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Schwerdt becomes first official mentor
Robert J . Schwerdt (#505-L) has signed on a s the first official men

tor for new members of the Perfins Club.
In the February Bulletin, member Steve Endicott {#2284} suggested

that a group of more senior members volunteer to act as men tors to
newer members of the Club.

Schwerdt was quick to say he would take on that role . He's actually
been mentoring Clu b members-new and experienced-for many
years. Schwerdt can be reached at 9 Memory Lane , Poughkeepsie, NY
12603.

A few guidelines are in order. Schwerdt isn't in the position to ide n
illy large groups of perfins, but he can suggest sources that will be
helpful. The mo re specific the question, the more likely th e answer
you get will be helpful. And , of course, an SASE is a requirement .

BAPA members to meet at Westpex
The Bay Area Perfin Association , that group of Perlins Clu b mem

bers on the West Coast, continues to grow. They've just added their
14th member and they've scheduled a meeting at Westpex th is month
in San Francisco.

The meeting will be from noon to 1:00 p.m. on Saturday , April 17 ,
in the Telegraph Hill B room at the Cathedral Hill Hotel a t 1101 Van
Ness Avenue at Geary Street in San Francisco.

Everyone is welcome to attend. It will be a very informal gathering
with lots of show-and-tell and buy-sell-end-trade stuff for perflns col
lectors . BAPA sparkplug Alan Sandy urges perfins collectors in the
bay area to contact h im if they have questions. His snail-mail address
is P. O. Box 2 159, Petaluma , CA 94953 . His phone n u mber is 707
765-6760. His e- mail address isuolsand@Sonic.net.

BAPA also has a web site thanks to member Neil Abbey. It's rudi
mentary, but it is growing. The web site can be found at hltp:/ /soft
light.oom/bapa/index.html.

Earliest known British perfin cover
The February issue of the Bu lletin of the Perfin Society of Great

Britain reports that a newly discovered cover with a C.D{&Co pattern
of C. Devaux & Company of London with a postmark of Feb ruary 19 ,
1869, is the earliest known perlin cover. Previously , the earliest kn own
cover was dated March 6 , 1869, and was from the same firm . Does
anyone know of an earlier usage of a pertin?
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: A funny thing
•
happened
on the way
to the April Bulletin. Well, not
funny really, but maybe you'll un- 0

derstand why this issue is a little 0

slimmer than normal and is
reaching you later than it should. 0

For several weeks, your edi-
•tor had been having increasingly• •severe headaches. He first

blamed it on his sinuses, then an 0

ear infection . The doctor tended
to agree with the diagnosi s and
prescribed antibiotics and pain
killers. •Finally, just about the time the• editor was beginning to put the
April issue together, the pain got 0

to the unbearable stage. Then
came a series of events the edi
tor has no clear memory of: a
quick series of tests , the oiscov- 0

•
o ery of two blood clots near the

brain, surgery, and what now ap- •
pears to be a somewhat longer
recovery than the editor wishes.

Medically, everything is fine .
o Psychologically, the editor is
o finding it difficult to admit that he 0

: just doesn 't bounce back as
o quickly as he did when he was
o younger. The doctor says the re- •
o covery is normal. The editor says 0

it is taking a lot longer than it
should.

For the time being, the editor 0

• has been told not to drive, he 0

• •can 't stay up late, and he can 't
o have his before-dinner martini .

Cruel and unusua l punishment.
o Even worse , he has his head

shaved , and that isn't a pretty
o sight.

However, he is slowly but
o surely getting back to the com-
o puter and he is working on the
o Bulletin as his energy permits.
o Everything should be back to

normal soon. In the meantime,
please forgive his tardiness in
responding to correspondence- 0

o and the lateness and relative 0

•
o brevity of this issue.
o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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