
Where have all the perfins gone?
Not very far , says Joe Coulbourne (#2574)
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(Continued on page / 58)

half dozen pe rfin lots a t this s ite
during the mo nth , includi ng a
copy of the
latest Roma­
nian Perfins
Catalogue
writ ten by
Laslos Ero s
(from a Ro- ?

manian se ller
living in Bu­
charest).

Another of
the wonderful covers I acquired
from the Internet during June
was the Holeproof Hosiery Com­
pany illustrated advertising cover
shown at the top of page 158. (I
wonder how many of the hosiery
manufacturers would make the
same guarantee today?)

As a side note, at no t ime have
I been "stu n g" via Internet sales.
Stamp collectors, even though
they remain face-
less on the Inter-
net, continue to
uphold the high­
est s tandards of
ethical behavior
in their phila telic

dealin gs . •...........11III11III.
I had been

looking for an Alaskan perfin
from the White Pass and Yu kon
Railway (WP/ &/YR), US pattern
W171 and Ca nadian patte rn
W11. Th is month I final ly ac­
quired the Canadian pattern

thro ugh an advertisement I
found at David Mara sco's
web site (he can be reached
via e -mail at dma ­
rasco@Sentry. npsnet.com).
Dave advertises that he has
thousands of Canadian per­
fins and is ready to fill you r
want list and plug those
ho les in you r collection.

iiiiiMiiii6jjliiiiliiiliiiiiiol Dave located th is diffic ult
perfin for me a t a good price

and let me know it was available

The Pen nsylva n ia Railroad
cover with a wonde rful map of
the railroad routes on the front
was one of my acquisitions via
eBay. The two revenue' perfins
came my way via eBay , too . I
have lowe r values but the $1000
stock tran sfer tax stamp in ­
trigued me as did the $50 wine
tax stamp. I bought them from
Eric J ackson wh o has a si te on

U~J~B}l~~!.-b;t3~~~=====the net

and can be found at http :/ /
unuur.ericj ackson.com/: He of­
fer s a good selection of revenue
pe rfin s (US)
at very rea­
sona b l e
prices .

Ma ter ia l
found in the
eBay auctions
come from a
va r ie ty of
sources: most
are collectors .

A n o t h e r
In ternet auction source for per­
fins is at http://www.auction­
123.comlstampsl. I snagged a

THE PENNSYLVANIA
RAILROAD

In Fin OU" ROI"", IG
FWEJlG.ER Dm.RT1IEIIT

hd $traet S~
iIlilldtlomb, PI.

- - - - - -_ ._--_ ..._-,~--,--------

this article was how to
bound it , so I decided to docu­
ment a month's worth of perfin
purchases an d their so u rces. I
chose the mon th of J u ne and set
off to record every pe r fin that
came th rough the door.

The month started off well with
lots comin g in steadily from one
of the fastest growing sources for
perfins-the Internet. On e of my
favorite haunts is the eBay auc­
tion fou nd at http ://www.ebay.
-om / , There were 153 differen t

,Jerfin lots of some sort, either
stamps, covers or collections u p
for auctio n during J u ne.

I Y there a perfins short­
a ge? I hear this que s tion over
and over, but everywhere I turn
there are pe rfins available: sin ­
gles , covers, collections , and large
lots . My experience demonstrates
that perfins remai n plentifu l and
are easily acqu ired .

The real challenge to wr iting
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Perfins are readily available if you take the time to search

(Continued on page / 59)

came when I received t\\10 Ger­
man area lots from an auction
seller via the Internet. The auc­
tion site is at http://www/
s tampauctions.com/ and has a
search engi ne that lets you
search on a word or phra se . I
chec k daily on th e word perfin
and the sea rch will find every lot
by eve ry seller that contain s the
word p erfin in it , ei ther as a
whole word or a por tion of a word .
The two lots we re described as a
German perfin collection with
a bout 900 pe rfins and a German
area perfin collect ion with about
65 German perfins, 100 Bavarian
perfin s and 35 other a rea perfiris.
The firs t lot's open ing bid was
$90 a nd the second 's was S50. I
had no com petition on either lot
and both were mi ne at the open­
ers . Without the time to soak,
so rt and organize the German co l­
lection , I will say that there were
only a bou t 680 pe rfins from Ger­
many. The nice thing about this
collection was that the perfins
we re all different, either by pat­
tern or by stamp. Let me say that
at present the perfin market for
Germany and a rea is very hot and
pe rfin collections such as these
a re n ice to get--even better when
there is no com petition to outbid
you !

The jewel was the smaller col­
lection. I pu lled out 53 German
perfins on piece (all with legible
town postmarks with one gutter
pair) . Th is was followed by 5
pages tha t contained 119 Bavar­
ian perfins with each a different
pattern or s tam p! There ap­
peared to be mo re than 50 diffe r­
en t patte rns and some of the
stam ps I have never seen before .
As for the other a reas , I added
three co untries to my pe rfin col­
lection. The Baden sector of the
French Occupation Zone of Ger­
many, Bohemia & Moravia , and
the French te rritory of Alsace
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Yugoslavia we re
obta ined at a bargain price (less
than 1O¢ each ). Never overlook
the club auct ion s as a good

""""""""'''lIl'' sou rce for per-
fin material.
(Editor's Note :

SUTT\)f,j The latest Per­
fins Club auc-

Fn:::\~ :: ~ N ::·~ tion starts on
page 161 .)

In the cover
are a , C lu b
sales manager

........... Bill Dri scoll will
cater to you r

every need and will seek out
material in you r collect ing spe­

....__~_~...... cialty. He has

provided for-
•eign perfin

C 0 v e r s
month ly for
the past few

r.....__..._ .......... years . He
wor ks to a

b u dget (p r e s e t spending
amount) if you so desire and to
the frequency you can afford .
Bill's address and internet ad­
dress are listed inside the back
cover of every issue of the Bulle­
tin.

Th e highlight of the month

T
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best so u rces of perfin s
remains the Perfins Club auction
run by Rudy Roy (rroyperfin@:l0/.
com). Rudy closed Auc tion 68 on
May 3 1st and I won 8 1 lots of
perfin s ra n ging fro m sin gle
stamps to large mixes.

Of particu lar note was a newt?)
pattern tha t I picked u p. The
"normal" variety of th is perfin is
pattern K65 and reads KUM/ A/
PART. This one is miss in g the "A"
completely. Under magnification ,

there is no evi­
~,,"~!"lI"l"'_. dence of par­

, . ...- . ~ .~ . t ia lly pushed
: "'." : .~ : :.: pin s , blind per -. ' ._ [orations, or any
":"::: ;:••::: '-": of the other nor-
. ...... .. . , mal causes for

mis sing or bent
pins. Is th is a

................iIIIIIl new va r ie ty?
Was it another mach ine , different
from the firs t , u sed perhaps by
another com pany office?

Four other perfins we re each
gleaned from a cou ntry mix. The
fu ll s trike of SUTTON/READING
from Grea t Britain and the TL&C
from Denmark, especial ly consid-

(Coltlllll/edjram page / 57) ering the small ho les
via e- mail. This was tru ly a in the Danish perfin pattern ,
painless transaction. By the way, were n ice finds. A BB from Aus-
his s ite can be fou nd at http:// tria and an H .A.G~

www .np s ne t .com/dm ara sco/ ZAG~B~O_~~~€
pages/ perfin.htm/. ~ ..-...__C_ J .
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Joe Coulboum (#2574) can be found al­
most any day at his computer looking for

perfins to buy. You can e-mail him at
JosephC427@ao/.com.

Secretary's Report

New Members
3497 Donald Hens chel. 48 Lucille

Dr , Shelton, CT 06484 -2623
Beginner US

3498 Ronald Lesher , Box 1663,
Easton , MD 21601-1663
US - Revenues
by Jackie Ryan

3499 John Neefus , PO Box 16083,
Chesapeake, VA 23328
Advanced Ge rman
by Rudy Roy

3500 Robert Moran, 209 S Spring
St., Hartford City, IN 47348
Beginner US

3501 Franc is Jones, 637 E.
Rockaway Dr , Place ntia,
CA 92870-3517
Beginner US & Foreign

Address Changes
B. Boatman , 179 Marcy Drive ,
Loveland , CO 80537

Summary

Members as of
June 30, 1998 648

New members 5

Dropped for non-
payment of dues 55

Members as of
August 31,1998 598

Robert Russ, Secretary
P. O. Box 3005

Alexandria, VA22302-3005

Internet search can yield perfins gems
(Continued fro m page 158) kia perfin catalogue and she
(issued under German occupa- alerted me to two other items.
tion) were all present with one So what did I find during the
perfin each. There were 4 per- month of J une? Many thousands
fins from Belgium (issued u nder of loose perfin s from more than
German occupa - 50 countries, inclu d-
tion), 3 from the , g ing a few I had not
German offices in ~ seen before. In the
the Turkish Empire, ~ US area, I fou nd a
5 from Saar, and 13 ~ perfin on Cl (the
from Wurttemberg. ~ first ai rmail), the 50c

I r ecom m e nd ;:,. valu e from the 1902
that you not forget .•" ..~I' series (in very nice
to look through condition) and a
sales circ u its from .: number of better
non -perfin clubs. ~. perfin s (C rated or
An example of what _" ~ higher). As to cov-
can be fou nd is the '~ 10 I i1ers, I snagged close
lovely block of six I···· ·"..· ·..if to 100 with 65%

fi I" •revenu e per ms _ :L from the US. For-
snagged in the J l eign covers origi-
worldwide revenue I ;lj nated from a variety
sales circu it of the ~ ~ of countries a l-
Amencan Revenue I I .iI though .1 acqu ired
ASSOCiatIOn. Often ,E*hfg~~~t~~:;#;Q;;;:j: more British (my fo-
overlooked by more cus IS Great Britain] .
trad it ion al perfin collectors , One new pe rfin catalog, one re-
revenues are the natural con- vised (Belgium) and an update to
tinuation for a country perfin the India catalog came my way. I
collection. I am always on the did get three small perfin collec-
hunt for local, Cinderella or un- tions, two foreign and one from
usual perfiris to add to my col - the US. I will have many weeks
Iection. of sorting and mounting ahead of

Don 't forget perfin literature me to process this amount of ma-
either. By way of the Perfins terial.
Club web site and Jackie Ryan's
help I managed to snag three
new perfin related documents . I
contacted J ackie (jryan301@X.
netcom.com) via e-mail to check
the availability of the new Slova-

The late Barbara Kloss wrote in the October 1973 Perfins Bulletin that she had
found a note from a writer in Hobart, Australia , saying that small triangular
holes had been punched in the 1d and 4d first issues of Tasmania. The write r

suggested that the punches were to keep convict clerks from using the stamps as
'-- ...1 money. With the holes, the stamps could only be used for postage. Another theory was

advanced by a writer in a copy of the Essex County Philatelist of Lawrence, MA, that Barbara found . He said
that "a ll letters are thus punched through , stamp and all , which are mailed by convicts to their friends. Hun­

, dreds of convicts are sent to Australia each year and the government takes this means of identifying their
mail. " Do we know any more about this subject 25 years later?
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