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chased only at the exhibition.
A block of four was included in

a special souvenir booklet
stitched along the selvedge edge
of the stamps. The Sloper organi­
zation produced the perfin and
only 80,000 we re perforated. The
booklet Dr. Tille s sent me is
stitched in white thread. Rose -
mary says some booklets were
also stitched in black thread­
creating two distinct varieties of
the booklet.

A similar perfin was used at
th e 1976 Festival. That year's
cover shows three stamps
(Ascension Island , St. Helena ,
Tristan da Cunha) superimposed
on a map of the South Atlantic.
The three stamps were not perfin­
ned . The only stamp perfinned
NSD/1976 was the 8Y'1p tele­
phone ce ntenary commemorative
(Scott 777) issued in March 1976.
The perfin once again was created
by Sloper and only 20,000 copies
were made.

A souvenir letter card was is­
sued for the 1977 Festival. The
letter card shows the logo of the
Queen's Silver J u bilee , The 8V2P
centenary of the Royal In st itu te of

Chemistry (Scott 806) , issued
in March of that year was per­
fora ted NSD /1977 ,

During the 1977 Fest iva l,
the Silver Jubilee stamps
were issued and the 8'/2P
value of the se t (Scott 810)

was used
on the sou­
venir letter
card and
was perfin-
ned SCPC

.__~~~====~-:::-::-~_-.J (for Stamp
Collecting Promotion
Council) , thus creating a
second philatelic perfin
associated with the event.

The 1978 Festival was
marked by a special cover
showing a line drawing of
the Royal Festival Hall be-
low a colored logo of the
National Stamp Day Un­
ion Jack. The 9p British
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For four years in the 1970s,
the British Stamp Collecting
Promotion Council produced

perfins and special covers to help
publicize stamp collecting. My
first knowledge of such perfins
came in late 1975 through the
cour tesy of Dr. Harvey Tilles (#7L)
who generously sent me a cover
bearing two of the special perfins
and a special booklet with a pane
of four perforated stamps stitched
into it.

I tucked the cover and the
booklet into a stock book and
thought nothing more about them
until late last year when another
1975 cover showed up in an eBay
auction . I acquired it with a very
low bid and dug out the earlier
cover and booklet to mount them
properly in my collection of per­
sonal and philatelic perfins.

I also turned to my colleague
Rosemary Smith, editor of the
Bulletin of the Perfin Society of
Great Britain, to find out more
about these perfins. Rosemary, it
turns out, had authored an arti­
cle in the Brit ish Bulletin in 1991
and generously shared that and
some additional information with
me.

That is when I learned tha t
similar per-
fins were is­
sued in 1976 ,
1977 , and
1978-in each
case to publi-
cize a Festival
of Stamps ex­
hibition timed
to coincide with
the May 6 cele­
bration of Na ­
tional Stamp
Day. The date,
of course , marks
the introduction
of the Penny
Black in 1840.

The first perfin l_-~:::':'---------"i
was issued at the
1975 Festival in
London. The special cover for the
event showed the Houses of Par­
liament and carried a se-tenant
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Each of the four NSD perfins differs slightly in design
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Our special thanks goes to
Rosemary Smith for

her assistance with this article,

been conti nu ed,

produced pattern than do the
1976 and 1977 perflns .

The four NSD perfins and the
SCPC perfin

,-----..., are excellent
examples of
the u se of pe r ­
fin s to publi­
cize a phila­
telic even t . It
is unfortunate

L
--' that the perfin

series hasn't
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The four NSD perfins are
shown here. It should be n oted

·.' .·' " " .· . . ... , . ..

(COIIt.nuulftom fKlgr JS)

Architecture commemorative is ­
sued in March 1978 (Scott 831)
showing the Tower of

r
--,

London was perfo-
ra ted NSD/1978.

In her a rticle ,
Rosema ry S m ith
says she learned tha t
these four years were
the only occasions
when perfin ned
stamps were used. L ---' that while the NSD part of the
Sloper p robably perfinned the patterns is fairly standard
1977 and 1978 stamps, but there (leading to their a ssociation with
are no records to confirm tha t the Sloper organization), the
fact. Smith says she learned that date s are quite different . The
fewer than 20,000 stamps we re SCPC pa ttern illustra ted here
perfinned in each of t hose las t a lso looks more like a Slope r
two years.. .. ... ... .. . .. .. . ... .. .. .. . .. .. .. . . .. . . .. .. . . . . . . . . .
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RiChard L.
Learn
(#3265) re­

centl y ran aCfOSS a
post card bearing a
cop y of U.S. pat­
tem N-68 (NEMlCO).
On the back of the
add ress side is an
advertisement for
Northern Electrical
Manufactur ing Com­
pany of Mad ison , W I.
The advertisement
not only con firms the
identi fication of the
perfin but also pro­
vides some back­
grou nd about the ca­
pab ilities of the com­
pany.
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"' h~·th~'r "rillo1in.l.( nnd hu rli lll{ are
lucideutels to machine tluish, o r C:S6<.'1I·
uals to completicn of 0lwrating pans,
Kortlll'T11 Eleetric Grinding and Bu ff·
illg Lathes ...HlIu-lp cut 010WII coste b.r
I'\'dllcing- Iii c power charge 9br:lilll\t tilt;'
gfiDdin!; room (power consumed Is ill
proportion to w<orl;: .I<.u.. ). grindillg iM
done well nn.1 ~1'uid;]Y-lI<OI" conveu­
leu ce with which large work call be
Lrought to the Wl11.·('I~, and the euor­
!l IOUs ~avi llg of space ill the urrange­
rue ut or your griIHlillg' li nd hu lll llg

, roo lLl ~ .

Won't you nsk some qu estion s abo ut th e ~orlhel'll Ele,·t rk ( ~ r i ll d"r·.' We wan t t o
huve the l"sl "11),-tO eon vinee y ou tha t )' OU ca n make lllU ll ",\' h~' l lwir use.

;-;ORT lIERN lCLECTRICAL M ANUFA CT URING CO.
U \ I)( ,\ O .'\', WfSCO;";SI:". u, x, \ .
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