
One small victory....Bob Schwerdt takes his victories one country at a time

Treasurer says we're in good shape financially

Sa les of the n ew U.S. perfins catalog boosted the ba lance sheet of
the Perfins Club in 1998 . It cost the club a little over $9,000 to

produce 250 looseleaf a nd 50 hardbound copies of the catalog. By the
end of the year, 232 loo selea f copies and 26 hardbound copies had
brought in a little ove r $1 3 ,000. A second printing of the looselea f
ca talog was ordered in J a nua ry so the ca talog will remai n in stock to
satisfy continuing demand .

On the income side of the balance sheet, the Club rece ived
$7,659.50 from d u es , $1 ,527.68 in a uction commissions, $239.33 in
cover sales commissions, $53.70 for advertisements in the BuUetin,
and $ 121.52 in interest on checking a ccou n ts . In addition, the club
received. $2,816 in donations to memorial funds and earned $953.14
on certificate s of deposit.

Expenses included $8,851.26 for the Bulletin, $330.60 for advertis­
ing, $74.34 for the August gathering in Springfield, $75.00 for pu blic­
ity, $1 2 for insurance, $ 13.25 for bank charges, and $659.03 for out­
of-pocket expenses by officers and committee chairs.

The bottom line: the club has $5,300 .33 in operating funds,
$26,198.50 in certificates of deposit, and $4,5 29 .89 in memorial
funds.

It 's a good. financial position for the Club and a tribute to the care­
fu l money management of the officers.

After having collected perfins
for a few years, I thought it
would be great if I cou ld

find a perfin example from each
cou ntry or affiliate. That is still
m y ambition, yet unfulfilled after
a 35-year quest.

Certain coun tries have pro­
duced single perfm types: French
India, French East Africa, Martin­
ique , and a few others. Before I
tum com pletely white-headed (I'm
almost there ), my chances of ob­
taining examples from these
places are slim indeed. Better
odds would be securing pe rflne
from a place where multiple pe r­
fin types are known.

Such a place, with a h igh pri­
ority on my want list, is Port Said .

The World Perfins Catalog lists
fou r patterns, illustrating three of
them, from this Egyptian ci ty.
Though Port Said is a French post
office located in Egypt, special
stamps we re issued for use there .
Hence , though a French affiliate,
for my purposes, it becomes a
separate coun try.

....................
.. .... .......

dered if I
them ove r.

Doe s a child like ice cream?

About a week later, two ship­
ments arrived packed with perfins
in glassines arranged by cou n­
tries. Disappointment quickly se t
in since most of the perfins a p­
peared to be someone's discards :
splits and missing holes. A few
had pencil notations incl ud ing
catalog n u mbers. I was re signed
to seeking better copies, a ddi ­
tio nal postmarks, or d iffere n t is­
sues. The though t of finding a ny
new types from this mix was no w
fa r removed .

The last e nv elope I tackled wa s
a thick one con taini ng French
perfins , but the co ntents were
repetitious: SGs, CLs , HMs , and
so on. I was finally down to exam­
in ing a small pi le of the last few
stamps . Most were face down but
one was fa ce up with only the top
half vis ib le. I could tell it was an
early type because of "rights of
man- female design . I thought,
then hoped, it might be a French
Levant issue to salvage some of
my disappointment. I could not
readily determine the perfin type
because of some backing paper
which I d iscovered la ter .

As I pu lled the s tamp from the
small pil e of other perfins, two
words on the bot tom of the stamp
j um ped ou t : PORT SAIDI It was a
pretty copy of C.N., nea tly cen­
tered . I wo ndered h ow this item
ha d escaped the vigi lance of the
previous owner s of the mixture,
but I didn't wonder for long. Soon
the s tamp was cleansed from its
backing paper and secured in my
album.

I relish ed my victory and en­
joyed thinking a bou t Bob's reac ­
tion when he would first see the
perfin .

Then reality sank in.
It was a small victory.
The campaign m u s t go on.
There are yet unconquered ter -

ritories and fifty more ba ttles to
win b efo re to ta l victo ry :
BUS HIRE, IRAQ, ISTRlA, UTHUANIA,
SHAIGHAJ... •...
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