
The PNEM perfins of the Netherlands
If you have any perfins from the Netherlands, chances are good that one of them is a PNEM.

There were actually two PNEM perfins and in this article, Jan Verhoeven, the editor of the catalog of Dutch perftns.
tells the story of these two perfins. This art icle was brought to our attention by Martin O'Grady and is published here.

in slightly condensed form, with the permission of the author.
The article first appeared in the PERFILEX '97 program and later, in English, in Netherlands Philately_

1950 , Cliche a nd Stempe:lfabrik
A.C. Verhees quoted a price for
a perforator with the letters
PNEM with a delivery time of six
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PNEM-1 (left) and PNEM-2 (center). In 1936, the lower left
pin of the E in PNEM·1 disappeared (right) .

weeks. On November 13. 1950,
the perforator, as quoted, was
ordered by PNEM. It took a
while be fore the perfo rator was
delivered. On Februa ry 2, 1951 ,
PNEM inqu ired a bout the deliv­
ery date. On February 3, Ver­
h ees replied that "after repea t­
edly writing, a note wa s rece ived
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A cover with a diagonal NPEM-1 perfin used March 5. 1927. It was
can~led by hand with an advertising cancel of 's Hertogenbosch Vestig U

In Den Bosch. Bouwgrond voor Handel and Industrie (building sites for
commerce and industy).
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PNEM perfins of the Netherlands

And 25 years ago....
Foreign perfins were very

much in the news 25 yea rs ago,
just as they a re today . Barbara
Kloss announced that she was
starting a study of French perfins
in cooperation with a collectors
group in Fran ce , and Vojtech
Maxa published a major article on
the perfins of Romania. For U.S.
co llectors, William Corliss up­
dated his definitive list of perfins
on the 1902 issue.

perfins in 1875 , not 1903 (the
October 1998 Bulletin) or 1895
(the Jan uary 1999 Bulletin) .

Sometimes it just doesn 't pay
to touch the keyboa rd.

Once again , now, the Nether­
la nd s fir st used perfins in 18 75.
Martin says the firs t u ser was
Petrus Regou t (P.R/M) , a glass
and ce ramic man ufacturer from
the Dutch city of Maa stricht .

Sorry, Ma rty. I1l try to make
you look be tte r in the future.

Texas perfinners invited
to join precancel gathering

Perfins an d precancel collec ­
tors in Texas will gather in Fort
Worth on March 6 a t the Texas
Precancel Clu b 's sprin g mee tin g
a t th e Country In n & Suites by
Carlson , 22 00 Mercado Drive.
The precancel folks will ho ld a
bu siness meeting~_and

a u c t i o n a ndI t h ey're
won derfully toler - c __ ~ ._

an t of perfins col ­
l e c t o r s -

PCOb a b lY~
b e c a u s e

Texas Pre- ~ }
cancel Clu b ~".
president Katherine
Foster is married to Per- -
fin s Club me mber J oh n .
You can get mo re in formation
about the meeting from Ka therin e
or John a t 4 113 Pain t Rock Drive ,
Austin, TX 7873 1- 1320 or by tele­
phone (51 2) 346-8253 or bye·
mail at khfostet@onr. com.

prepaid return cards or covers
not retu rned by the addressee.

Un u sed perfins were left
over, for example, by an em­
ployee of PNEM taking them
home to be u sed for mailing but
somehow never getting to them
and al so forgetting to retu rn
them to PNEM's stamp vault .
Some PNEM pe rfin s were sold to
the pu blic at kiosks and quite a
few of these were never used .

Of the PNEM-2, even parts of
sheets are kn own unused.
These are remain ders of the
various PNEM stamp vaults
cleared out after the use of per­
fins was discontinued. By now
most of these have ended u p in
the hands of stamp dealers or
collectors.

I u nderstand tha t there never
was an official PNEM announce­
ment about stopping the use of
these perfins. At a certain point
people just thought that using
the perfins was a bit ch ildish .

With the discontinuance of
these PNEM perfins in 1987, the
history of Dutch perfins came to
an end. Based on this fact and
the u nu s ua l usage of the
PNEM·2 pertin, the perfin has
taken a u nique place in Du tch
perfin h istory .

Department of
serious corrections!!

Martin O 'Grady (#2343) says
I am making him look bad with
my lou sy typing and proofre ad­
ing. He 's right and I'm embar­
rassed.

Here 's the last word , I hope.
The Netherla nds first used

sixth pattern known on the is­
sue-but the sixth pattern is a
"favor" perfin. Sometime after
1933, Behm says, somebody
perforated a t least three of the
3¢ Small Queen s wit h the CPR
(CS t) pa ttern of the Canadian
Pacific Ra ilway.
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(Continued / rom page 47)

I've heard tha t the office man­
ager was a p h ilatelis t and th a t he
in structed the employee who ap­
plied the perfins to make "nice
perforations ." This is the main
reason the PNEM-2 perfins a re
general ly n icely centered. Th e
manager was particula rly fond of
the perforator , an d this is one of
the reasons it was u sed for such
a long t ime.

Due to the increasing popu la r­
ity of perfins , we have unfortu ­
nately noticed improper use of the
perforator . I do not know of false
PNEM-2 perfins , but I have no­
ticed improper u se of the perfora­
tor it self. In these cases it in ­
volves applying PNEM perflns to
stamps no lon ger in use when the
perforator was put into official
u se. Recently I came in to posses­
sion of a stamp with the perfora­
tion applied to both the stamp
and a hinge attached to it. It is
most unlikely that the PNEM
u sed stamps removed from a
stamp album. We have to con ­
clude that a phila te list was a t
work here.

Sometimes one encounters u n ­
canceled but used stamps. These
appear on postal pieces left urt­
canceled by the post office or on

More perfins on the
Small Queens of Canada

Michael Behm (# 1902) saysr----., there is a fifth per­
fin known on the
Canadian S mall
Queens issue (see
the January 1998
Bulletin, page 3). It

1
01 is the LT / Co. pa t -

tern of
the Im peria l To- ...----...
becco Company of
Mo nt real. Be hm
says it is known on
the 3¢ value .

He a dds tha t
there is actually a 10 .1
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