Zion Church Designers and Builders of Zion, IL

Number 9 in Floyd Walker's series on philatelic, vanity, and personal perfins

half-dozen new U.S.
perfins were born in
1986. Most of them
were distinctly personal
or philatelic. One, however, was
both commercial and philatelic.

The ZC/DB pattern (Z1.2) was
first used on February 1, 1986,
by Zion Church Designers &
Builders of Zion, IL. It carries a B
rating in the 1998 U.S. perfins
catalog but given the amount of
use the pattern saw, that rating is
probably somewhat inflated.

We recently
wrote to the
Zion organiza-
tion and received
a nice letter from
Robert D. Bal-
come (#106L), the
retired senior
partner of the
firm. Balcome
filled in the his-
tory of the pattern
and its use on
company mail over
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signers and Build-
ers was founded in
1964 for the specific
purpose of develop-
ing a building pro-
gram to help

churches reduce the

cost of obtaining a place of wor-
ship that would meet their spe-
cific needs. The company was and
is highly successful.

Because Balcome was a per-
fins collector, he thought it would
be nice to have a perfin for the
company’s use. He turned to Bad-
deley Brothers of London for help
and approved artwork for the pat-
tern in September 1985. When
the perforator arrived a few weeks
later, the finished product didn’t
match the artwork and the perfo-
rator was returned to Baddeley
Brothers. A reworked 10-head
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perforator was received in Janu-
ary 1986 and placed into service
on February 1 of that year.

The plan was to use the per-
fin on all correspondence origi-
nating from the company’s Zion
office. However, because of the
tremendous amount of corre-
spondence generated by field
and sales representatives as well
as “on the job” project superin-
tendents, the firm decided to
use the perfin on the self
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addressed stamped enve-
lopes provided to those employ-
ees.

Mail from the Zion office may
exist with Zion, North Subur-
ban, or Palatine, IL, postmarks.
The perfin may also exist with
postmarks from anywhere in the
U.S. that the firm did business.
Balcome’s records show that the
perfin was used on more than
100 current postal issues be-
tween 1986 and the end of
1996.

In 1994, the company de-
cided to spin off the design por-
tion of the company and con-
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centrate on the construction end
of the business. The name of the
firm was changed to reflect the
new focus and the company be-
came known as Zion Church
Builders. The use of the pattern
was continued. In 1995, for legal
reasons, the firm name was
changed to Zion Church Builders,
LLP, but once again the perfin re-
mained in use.
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Balcome
retired at the end of 1996, the use
of the perfin was also retired. Ex-
isting perfins were used up and
no further stamps were perfo-
rated. The perforator was placed
in storage along with all the perti-
nent records of the firm while
Balcome was the senior partner.

ZC/DB is very much a com-
mercial perfin, but it surely has
philatelic origins.

We are deeply indebted to

Robert D. Balcome for his generosity
in supplying the information

for this article.
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