
Perfins on official stationery: a follow-up
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reported n ot from a Brit 
ish a rea was fro m Russi a (USSR?)
with what a ppea rs to be crossed
posthorns and lighten ing bolts
through the in d icia of a 40K enve 
lope .

While not exactly official, for
mer foreign cata log edito r Bob
Sch werd t rem ind s tha t m a ny
item s of s tat ionery are kn own
with S PECIMEN perfins .

All who res ponded in dicated
tha t stationery offic ia l perfins are
not com mon , a nd I wo u ld surm ise
th at assemblin g a collection of
even on e example fro m each of
the area s listed a bove would pres 
ent quite a cha llen ge . However ,
they co u ld be lurking in <collec
tion s or dealers ' cover boxes .

My thanks to a ll who wrote.

In di a a lso is known to have
used official pe rfi n s on their s ta
tionery . Pattern C5 0 (C.M.C .) for
the Kanchipuram Mun icipality
a nd pattern K-16 (K.M.C .) for
Kara iku d i Municipa lity ha ve been
seen, as well as M.S (for Munici 
pal Servi ce) .

A co n clu s ion from the a bove
cou ld be drawn that Bri ti sh Com 
mon wea lth countries would be
the most likely to have used offi 
cial perfins s tation ery. The only
i t e m
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M y a rticle in the Ma rc h
Bullet in elicited several
response s from mem

ber s who also had official per
fin s stationery in their collec
tions, or who offered more infor
mation. My thanks to Dave An 
derson , J oh n J enkin s , Irvin Hol
loway, Bob Schwerdt, a n d Bob
Traquair for sharing their data.

It wou ld a ppear from the re
s pon ses tha t New Sou th Wales,
as a separate co lony a n d then
a s a state in the Australian
Com m 0 n - . _------ --.
wealth , was the r 
ch ampion u ser
of officia l per- \
fin s postal sta-
tionery. Their
OS /NSW pat- ',:- :
tern is known t ',:
on postal card s :..-,
f rom 1 8 9 7

ithrough 1949 . 1
The OS /NSW
pattern was a lso
u sed on Qu een
Victoria era news
paper " Ta ppers ,
a nd on George V
printed to private
order envelopes . NSW's GR pat
tern-for Go vernme n t Ra il
ways-is also known used on
postal cards from 1896 to 1905 ,
and on a newspaper wrapper.
And fin ally , the G/ NSW pattern
has a ppea re d on a ero gra mmes
issu ed in 1960 a n d 1969 .

Anoth er Australian sta te
Ta sm ania- u sed their offici al "T"
pattern on pos tal cards begin
n ing wi th Queen Victoria is sues
through those of Edwa rd VIII.

Ca nada used th eir OH / MS
official perfin s on newspaper
wrappers. Both the 5-hole a nd
4-hole patterns a re kn own. Sur
viving examples are scarce. A
wra pper used by the Meteo ro
logical Division of the Domi nion
Weather Bureau is shown h ere,
courtesy of Bob Tra qu a ir.

Executive Committee
to review idea of

affiliate perfins groups

The Perfins Clu b Executive
Committee h a s bee n a sked to re
view the Club 's co nst itution and
by-laws to provide for the cre a tion
of chapte r s or affil iates.

At least two regional perfins
clu bs have been formed , on e on
the wes t coast and one on th e
east coast, a nd president Kurt Ot
tenheimer says provision s n eed to
be made to a llow su ch groups to
affiliate with the Perfin s Club on a
more formal basis .

There currently is no provis ion
in the Club 's governin g do cu
ments for such organiza tions .

The Executive Com m ittee is
expected to present the results of
its review a t the 2000 a n nual
meeting of the Clu b in Albu quer
que .

Bulletin editor Floyd Wal ker (right) and
former foreign catalog ed itor Bob

Schwerdt shared a laugh during the
Lexington convention. They also share
a Jove for word perfins- not surprising

since both were English teachers.
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