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thing about such an item? Is• •there any significance to the
• punches?

Because the stamps are off- •
• cover it is entirely possible that •
• the punches are the product of •
• somebody with too much time •
• and a paper punch. If you have •
• additional information, please.
• share it with the editor.

•

•

•

• T
he pair of stamps •
shown here recently •
showed up in an >

Internet auction. It's a •
• pair of East Germany #55, one •
• of which has been punched with •
• three circular holes.

Does anybody know any- •

•

•

•

Postal1y meaningful or just the result of somebody wi th
a paper punch and too much time?

Rudy Roy says he has the CZ
pattern of Carl Zeiss on Scott
lON13 and ION1 20 .

Bob Schwerdt reports that he
has a J .P. pattern on Scott 55,
the Carl Zeiss pa tttern on Scott
0 12 and 218,
and a PHIL.
KW on Sco tt
721. H e
spec ulat e s
that there
may also be a
POL perfin on
East German
stamps.

S ure ly
there are oth-

ers , but how ~~~~;;~~;;;;~~;;~;~;;;;;;;~
many. The ':
world perfin
census two ~...:..--.:~ ...:.....:...:... _
years ago in­
dicated only two, bu t Schwerdt's
list tops that . If you have a per­
fin on a stamp of East Germany,
please share that information . If
you can provide a good clean
photocopy that wou ld be most
he lpfu l. Just send the informa­
tion along to the editor at the
address listed inside the back
cover.

S
omeone on the Internet
a few weeks ago offered
to sell a n accumulation
of Ea st German perfins.

Logic would suggest that there
aren't many perfin s known on the
stamps of East Germany. The
wide-spread use of perfins had
pretty well ended by the time East
Germany began issu ing its own
stamps.

I e-mailed the party offering
the stamps and asked for a better
description . I rece ived a response
saying that the perfin s were not
on East German stamps but on
regular pre-war German stamps.
The seller went on to ask if that
made a difference.

Obviously it does-which goes
to show that there is tremendous
ignorance in a lot of quarters
about perfins and their signifi­
cance and value.

It a lso brings up a question.
I a m admittedly not well in ­

fanned about German perfins and
certainly not about East German
perfins. I had to ask how many
perfin patterns are known on the
stamps of East Germany.

How many East German perfins are there?

Member Rob­
ert Urdang reported he has
a Califomia vanity license
plate PERFINS. That posesa
question about whether
other members have license
plates with perfins or other
philatelic connections. Let
the editor know. Bob
Schwerdt compileda list of
bisect perfins:perfins that
are used to officially create
bisected postagestamps.
His list included Guatemala,
Mozambique. Paraguay. and
Shanghai up to that point.
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l.tanchaster,

MeSf;rs . Ste1nhard t, Welke r &0 Co • •
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O

ne mystery is solved. Pattern R31, we now know, was usedby Rafael Del
Castillo & Co.of NewYork City. Butnowwe're curious aboutwhat Rafael
Del Castillo & Co. did. Were they importers , or maybe manufacturers?

Th is cover to
«:- ..:...- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -.... Steinhardt, Walker

& Co. in England
doesn't help. Can
anybody provide a
due as to the kind
of business this
finnwasengaged
in? The cover is
from the collection
of Richard L.
Leam (#3265).
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