
Philatelic exhibitions often recognize that perfins are good publicity
Floyd A. Walker continues his look at personal, philatelic, and vanity perfins

The ARI/PEX perti n was
suggested by Club

president Joe Balough.
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The 35th anniversary of the Pertins Club was marked by the first use of
another pertin and by anoth er national gathering.

-this time in Virg in ia Beach, Virginia

however, auto-
graphed by Ba 
lough.

The 'first day
of usage- nota
tion on the cover
shouldn't b e
taken too seri
ou s ly either. It is
po ss ible that cov
ers exist with ear
lier postmarks. I
have a cardboard
strip with four
punches of the
ELI PEX perfm

along with a note ..::============================~
that the ' first im
pression- of the
perfm was 28
Ma rch 1973 . _ _ -,-_-,-_-,-__...,.._-,---: -,- _

That note is also signed
by S alough. It is likely
that Balough used the
perfm on mail so me time
be twee n March 28 and
the middle of June .

A couple of years
later, Balough talked the
Arizona Federation of
S tamp Clu bs into creat
ing the ARI/PEX pattern
{A233. 5PJ for their 197 5
show in Phoenix.

In 1978, the Perfins
Club celebrated its 35 t1•

anniversary at VAPEX,
the annual show of the
Virginia Philatelic Federa
tion. It ju s t happened to

At least three phila
telic exhibition s in
the United States

have had perfms created
especifically for them:
ARIPEX , ELPEX, and
VAPEX. The new U.S. cata
log says a perlin was also
created for COMPEX in
Ch icago but it wa s n 't used.

Two of the perfins,
those for ARIPEX and E~

PEX, were done a t the be
hest of the late Joseph J .
Balough. one-time presi
dent of the Perfms Club
and U.S. catalog edito r.

The EL/ PEX pattern
(E70.5P) wa s the first of the
three. Balough was an Of

ganizer of the ELPEX show
and invited the Perfine
Club to ho ld its annual
meeting a t th e 1973 event
in Balough's home town of
El Paso , TX. He even cre 
ated special covers to com 
memorate the exh ibit a nd
th e first official use of the
EL/PEX perfm on J une 15.
The cover sh own here car
ries two s tamps tha t cou ld
well skew the "known us
age- records for the pat
tern. Neither s ta m p was
current in 1973 and the
perfin ce rtainly wasn 't
around in either 1942 or
1948 when the sta m ps
were current. The cover is ,

JUH! 15 · 17
EL PASO, TEXAS

ascenain what happened
to the ARI/PEX and ELI
PEX perforators or to learn
wh ether they a re still u sed
at shows in those a reas .
Perhaps a membe r can
hel p u s out with that infer
mation.
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