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This cover from W . M. Hoyt
Company, wholesale grocersof Chi·
cago, showsa November 15, 1909,

use of an Alaska-Yukon
commemorative. The stamps went

on sale June 1 oftha! year.
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A specialty within a specialty
Perfins on the Alaska-Yukon Commemoratives

By Herb Ashendor! (#3486)

N ome 55 years ago, when I was first introduced to stamp collectin g, I
was a very fortunate 8+year-old boy. The husband of a school
teacher of mine took me under his wing and taught me all the basics

of stamp collecting. Even more exciting was a very generous donation of dupli­
cates culled from his collection, but ever so proudly displayed in mine.

Among the many things I learned was never to collect damaged stamps .
Along with the lessons on thins, missing perforations, tears, fading, and so on ,
was the stron g admonition to not include any stamps with the little hole s
punched. in them. That lesson, along with many others, had been finnly irn­
planted and lasted. a life time-until about five years ago .

I started. a specialized collection of the Alaska-Yukon issue, Sco tt N370 &
N371. I thought about how appealing that specific s ta mp had always
bee n to me, the varia tions of private vend-
ing perfs, th e - _ ')-
eye ap - •~ ::....:: . '

peal, and t: ~P)'\909:: .
the great tlCIJ ,'5 1- - C"
fo r e s igh t \. -.. . :::::::
that se- ....... !..!.~.

ward d is­
played in
purchasin g
Alaska, es­
pecially in
ligh t of the
Cold War .

W h en
the gold
medal Hat-
ton collection L =:::.:::.:.-- - - -
was broken u p in February 199 5, I
bid heavily (read expe ns ively) on some of the
many cho ice items that appealed to me the
most. Up to that time, I had never been of­
fered either a precancel or perlin of either ------------­
stamp. So , at the last minu te, I instructed. the agen t to be sure to secure for
me the lot of 6 perfms on N370 on cover (wh ich came at a total cost of $50) and
a ~ER/NER" perfin , on the impe rforate stamp on a brown Wemer Co. re tu rn
envelope (net cost $45). In the 30 mon ths since then , I have seen two others,
one decen t example of the Wemer for $70 and more recen tly, a very ratty ex­
ample for $100. Both were pro udly presented by very knowledgeable dealers
with brief comments on overa ll rari ty!

With all that freshly in mind, I set out to deliberately look for more exam­
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C385

F71

H89

ABO

C407

Gn-29A

HIICo

First

ACBlLD

C&s:..- .::="-:-::-:--_ _
GE

Pattern

PBIC P22 or P22A

Pertlnson the Alub-Yukon
luueof1909

ABlCo A38

KU&Co K41-------- --- ----
REC/ORO R54

CP C258
S 56 ----
---- -- - - ---
L&~ L185

---
ATC(o) A268 or A268 3

USIICo U79
------
SSW S2n.5

GSICo G161

FAIR F25 or F25.5

NYC N162

G(Co) G62

UTH U103

learn more 'abou t my "damaged"
s tamps. So far, the learning bor­
ders on just about a shodd U.S.
perfins were first authorized in
1908 and I am cha sing them on a
large commemora tive of 19091? No
wonder my success ha s been so
limited .

I joined the Perfin Club, primar­
ily to learn. What h as happe ned
only two months into my member­
ship?

On e member promised to quote
me a price on some Alaska-Yukons,
a dealer who obviou sly got my
name from the club roster so ld me
23 A·Ys , mostly different, and I got
the shock of my life. Now I'm learn­
ing a lot more about perfms th an I
ever thought possible.

I have no idea how many
Ala ska-Yu kon commemoratives are
known with perfins on them, but I
am anxious to find out .

Herb Ashendorf shares his
checklist of the perfins he krwws
exist on the Alas ka -Yukon issue

(at ri{}ht) and would appreciate
krw wing of other knaum perfins on

the issue.

(COIItinwd from pt1~ I)

pies . 1 wrote letters , posted notes on
the Internet , and have s pen t count­
less hours co ntacting d ealers
throughout the country. Total resu lt:
zero, nada, zilch and nothing-just
the usual "sorry:

So those few pieces la nguished in
my collection, not really u nloved, but
certainly not fully apprecia ted. Just
sort of there , filling a "hole: bu t not
much else.

I al so have a collection of world
wide early illustrated advertising cov­
ers. Abou t a year ago, I had the op­
portun ity to purchase a folded letter­
sheet.

Ready to mail and fully folded , it
measures 3 '1. by SY.I. When opened
it measures a whopping 17'h. by 11
a nd has a large blank center panel
surrounded by ads with more of them
on the back. It's ca lled "The New
Com bine d Envelope and Lett er Pa ­
per: and all the in fonnatio n appears
on the back side when folded . In
pale violet it says ' Pa ten tee. Proprie­
tor, & Publisher, Isaac Evans , and so
')n :

Can you imagine my su rprise
when I discovered that the Penny
Red, from plate 147 wh ich was put to
press April 2 , 187 1, was perfinned
IE! Just above the placement of the
stamp This Stamp is ." whi le below, ,
"Not transferable." This piece bears

W hen 55 members f ai led to

AClC(o) A64
no date anywhere, but the stamp is -- ---- ---
consistent with the style and type in WERIN ER W62

--
u se in the early 1870·s. r en ew their Per -fins Club mem - LCiCO L55-2

My research has shown that there - - -
are only two of these covers recorded bersh ips this summer , president R&K R167 or R167A

-- ---- -- -
or known. Nothing has been learned Kurt Otteoheimer ATC A267A
about this perfin to da te. decided to find out why. He -- - - - - --

BL Bl50Now I was compelled to learn mailed letters to the dropouts
about perfins , those s ta mp s I always

asking Q number of questions.
HOYT H149

thought to be damaged goods! So, I
joined the Perfin s Club. I hoped to Here's wha t he learned. W-eICo W48

Two nave moved and left no forwarding address . Four are deceased. Two said they a r e not now em ployed and are

cutting back on expenses. Twelve are no longer interest ed in per-fi ns and t hree overseas me mbers sai d t he cost

of f ore ign dollar transactions is prohibitive. Bes t of all , 13 of these r ecei ving t he let ter sent a long renewal
checks. Kurt's letter a lso elic ited some addi tional observations. Most of t hose responding said t he Club's dues

fairly reflect the servi ces offered by the Club . The auction and the publication sales deportment are the most

used services offered. Ottenheimer pions to seek further information about how the Club is doing in the months
a head through a membership survey. Watch the Bull~tin.
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