boat
stamp that says cancel.
"GothLanD." Even A little research in
more carefu l exami- my fa vori te book for
natio n reveals that trivia (llth edi tion of
the stamp is a per- the Britannica) shows
fin-a five-pointed that the Red Star
star con sis tin g of 30 Line's real name is
holes . The perfin is the Societe Anonyme
very hard to see in Be lge-Americaine ,
rea l life be cause the which by 1911 was
envelope is made of ...:F...:i.:.gu::r:.:e:..:2:. part of the American
gray security paper. Line. It ran be tween
The cance llation, under a magni- Antwerp a n d New York.
fyin g gla ss, revea ls that this cover Was the writer an American
was mailed in Antwerp, Belgium , going to Belgium who was n ot i-
in 1910. Th e stamp is Scott # 87 fying som eone of his or her safe
with the "Do not deliver on Sun - arrival? Was th e writer a Bel -
day" label intact. The cover is ad- gian businessman?
dressed to Ch icago. Who knows, but you can al -

What mi ght we deduce from ways surmise whatever you
the evidence provided so far? Ac- wish.
tually a lot. Since this lette r was
wri tten on ship company station-

I
t is always fun. to pick up a
cover and see how much it
can tell you . The more you
learn about our hobby, the

m ore you can learn and the more
you will know to look for.

The cover in Figure 1 is a
ra ther bland , gray envelope . The
stamp tells us that it is from Bel
giu m. Careful examination of the
cover tells a lot
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