
Canada's first four perfins : the very scarce Small Queen issues
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stamps other than the Small Queen
issue. If we look at the scarcity of
the perfrns on the Small Queens,
consider these fact ors:
l. The W.J. Gage is the most com

mon. with fewer than 1.000 in
total, mos t of wh ich are not on
the Small Queens.

2 . The Intercolonial Railway is the
next common, with a rarity fac
tor of C, or no more than 30
reported .

The only four Canadian perfins known on the Small Queen
Issue: from left, W. J . Gage, Intercolonial Railroad,

Sun life Assurance, and J . H. Sti les.

i

P erfm s were unofjicia11y in use The W.J.G perfin was first seen
in Canada Crom 1885 . In in 1889, the others in 189 3.
18 9 5 Canada of f icia lly Rarity Facton
authorized their use for ide n- The rarity factors listed in J ohn-

tifiea tion pu rpose s . The timing of son & Tomasson of all the early per-
the ir use coincided with the S ma ll fins are much 100 conserva tive,
Qu een issue (1870-1897). since they include perfms on

The his tory and technical detail::. ~

of perlin production r-
are trea ted in Cana
dian Stamps and
Perforated Initials
by J ohnson and

Tomasson, so will ~====:!!!:====~====~!!!:====not be detailed .
here. Rather, the
purpose here is to
expand on some of
the inform ation de- _

scribed in that ref-
erence.

Four firms were the first to u se
perfins in Canada and the only ones
whose perfins appear on the Small
Queen issue.
ll> W. J . Ga ge Co ., Toron to (W.J.G) •

WIO.
}> In tercolonial Railroad, Montreal

IIC/RI - 11
» Su n Life Assurance Co. of Can

ada , Montreal (S.L/Aco.) - S 13
» J . H. Stiles of Mon treal

IJ .H./S.I- J6

Ibe a:Nef '"""'" allow reveals1I-..100~ . Thill ""'" may be11-.. only example Of
the revefSedICRperfin ()"I~.
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