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A Bulletin encore article

The Perfins of Ayre & Sons of Canada
By AI Pearson (#65L)
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Perfin on British
transportation stamp

remains a mystery
Stephen J. Tauber (#2949)

Editor's note: A similar, but smaller.
British pattern is listed in the 1986

Lucas catalog of the perfins of Great
Britain, but no user is identified.

I have come upon another per
fin on a stamp issued by a
transportation company. It's a

Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway
l d lithographed prepaid parcel
stamp, dull rose, roulette 7 . There
is a six-digit control n u m ber
printed in black on the face. It
has perfin WHS /&S reading up
I. . ---=- ' ':' -_· _ --li,ardS. There
i.a-) ~::W:J-='~I!" ; is a blue
hOI ·" " I , ~ crayon can-
: 1- - -,:.p ' ~i cellation.
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T'here - is -- ! '- - o.a . :1~: .:
no listing for ~
the basic 1
stamp in H.
L'Es t range Ewen, Priced Catalog
of the Railway Lette r Stamps of
the United Kingdom, 1891-1903,
or in several other refe rences I
consulted , The refe re nce material
evidently made a distinction be 
tween stamps for letters and
those for parcels, listing only the
former . The shape and mode of
printing a re like the letter stamps
(2d or 3d) of that railway and of
many other British railways, but
the arrangement of lettering, nu
meral of val ue, and currency des
ignation are markedly different.
The denomination puts it into the
£/e]d period; that is , prior to
1971.

I'd appreciate hearing from
anyone who can provide more in
formation about the stamp or its
user. I can be reached at 38 In
gleside Road , Lexington, MA
02173-2522.
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services as demands developed.
In 1892, fire destroyed a

large portion of St. Johns, in
cluding the Ayre & Sons prem
ises. But the brothers quickly
rebuilt and continued to do
business even through the fi
nancial crisis of 1894 when the
.-----:--, com m e rc i a I

banks in New
foundland went

J bankrupt.
In 1903, the

~----~,-~. firm was legally
incorporated as Ayre & Son s
and began an expansion phase
that include d a mail order serv
ice and even a radio station.

VOAS (the Voice of Ayre &
Sons) wa s licen sed on May 28,
19 3 I , one of the earliest radi o
statio n s in Newfoundland .

{In 1981 , nearly 130 years
after the firm was founded, Ayre
& So ns contin ued to be an infl u
entia l voice in the business
community of Newfoundland.}

Postpaid to points in the U.S, and Canada,
Postage to foreign points w ill be quoted on request,

Please remit in U,S, funds,
Make checks payable to The Perfins Club. Prices apply to members onl y,

Non·members should add 15% to the listed price.

Americas Section , 96 pages , 1992

European Section, 68 pages , 1994

African Section, 58 pages , 1995

Asian Section, 59 pages , 1996
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In June I 981 , Al Pearson wrote an
article in the Perfiris Bulletin about
the owners of the AYRE perfins .
The information. is still timely and
is presented again for the benefit
of newer members.

Ayre & Sons Limited
(Canadian catalog n u m 
be rs A8 & A9) had its be

ginnings in 1856 when Charles
Robert Ayre left the firm of B.
Bowring & Son to form a business
with John Steer. The partnership
dissolved two years later and on
January 1, 1859 , the Ayre name
was installed over a s tore on Wa 
ter Street in St. Johns, New
_~--., foundland. The "&

.. !:~ Sons" was added in
•: 1884 when three of...

'..: Charles Ayre's sons.... .
•: joined the business .

A fourth son joined
.....---..... the firm in 1889.

Ayre and h is sons formed a
modem department store in St.
Johns, carrying at first a large
stock of furniture and later add
ing additional merchandise and
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