
How much should you pay
for a U.S. perfin?

It's a simple, straightforward question.
Then why isn 't there a s imple, stra ightforward answer?

Now, maybe there fs.
Up to now there hasn't been any decent data on which to de­
termine perfin prices, but Joe Coulboume (#2574) has come to
our aid with an analysis of recent Perfins Club auction sales.
The data may surprise you. Here's what Coulboume found out
when he looked at six recent auctions.

not to include "seaso nal" cetegc­
ries.

A potential bidder / buyer
must also understand that
these prices are SEllING prices .
one bidding incremen t over the
second high bid . Auctioneer
Rudy Roy tells me tha t he re­
ceives bid s for certain items far
in excess of the selling price, so
the data from this analysis
shou ld be used as a starting
poin t only.

So what does the data tell
u s?

Analysis Based on 1979 Catalog Ratings

Analysis Based on 1998 Catalog Ratings
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Auction data provides guidance on U.S. perfin values

rather than guesswork.
I have included a scatter

ch art showing the 1034 "C"

Scatter Analysis of C-rated Perfins
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rated perfms to illustrate the
variances in bidding. You can
see that the bids range from a
high of $12.50 to "no sale". The
chart also shows that many peo­
ple bid in the same price range.
Rudy Roy tells me that three or
more bidders may have the
same to p bid-giving support to
the sugges tion that you get you r
bids in early since the first bid

Joe Coulboumedoes his auction
analysis from his home in

Fredericksburg, VA. He can be reachec
at JosephC427@aol.com.

Bob Szymanski, one of the Perfins Club's truly nice guys!

Bob Szymanski. LM1.(S

I n the late 1980s, Bob Szyman ski . who is a specialis t
in classic French stamps, wound up with an accumu­

lation of 400-500 French perfms. It was a welcome diver­
sion and the beginning of a new interest-and specialty.
He joined the Perfins Club in 1990 a nd holds the last of
the life memberships--#145.

Szymanski , a Cleveland native who some­
how wound u p in Mas sa chusetts 13 years ago ,
specializes in French pertins but has an im­
pressive U.S. and worldwide collec tion as well.

The former Marin e reservist (never activated
during the Vietn am War as one of Bob
McNamara's "shoc k troops"] now manages a
finn which sells and monitors alarm systems in
Worces ter, MA. He has three grown children
and when he isn't trying to add to his collec­
tion s , will most likely be found on the golf
course or tending his woodland gardens.

Szymanski is a regular attendee at Perfms
Club events and is always willing to lend a
helping hand. When queried abou t his bes t ad­
vice for perfin collectors, he passed on a tidbit

given him by Bob Schwerdt a nd Dick Mewhinney:
"Never pass u p the opportunity to pick u p rea sonably
priced perlins, as th ere will al ways be a home for them
in your collection or that of one of our members."

Ironically. that advice has al so led Szymanski to
have a rather impress ive collection of U.S.
perlins on cover, inclu ding several thou­
sand duplica tes which he is wining to trade
or sell- sometimes (edi tor has persona l
knowledgel). If you le t him know of any spe­
cial needs or wants, he promises to keep an
eye out for you .

Note: Lest the editor get the blame,
let it be know that Bob Szymanski wrote this

article himself-including the parenthetical
notes. Other than cof19Cting a few grammatical

and spelling errors, the editor made no changes
to the origina' copy. The headline, however, was

written by the editor.
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