
Club launches project to catalog
perfins and punches on U.S.

and state revenue stamps
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May 1999

Bulletin

Whole Number 519

\; -··t
: - '.:

,••1-.\ \:"1
•••• j II.....'..\.•......

\ .....
el· •
• •••.~.... : -::.: .....: i·· t •• • • • • •••• •• • • •• ••: .. . .
•o·

The

Volume 53, Number 5

Robert T. Combs (#24L) has
been named Perfin Sales Manager
for the Club. Combs replaces Don
Carringer who resigned earl ier this
year.

Combs is a long-time member of
the Club. He's a former northern
California res ident who moved to
New Mexico e ight years ago. He has
a sma ll ranch in Tome, about 25
miles south of Albuquerque where he
"qrows some really nice grasshop­
pers and qophers" and also manages
to cultivate "some pretty good rose
bushes and other southwestern flora
types after the grasshoppers have
eaten their fill."

Stamp collecting isn't Comb's
only hobby. He's a model railroad
buff (HO and HON3) and had a small
room added to the house to hold his
railroad layout He builds model air­
craft and model figures . He has a de­
gree in geology and spend s a lot of
time hiking New Mexico hills and val­
leys-and he's a profession al pho­
ographer in his spare time !

Combs works for B.F. Goodrich in
Albuquerque but he is quick to ex­
plain that the Goodrich folks no
longer make tires. His work involves
the electronics that keep many of the
satellites in thei r place in space.

In addition to the Perflns Club ,
he's a member of the A PS, the RPS
of Canada , the Mobile Post Offi ce
Socie ty, the Precancel Stamp Soci­
ety, the United Postal Stationery So­
ciety, and the Arizona-New Mexico
Posta l History Society.

Combs invites mem bers who
have perfins to sell or who wa nt to
buy perfins to contact him for infor­
mation about how to make use of the
sales depa rtment. If you have e-mail
access, you can reach him at train­
man@f1ash.net. His postal address is
Bob Combs, P. O. Box 220 , Tome,
NM 87060-0220 . He can also be
reached by telephone at 505/866­
0949. Leave a message on his an­
swer ing machine if he isn't at horne.

Bob Combs named
new sales manager
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Catalog to include wide range of revenue perforations
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Figure 4. Punch-type pertc­
rations-usually hard to

identify as to specific users.
(Shown at 65% of original.)

Figure 3. Beer and liquor revenue perforations may
attract new collectors once they are catalogued.

(StKlwn a165% of originat )
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Figure 2. Dated type perforations­
the most common of the revenue

perforations .
(Shown 3165% of original,)
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who can help? Con tact
Spaulding if you can
provide any additional
information.

Are you making
plans for Lexing­
ton? The Perfms

Club will mee t August 3
through 7 at the Camp­
bell Hou se Inn in Lex­
ington m conjunction
with the annual ccnven-

tion of the Precancel
Stamp Soc iety. There

will be a Perfins Club
table where members
can gather, the Club
will hold its 1999 busi­
ness meeting, and
there will be lots of
perflns and precancels
to look a t . For the ad­
ventu rous, there will
be a tour of a Kentucky
ho rse park and a vis it
to a Ken tucky bourbon
distillery! Members are
encouraged to bring
samples from their per­
fms collections for a
show-and-tell exhibit
and there will be lots of
pe r ftns talk ove r
lunches and dinners .
For a convention regis­
tration form, write to

Mich a e l St roth er ,
4677 Spring Creek
Drive, Lexington, KY
40515. To make ho­
te l reservation s , con ­
tact the Campbell
House Inn a t 800­
354-923 5. Be sure to
a sk for the conve n­
tion rate of $84 for a

sin gle or double .

Did you know aei­
gian d etec ti ve
Hercule Poirot

was a stamp collector?
Neither did we u n til
J acob Kisne r (#21 68)
pointed out that in one
of Agatha Christie's
novels televised over
PBS , Poirot is actually
seen studying his
stamp collection with a
magnifying glass in
hand .

A nd that brings
up a nother ques­
tion. Why is it

that stamp collectors
are so often portrayed
holding a magnifying
glass? Is poor vision an
endemic problem with
collectors?

L ook for the next
Perfins Club
auction in the

J u ne Bulletin. In the
meantime, send a # 10
SASE to Bob Schwerdt
for a list of the material
in the auction he is
conducting on behalf of
the Clu b. Bob is coor­
dina tin g the sale of a

former member 's pe rfin s
collection with all the
donated proceeds going
to the club . See the no ­
tice on page 78 for more
in formation.

Thank you to all of
you who expressed
concern and good

wishes during my bout
with the grumpies . The
doctor tells me I can
drive again, but he still
tells me not to stay up
late. As for the mar­
tini-well it 's one of
those "don 't ask, don't
tell- situations. l 'm
really feeling much bet­
ter and slowly getting
back to whatever passes
for normal.

N0 W ' if you really
want to make this
editor happy, wri te

an article for the Bulle­
tin, share a favorite per­
fin or cover, ask about
tha t perfin that has pue­
zled you . The Bulletin is
only as good as you
make it .

Spaulding to coord inate
revenue catalog project
(Conlinuedfrom page 67)

catalog, a la rge n u mber of them are not included in
Miller's ba sic work. With the help of our members ,
however, we hope to find most of this missing infe r­
mation .

Spaulding will lead project
r have appointed Chuck Spaulding (#2355) to be

editor of what Miller called the "Rev-Perfs Catalog."
That will be the working title for the project. Mem ­
bers who feel they can contribute information are
asked to contact Spaulding at 48 Strathmore Lane,
Rockville Centre, NY 11570-1848, or to e-mail him
at perfinsman@juno.com. If you feel that you can
co ntribute and would like to see Spaulding's work
sheets for the letter A, contact him. If you provide
feedback, you will added to the list to see additional
worksheets.

I Qin very pleued to QnnOllnee the
trelltion of the Fr8neir •Joe­

MillerMe.ori81FInd which wi ll cover
the com Urotl8ted with the
prep8nltlon, photoeopy;n!l, 8nd 1lIQiAn!l
of worbheetr andother reu8rch in­
volved in the prep8111tion oftlle revenlle
,emnr ut8/og.

l\e fund hu been mrted with •
. ott generoar donation 01 $1,000
fro . Otlliellt Owen Jr. (#2SS2) of
Salt lth City, Additional donationr to
~. n./.m be /..,~ .",....,...
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thing about such an item? Is• •there any significance to the
• punches?

Because the stamps are off- •
• cover it is entirely possible that •
• the punches are the product of •
• somebody with too much time •
• and a paper punch. If you have •
• additional information, please.
• share it with the editor.

•

•

•

• T
he pair of stamps •
shown here recently •
showed up in an >

Internet auction. It's a •
• pair of East Germany #55, one •
• of which has been punched with •
• three circular holes.

Does anybody know any- •

•

•

•

Postal1y meaningful or just the result of somebody wi th
a paper punch and too much time?

Rudy Roy says he has the CZ
pattern of Carl Zeiss on Scott
lON13 and ION1 20 .

Bob Schwerdt reports that he
has a J .P. pattern on Scott 55,
the Carl Zeiss pa tttern on Scott
0 12 and 218,
and a PHIL.
KW on Sco tt
721. H e
spec ulat e s
that there
may also be a
POL perfin on
East German
stamps.

S ure ly
there are oth-

ers , but how ~~~~;;~~;;;;~~;;~;~;;;;;;;~
many. The ':
world perfin
census two ~...:..--.:~ ...:.....:...:... _
years ago in­
dicated only two, bu t Schwerdt's
list tops that . If you have a per­
fin on a stamp of East Germany,
please share that information . If
you can provide a good clean
photocopy that wou ld be most
he lpfu l. Just send the informa­
tion along to the editor at the
address listed inside the back
cover.

S
omeone on the Internet
a few weeks ago offered
to sell a n accumulation
of Ea st German perfins.

Logic would suggest that there
aren't many perfin s known on the
stamps of East Germany. The
wide-spread use of perfins had
pretty well ended by the time East
Germany began issu ing its own
stamps.

I e-mailed the party offering
the stamps and asked for a better
description . I rece ived a response
saying that the perfin s were not
on East German stamps but on
regular pre-war German stamps.
The seller went on to ask if that
made a difference.

Obviously it does-which goes
to show that there is tremendous
ignorance in a lot of quarters
about perfins and their signifi­
cance and value.

It a lso brings up a question.
I a m admittedly not well in ­

fanned about German perfins and
certainly not about East German
perfins. I had to ask how many
perfin patterns are known on the
stamps of East Germany.

How many East German perfins are there?

Member Rob­
ert Urdang reported he has
a Califomia vanity license
plate PERFINS. That posesa
question about whether
other members have license
plates with perfins or other
philatelic connections. Let
the editor know. Bob
Schwerdt compileda list of
bisect perfins:perfins that
are used to officially create
bisected postagestamps.
His list included Guatemala,
Mozambique. Paraguay. and
Shanghai up to that point.

"

ENGLAIlD.

l.tanchaster,

MeSf;rs . Ste1nhard t, Welke r &0 Co • •

.. .'.:.; ....... ..... .......

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •r------ - - - ------- ;...;...,
O

ne mystery is solved. Pattern R31, we now know, was usedby Rafael Del
Castillo & Co.of NewYork City. Butnowwe're curious aboutwhat Rafael
Del Castillo & Co. did. Were they importers , or maybe manufacturers?

Th is cover to
«:- ..:...- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -.... Steinhardt, Walker

& Co. in England
doesn't help. Can
anybody provide a
due as to the kind
of business this
finnwasengaged
in? The cover is
from the collection
of Richard L.
Leam (#3265).
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