
Corner cards don't always identify users
By Steve Grabowski (#3409)
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into the CM&PS . This formed what
was commonly referred to as the Pa
cific Extens ion of the CM&StP rail
way.

In 1912, the CM&PS was merged
into the CM&StP as a division /
subsidiary with rather independent
operations.

In 1928, after going bankrupt in
1925, the CM&StP was reorganized
as the CMStP&P.

In 1977 , all of the lines west of
Miles City, Montana, were abandoned
or sold off to othe r railroads .

At some time, the CMStP&P was
commonly referred to as the Milwau
kee Road .

Based on this his tory, one can
make the following assumptions
a bout P202 and 202A.
o They may be fou nd on covers

with the corner card of CM&PS
from 1908 to 191 2 ; ho wever, with
the short time span invo lved, per
fins may not ye t have been pre
pa red .

o They may be found on covers
with the corner card of the
CM&StP from 19 12 to 1928.

o They may be found on covers
with the corner ca rd of the
CMStP&P from 1928 to 1977.

This doesn't necessarily hold true
in all cases. As companies merged or
changed na mes , the supply of sta
tionery and perfins did not necessar
ily cha nge simultaneously . There
could be so me overlapping of usage.

The only cover I have has the
CMStP&P corner card a nd is dated
1938 which fits with the history we
know . If any readers have cove rs to
co rroborate any of the history, please
let me know. I would be interested in
obtaining copies of these covers to
support the data for the new railroad
perfins catalog.
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7 he corne r card fou nd with a
perfin doesn 't always corre
late with what is known

about the firm involved . Often re
search ing the history of a perfin user
\....i1l yield additional information.

This is an attempt to clear up the

I
anomalies for the users
of U.S . perfins P202
iand P202A: the Chi-

I
cago, Milwaukee &

I Puget Sound Rwy

I
ICM&PSI, the Chicago,

,-=====~ Milwaukee & St. Paul
~ Rwy (CM&StPI and the

Chicago , Milwaukee,
St. Paul & Pacific Rwy
ICMStP&Pj.

In 1905 , the
CM&StP made the de-

L -.J cision to compete with
the Union Pacific and

Great Northern for the freight reve
nues of the expanding Northwes t Pa
cific traffic to the Midwest. To this
end the CM&StP purchased railroads
in Washington , Idaho, and Montan a
a nd incorporated as the CM&StP of
each state . To complete the link ,
construction of trac kage in South Da
kota began .

In 1908, the CM&PS was formed
by amending the original charter and
merging the railroads of Washington ,
Idaho , Montana, and South Dakota

Ll!Ja rk your calendar now for the 1999 Perfins Clu b meeting at the
Precan cel Stamp Society convention August 2- 8 in Lexington, KY.
The Perfins Clu b wi ll have a table there which can serve as a gath

ering point for members . If other members would like to have thei r own table
they need to rese rve the m now . The charge for an 8-foo t tab le with a backup
table is $75 for the six days of the show . Table reservations need to be made
by December 1. Contact Gary Hendren , 12737 Glenage, Maryla nd Heights,
MO 63043-28 11 for in form a tion. Watch the Bulletin for info rmation about
Perfins Clu b activ ities bein g planned for the meeting.
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